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Foreword

H

uman beings are distinguished from the lower animals through having the power of speech. Since
long before recorded history and almost certainly as soon as humans began to communicate through

speech, they have given names to things, including places. The reasons for their doing this have varied but
an obvious one is the need to identify a person, thing or place.
No record exists of the origins of most of the millions of place names that have been or are being
used throughout the world. No doubt a vast number of place names that were given by early peoples
(including our distant European forebears) were long ago forgotten, perhaps after having been used for
many centuries. Toponymists (place names researchers) refer to such names as “informal place names”. It
is only when societies become more sophisticated and complex that they tend to assign place names
through administrative action. Roman emperors and other ancient rulers, not to mention modern dictators,
have been especially prone to naming or re-naming places after themselves or their cronies.
Whatever their origins, being in constant use place names form the background music to our lives.
They tell us so much of our personal and community history, often subconsciously. In telling our mates of
a good catch, a place name (even an informal one) describes a favourite fishing spot. After a long absence,
mention of the name of a small locality can bring a tear to the eye of someone who has wandered far from
home.
Fortunately, much has been written about the Aboriginal place names of the Sunshine Coast, especially
those of the Maroochy Shire. Grenville Heap, in a series of articles in “Queensland Heritage” thirty-seven
years ago, wrote extensively about them. The story of place naming however has no ending.
Audienne Blyth’s exhaustive work on the origins of street and road names in Yandina and district is
a major contribution to the history of the Shire. Sometimes local historians, when dealing with the origins
of place names, overlook those of relatively minor features such as streets and municipal parks. Yet the
names of these often recall the lives of ordinary folk who have given more to their communities - and
even to the wider world - than any potentate ever could. In this case, Audienne Blyth has filled a gap in
local history.
I suspect that Mrs Blyth’s book is not merely an academic exercise but also a labour of love. During
much of her married life, she has lived in New Zealand, Fiji and western Queensland but eventually
returned to her “country” where she lives in the old Low homestead. She is descended from sturdy Scots
and German stock, two of her forebears having been James and Christina Low, the first Europeans to
settle in Yandina.
I am sure that many others will share my hope that Audienne Blyth (nee Low) will complement this
work with another volume on local history.
Denis Cleary
Secretary
Queensland Place Names Board 1976 - 1988
Place Names Officer
Department of Lands (Queensland) 1989 - 1993
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Preface

T

he history of Yandina & District is unique. In publishing this book about the history and

origins of the names of our streets and roads, I hope the reader finds that it provides a valuable
insight into that uniqueness.
The names of the streets and roads in Yandina & District can be categorised into various groups. Of
the Aboriginal names used, some are of local origin (Ninderry Road) and some are from elsewhere (Monak
Road); most of the names refer to early landowners (Ackerman Road); some refer to prominent people
(Leichhardt Drive); some names refer to flora (Wattle Road), fauna (Wedgetail Court), natural landmarks
(Rocky Creek Road) or man-made structures (Wappa Dam Road); some denote destinations (e.g.Wharf
Street). Some are named as part of a subdivisional theme (e.g. Emerald Views Estate); some offer
sophistication (Ocean Vista Drive); some are made-up words (Dajaman Court); some refer to events
(Carnival Street). The name, King George VI Memorial Playground, is an example of the loyalty and
gratitude felt on the death of the King in the 1950s.
Just as our history is to be found in the names so the names shape our idea of our past. In Yandina &
District the responsibility of appropriate naming is the responsibility of local government and therein lie
difficulties of a policy to satisfy everyone.
All historians are limited by the availability of materials for research so there will always be more to
add to what is presented in this book.
Sincere thanks to - Nambour Library, John Oxley Library, Yandina & District Historical Society and
Nambour & District Museum, Natural Resources and Maroochy Shire Council who have supplied maps,
photographs and information. Thank you also to Janet Whish-Wilson, Ann Moran, Berenis Alcorn, Denis
Cleary, Jim Blyth, Steve Cook and all the contributors of information and photographs..
Audienne Blyth
November, 2003

Yandina

T

he word, Yandina, is of Aboriginal origin and means to go on foot; yan, go; dinna,

on foot. Yan-dinna first gave its name to the Yandina Creek area and was connected
to the ancient bora rings and tribal ground there. Of Yugarabul origin the word indicates
that Aborigines from other areas were visitors. The Skyrings used the name for Yandina
Cattle Run, leased in 1853.
In 1868 the Yandina Post Office was established just upstream from and opposite
to Dunethin Rock, on the south-west corner of the Yandina Cattle Run; hence the use
of the name, Yandina. However, later that same year when the Post Office was relocated
to South Maroochy Crossing, the name Yandina came with it and was used for the
township. The name Yandina was also used for the Yandina Telegraph Office, opened
in 1874 and the Yandina Railway Station, opened in 1891.
Yandina is the oldest commercial centre on the Sunshine Coast because, in 1868,
the first post office, the Yandina Post Office was established as well as the first hotel
and the second store (the first store was at Mooloolah Heads). In 1971, the Centenary
Committee chose to celebrate a date convenient to them, the survey of the town,
23.8.1871. However, the proclamation of the town was 24.9.1870, earlier than the survey.
Perhaps the three dates could be celebrated!
When the book, Yandina 125 Years, 1871-1996, was undertaken the Committee
decided to follow on from the dates used by the Centenary Committee who published
Yandina Centenary, 1871-1971.
Yandina was slow to develop. As a result of Crown Land sales in 1873, 1877, 1880
and 1885, only thirty allotments were sold. To attract new interest and the development
of business, the township had to wait until after the opening of the railway line in
1891.

Stevens Street, Yandina, 1920s. (Courtesy Yandina and District Historical Society)
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Many of the early purchasers were investors from Brisbane who were looking to
Yandina’s future when it would develop into a large town, a metropolis. Buyers such as
Buckle, Farrell, Fleming, Stevens, Scott and Low are remembered by street names in
the heart of Yandina.
Joseph Buckle, the first purchaser, was a Minister of the Primitive Methodist
Church. Joseph Farrell was a Brisbane Draper. Robert Fleming was the manager of the
Bundaberg Gas Company; he had already selected over a thousand hectares east of
Ninderry. Robert Scott Junior was the Superintendent of Mail at the GPO. Peter Stevens
and John Low were both local selectors.
Other early purchasers were successful businessmen from other towns, mainly
Brisbane. William Fryar was a Surveyor who had also been MLA for East Moreton
from 1873 to 1877. (Yandina was part of his electorate.) When he bought his allotments
he was Inspector of Mines in the Mines Department in Brisbane.
Charles C.Cameron was a partner of the firm of Hughes & Cameron, Auctioneers,
Est. 1864, Valuators, Land, Stock & Commission Agents, Ipswich and also an early
selector of Moggill. Joseph Bancroft was a Brisbane doctor, famous for his research.
William D.Cosham was a Commission Agent from South Pine Road. Thomas Kenyon
gave his address as Leichhardt Street, Brisbane. Henry Hugall was a Baker from
Leichhardt Street. Alfred W.Ham was a draftsman from the Survey Office at Lytton.
William T.Birbeck was part of the firm of C.E.& W.T. Birbeck, General Business Agents,
Accountants, Valuators, Land, Estate and Financial Agents, Mining, Stock and Share
Brokers, Stanley Street, South Brisbane.
Three other men who selected land and purchased allotments were: John Gustave
Sommer, a hotel keeper and farmer, Charles Brown, a farmer and a raftsman for the
timber industry and Arthur Gawthorne, a farmer as well as a philanthropist. Gawthern
gave one of his allotments away for a community church.
The records of the Caboolture Divisional Board show that in 1884 the only
buildings in Yandina were the undenominational church on land donated by Arthur
Gawthern and the house built on Shoemaker Dennis O’Sullivan’s allotment.
Many early allotment buyers believed that the opening of the railway would bring
prosperity to the town, but the effect of the extended gazetted township area of 2600
acres in 1881 was to stifle development.1
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Localities
Bridges
Bridges was once part of Canando Cattle Run in the 1850s and a timbergetting area in
the 1860s. Land selection began in the late 1880s. In 1897 a railway siding was built for
the loading of cane to be sent to Moreton Sugar Mill. The siding became known as
Ninderry but its name was changed to Bridges in 1918. The name honours the memory
of Major-General Sir William T. Bridges, commander of the Australian Imperial Forces
and founder of Duntroon, who died of wounds at Gallipoli in 1915.

Cooloolabin
Cooloolabin is of Aboriginal origin and means native bears, kulla, native bears; bin,
place of. Cooloolabin is part of the Blackall Range Timber Reserve gazetted in 1882. In
the 1860s the Gympie Road passed over the Bottle and Glass, but the first selection
was not made until 1893. Cooloolabin has always had valuable timber reserves.

Kiamba
Kiamba is of Aboriginal origin and means black cockatoos, geyambian, black cockatoos.
Kiamba was an early timbergetting area in the 1870s. Selections were first made in the
late 1880s. Cleared of forest, the soils supported dairying.

Kulangoor
Kulangoor is of Aboriginal origin and means good-like, kalang, good; ngur, like.
Kulangoor was part of the Mooloolah Plains Cattle Run in the 1860s and selections
were first made in the 1890s. The locality has been successful in cane growing, dairy
farming and banana growing.

Maroochy River
Maroochy is of Aboriginal origin and means red-billed black swan, muru, bill; kutchi,
red. Andrew Petrie named the Maroochy River in 1838. On his journey of exploration
he was accompanied by Yugarabul Aborigines in whose language the word Maroochy
means the red-billed black swan.
Using the Maroochy River as a boundary, Canando and Yandina Cattle Runs
were established to the north in the 1850s and Mooloolah Back Plains and Mooloola
Plains Cattle Runs, to the south in the 1860s.
Early timbergetters used the river for rafting. When the first selections were taken
up along the river in 1868 the river became the highway for settlers and their goods.
Bananas, citrus and cane growing have been important crops.

Ninderry
Ninderry comes from the Aboriginal word, nyandur, meaning leeches.
Ninderry was once part of the Canando Cattle Run. In the late 1880s the
Government tried to establish the Agricultural Village of Ninderry and most of the
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early selection begins from then. Maize growing, dairy farming and cane growing have
been important.

North Arm
North Arm is the locality on the north arm of the Maroochy River. Selections began in
the early 1880s. Industries have been timbergetting and sawmilling, agriculture, cane
growing, fruit growing, dairying and gold mining.

Valdora
In the 1850s Valdora was part of Yandina Cattle Run. The earliest selections were made
after 1868 and cattlegrazing was the earliest industry. Timbergetting and sawmilling
followed along with fruit growing, some dairying and cane growing.
The name, Valdora, replaced the name, Golden Valley, probably to avoid confusion
with another Golden Valley elsewhere in Queensland.

Yandina Creek
The name, Yandina, originated in the Yandina Creek area. It is of Aboriginal origin and
means to go on foot, yan, go; dinna, on foot.
Yandina Cattle Run was leased by Daniel and Zacharias Skyring in 1853. When
the Cattle run was available for selection after 1868, some portions were selected by
Robert Fleming as Yandina Station.
Timbergetting and cattle grazing were the earliest industries followed by
dairyfarming and fruit growing especially bananas. With the draining of the tea tree
swamp, cane growing became the most important crop. 2

Railway Yards, Yandina, showing level crossing and water tanks, 1920s.
(Courtesy Vernon Keyes)
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Yandina & District
Streets and Roads
Ackerman Road

Kulangoor

Ackerman Road was named after the Ackerman family.
Daniel Ackerman, his wife Mary Elizabeth nee
Farthing, and a daughter arrived in Australia in 1882.
At first the family went to Roma where Daniel
worked on the railway, thence he worked as a railway
ganger in the Nambour District until his retirement
owing to an accident in the 1930s.
In 1896 he selected Portion 125V at Kulangoor.
Nine Ackerman children are shown enrolling at the
Yandina Provisional School in 1896 and 1897. Some
were Daniel and Mary’s children and others were
cousins all living on the farm at Kulangoor.
Daniel and Mary’s surviving children were:
Jim, Lew, Bill, Len, Lillian (Bennett), Alice
(Gutteridge) and Elizabeth (Ensbey).
In the 1930s and 1940s Jim Ackerman and his
family lived on Portion 125V while his brothers lived

Mary and Daniel Ackerman.
(Courtesy Win Armitage)

on properties nearby. Jim’s daughter, Win Armitage,

recalls Jim Howes coming from Yandina in his German wagon and loading cane which
was again loaded on to railway wagons at Kulangoor Siding for the Sugar Mill in
Nambour.
Ackerman’s quarry has been used continually for over 100 years. The family believe
that it was originally part of their land. Of all the Ackermans, Bill and his wife, Isa,
lived closest to the road which now bears their name.
Most of the Ackerman descendants now live in the Nambour area.3

Allan Road

Yandina

Allan Road is an approved road remaining unformed. Jim Gordon, whose property
borders Allan Road, says the origin of the name is unknown but his family have known
of the existence of the road for over twenty-five years.4

Allandale Road North Arm
Allandale Road was named about 1985 after Councillor Allan Templeton.
Allan, born in 1909, came from Bilambil in New South Wales to Eumundi aged
nine, in 1919, with his parents, Tom and Florence Templeton to grow bananas. Besides
serving as a Councillor for Maroochy Shire Council from 1970 to 1988, Allan became
one of the district’s first ginger farmers in 1940 or 1941. He was awarded a Coronation
Medal for services to the ginger industry in 1953 and was chairman and vice-chairman
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of the Buderim Ginger Co-operative and a
director for 45 years. As well, he was the
Eumundi representative for the Caboolture
Co-operative Butter Factory.
Allan made a large contribution to the
Eumundi community. He planted trees along
the approaches to the town and served on
many public groups including hall
committees. The community honoured him
with a testimonial dinner in 1989 and he was
awarded an OAM in 1992.
Allan and his wife Valma have five

Olga and Frank Benfer (Courtesy
Sunshine Coast Newspapers)

children, Hazel, John, Shirley, Allan, Ricki
and Penny. Allan died in 1995.
(Templeton Way in Noosa Valley was also named after Allan in 1985)
Another family of well-known residents, the Benfer family lived along Allandale
Road long before it was officially named. Frank Benfer recalls that Henry Benfer drove
the first car along the road in 1926. Henry “did up” the road and drove to a Verrierdale
State School concert in the Yandina School of Arts. Ethel Edwards was the teacher at
the time and the concert was called Babes in the Woods.
The Benfers hold much early history of the area. Frank Benfer said that the
Lutheran Church on the Sunshine Coast began in their home when Lutheran families
began moving to the Yandina area from 1911. He has supplied extracts from the diary
of Pastor Ludwig Dochler of Alberton on the Logan River who started visiting the area
and conducted his first service on 9 May, 1916, in the partly constructed home of
Daniel and Henry Benfer of Yandina Creek Road.
Present at the service were local families: Clem, Nobell, Baldwin, Fraser, Galt, Beckman,
Sims, Meissner as well as Daniel and Henry Benfer.
15 April, 1918, service held in Clem’s House, Verrierdale. The following day, the
marriage of Henry Benfer and Lillian Clem. Herb Heidenreich baptised. (Flora Wood
nee Ernst would have been baptised during one such visit.)
27 May, 1918, visit to Duhs, Heidenreich and other families.
9, 10 September, 1918, met by Lou Clem and Charlie Ernst, called on Clems and
Benfers. Service at night.
11 November, 1918, arrival midnight at Yandina, slept on hotel verandah for one
shilling and sixpence. Met Charlie Ernst and Lou Duhs Senior. Afternoon Service at
Duhs. Met C.Ernst and C.Radke and all rode to Clems.
12 November, 1918, great peace demonstration in Eumundi. Service at Clems in
English; Holy Sacrament in German.
1919, no month given. Service at Benfers’. Frank Benfer baptised.
7 & 8 July, 1920, taken by Mr Stollznow to Nambour Railway Station, met at
Woombye by Ed Krautz and went to Fred and Klease at Diddillibah. Open Air Service
beside Methodist Church.
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Pastor Dochler’s visits stopped a little later and other pastors began to visit Nambour.
The Benfer family still live in the same house where the Lutheran Church services
began.5

Andersons Road

Yandina

Many older residents recall Ron Anderson and his wife who built their home and who
in the 1950s operated a dairy supplied with milk by pedigreed cattle on what became
known as Andersons Road. The Munday family now occupy the old farmhouse where
the original road ended. In the last twenty-five years the road has been extended to the
river.6

Apps Road

Maroochy River

Set near the winding, picturesque Maroochy River, Apps Road is part of the old YandinaCoolum Road and was named in 1990 when the road was realigned. Lurline and Ossie
Apps who live in Apps Road said that the sign posted name appeared when they were
on an overseas holiday.
Edwin Apps, a cane farmer of the
Clarence River, New South Wales, had
been left with nine children after the death
of his wife. The children’s names were:
Maud, Edward, Freeman, Searle, Morris,
Beatrice, Walter, John and Albert. In 1911,
on the advice of William Evans, a
Maroochy river resident, about what to do
with his sons, Edwin Apps decided to buy
a farm on the Maroochy River for his eldest
Ossie and Lurline Apps. (Courtesy Apps Family)

son. Younger brothers, Searle, Jack and

Albert also came to the Maroochy River;
they married and settled on cane farms. Searle married Ellen Schipp; their children
were: Cecil, Hilton, Lorna and Dulcie. Jack married Annie Barber; their children were:
Joyce, Ossie, Valmai, Corrine and Desley. Albert married Annie Bullen; their children
were: Audrey, Roy, Emily and Norma. By the 1950s, Apps’ descendants, between
Coolum and Yandina numbered thirty-nine.
Lurline and Ossie recall early days of living on the river and dependence on
Coulson’s boats. Len Ablin ran a truck which delivered goods from Yandina to Coulson’s
Wharf for loading. Fertilizer, meat, ice and groceries were delivered to jetties along the
river and cases of fruit were loaded for the return journey. Ossie recalls one memorable
occasion when three pianolas were carried on top of the boat for delivery to Jack Smith,
George O’Rourke, and Ossie’s father, Jack Apps.7

Arcoona Road

Yandina Creek

Arcoona is another spelling of a Central Australian Aboriginal word, akoonah, meaning
running water. Coolum Chase Estate is off Arcoona Road.8
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Ashtons Wharf Road

Maroochy River

Ashton’s Wharf Road was named after the Ashton family who bought a cane farm on
the Maroochy River about 1930. The farm had previously belonged to the Spencer
Brothers, Fred and Curly. The Ashtons’ two sons, Dick and Joe, caught the school boat
to attend the Maroochy River State School where Dot Verwick was the assistant teacher
and John Kennedy was the headmaster.
Both Dick and Joe enlisted in World War Two and, on their return, took over the
farm. At that time the cane tramline went past the wharf and as far as the neighbouring
farm. Beyond that point, farmers had to punt their cane downstream to meet the
tramline.
Dick and Joe and their families lived in the two houses along Ashtons Wharf
Road. Joe’s children caught the boat to school but Dick’s children were able to catch a
school bus to Yandina State School. Both of the Ashtons’ houses are believed to have
been built in the 1920s by Ernie Fisher.
In 2003 no Ashtons live on Ashtons Wharf Road but many descendants live
elsewhere in the district.
Ashton’s Wharf has always been a public wharf and was rebuilt in the 1980s by
the Maroochy Shire Council.9

Atkinson Road

Kiamba

Atkinson Road was named after Harry and Martha Atkinson who moved to the
Cooloolabin area about 1918 and resided at the foot of the Cooloolabin Range. In the
1920s and 1930s their children, Charlie, Sylvia, Mark, Alice, Doris, Tom, Nellie and
Mable attended both the Cooloolabin and Kiamba Schools.
Harry and his eldest son Mark had a
portable mill and moved through the forestry
cutting hardwood such as blackbutt and flooded
gum for packing cases for the banana industry.
After Harry was killed in a tree-felling accident,
Mark took responsibility for his younger
brothers and sisters as well as going into the
timber milling business with his mother. The
mill operated from the 1930s until the early
1960s.
Many descendants live in the Yandina

Harry and Martha Atkinson. (Courtesy Pat Cordwell)

district.10

Auburn Court

Yandina Creek

Coolum Chase Estate, begun in 1990, is a residential subdivision and includes Musgrave
Drive, Leichhardt Drive, Auburn Court, Carnarvon Court and Hamersley Court, all
named after well-known Australian people or places. Auburn is a well-known
municipality in Sydney. Auburn Court is on the flat area, “the plain”, before the climb
to the top of the ridge.
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Oliver Goldsmith’s poem, The Deserted Village, refers to Auburn.
“Sweet Auburn, loveliest village of the plain
Where health and plenty cheered the labouring swain.”11

Ayrshire Road

Kulangoor

Ayrshire Road was named after the largest concrete Ayrshire cow in the world. This
cow still stands at the entrance of what was Sunshine Coast Dairy owned by Des and
Barbara Scanlan.
The Big Cow was modelled on a Maleny Ayrshire. It is five times the size of a
normal cow, 3.5 metres wide, 10.8 metres long, 5.7 metres at the shoulders and 7.9
metres high. Five tonnes of concrete and five and a half tonnes of steel frame and wire
mesh were used in its construction.
Some characteristics about Ayrshire cattle are: they are noted for their distinctlydefined, brown and white colouring, lyre-shaped horns and ability to give a good supply
of milk. They originated in the Scottish Lowlands and have been widely exported to all
parts of the world. An Ayrshire called Annie was the first breed of dairy cow to arrive in
Australia.
Sunshine Coast Dairy was opened by Doug Anthony, the Deputy Prime Minister,
on 10 September, 1976. Publicity was Australia wide. The attractions included the
restaurant with the chocolate and strawberry milk from simulated teats at the Dairy
Bar, an animal nursery, a dairy production display, a bush walk, a wishing-well for
charity and a trip around the farm in a trolley behind a tractor with a horn that sounded
out “moo”. Staff, including Barbara and daughters, dressed up as “milkmaids”.
Des Scanlan, organised many events for charity at Sunshine Coast Dairy. For the
Miss Australia quest he sponsored entrants and organised fund-raising baby
competitions. He ran the Children’s Hospital Appeal, hosted Shetland pony shows
and welcomed steam trains laden with tourists from Brisbane who were able to detrain
at Kulangoor Siding. He arranged newspaper colouring competitions for which the
prizes were collected at the Big Cow. At Christmas, Sunshine Coast Dairy sponsored
parades along Currie Street in Nambour.
Des Scanlan also sponsored sportsmen such as Grant Kenny as promising
youngsters. In 1977, he bought a helicopter, a new Jetranger, VH-COW, and did surf
patrols and joy flights using landing pads at Sunshine Coast Dairy and Alexandra
Headlands. This full-time rescue service called
“The Milky Way” was the first of its kind in
Australia and operated for fifteen years. The
annual cost to operate was $50 000 with $20 000
raised from joy flights. Local councils also
supported the project. In 1983, the base was
moved to Maroochydore Airport.
In the 1980s, the Scanlans sold Sunshine
Coast Dairy. Since then the building has had
different uses but the Big Cow remains as a
The Big Cow (Courtesy Barbara Scanlan)
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landmark.12

Balkin Road

Kiamba

Balkin Road was named after Ray and
Jackie Balkin who bought Herb English’s
dairy farm in 1965. The farm had rich red
soil and kikuya grass, rather like Maleny.
The Balkins loved their farm with its forest
and babbling creek on the upper reaches
of the Maroochy so they relocated from
Nambour’s Royal George Hotel which
they were leasing at the time. They bought
three other adjoining dairy farms and
Balkin’s Farm House. (Courtesy Ray Balkin)

owned a total of 500 acres. They sold their
property in 1972. Afterwards, to their surprise, they found that Maroochy Shire
Councillor Arthur MacNellie had named the road after them. The Balkin family
presently live and work on the Gold Coast.13

Banyandah Street

Yandina

Banyandah Street was named in 1975 by the first three resident families. Bob Turner
recalls how the O’Donohues, Turners and Sperrings all looked through a book of
Aboriginal names supplied by Kevin O’Donohue who worked for the Courier-Mail.
Some wanted to use bruck bruck as this word meant she oak but eventually they settled
for banyandah meaning home on the waters.
Bob recalls how he bought his allotment in 1972 from Snow Saunders and in
1975 built his house, the first house in the street.
Bob’s allotment was one of the four originally bought in 1882 by William Fryar,
Inspector of Mines, Surveyor and member for East Moreton from 1873 to 1877 when
Yandina was part of his electorate. No doubt he saw the river frontage as having many
advantages since the river was the highway to Yandina at that time.14

Banyandah Street North

Yandina

Banyandah Street and Banyandah Street North are cut by Yandina – Coolum Road.
See Banyandah Street for meaning.

Barcrest Drive

Yandina

Barcrest Drive was part of an estate developed about 1990 by a Brisbane company who
always used the word “crest” in one of its estate street names. The development of
Forest Court, Misty Court, Mountain View Court was included. 15

Baronga Road

Cooloolabin

Baringa is a Kabi Aboriginal word meaning summit or top.16 Baronga Road is at the top
of the range and would have been one of the old forestry roads.
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Ben Williams Road

Yandina

Ben Williams Road is one of Yandina’s most newly named roads.
In 1923 Ben Williams bought a property known as Kenaldare at Bridges that was
to be his and his family’s home. In 1996 the house was relocated to make way for the
Yandina Bypass. Its present site is in Tea Tree Park near the Yandina – Coolum Road
roundabout where it will become a Display and Information Centre. The house was
originally built between 1897 and 1900 by John Gustave Sommer.
Both Ben and his wife Margaret are remembered for their outstanding service to
the community.
Ben was a director of the Maroochy Co-operative Society for thirty-four years
and a member of the following: Yandina-North Arm Branch of the Canegrowers
Association, Moreton Mill Suppliers Committee, Local
Producers Association, Yandina Cemetery Trust, Yandina
State School Committee, Yandina Branch of the Returned
Soldiers’ League, Soldier Settlement Selection Committee
and the Cooroora Electoral Council of the Country Party.
During World War Two he served in the Volunteer Defence
Corps.
Ben, born in Wales, had served in World War One as
member of the British Army. He suffered impaired health
from mustard gas and living in trenches in France and died
in 1963.
Ben Williams.
(Courtesy Rhys Williams)

Margaret belonged to the Yandina Country Women’s
Association, Church of England Women’s Guild, St John’s
Mothers’ Union, Yandina Branch of the Australian Comforts

Fund in World War Two and was honoured with life membership of the Yandina Branch
of Returned Soldiers League Ladies Auxiliary.
As well, Margaret was a member of the Nambour Amateur Theatrical Society
and the Nambour Branch of the Queensland Arts Council. She is also remembered
for her work for the CWA Students’ Hostel and the Red Cross Restrooms.
As a member of Project Concern, she raised money for medical work in Third
World countries. The Margaret Williams Art Show, begun in 1976, continued for 20
years as a memorial to her. She died in 1977.
Their two sons, Rhys and Morgan and their families still live in the district.17

Bisinella Road

Yandina

Bisinella Road was named after the Bisinella family.
At 19, Joe Bisinella “came with a suitcase” from Vicenza, Italy, to Australia in
1949. First he lived with an aunt in Carlton, Victoria, and worked very hard, concreting
during the day, baking bread at night and also finding time to work as a gardener at a
convent on Saturday and Sundays.
Joe came during the main period of migration from Italy to Australia. Over 360
000 Italians arrived between 1947 and 1976. However, by the early 1970s as a result of
recession in Australia and growing prosperity in Italy, more Italian-born people were
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leaving Australia than entering. In fact, 90 000
departed.
Joe remained in Australia and in 1952,
Letizia , aged 21, who was from the same
village in Italy arrived to marry him. They
began married life at Myrtleford in Victoria.
Their first child, Mary, was born in 1954.
In 1957 they moved to the Burdekin area
where Joe purchased a property, which he
cleared to grow tobacco. Three more children

Letizia and Joe Bisinella. (Courtesy Mary Partridge)

were born, Gloria in 1958, Siro in 1962 and
Lelia in 1964.
When tobacco growing was stopped in the Burdekin area in 1963 the family went
to the Mareeba area share farming then back to the Burdekin where they grew cane
and small crops farming, then they bought a farm in the Glasshouse Mountains area
where they grew pineapples and tobacco.
In 1971 the family settled on a cane farm on the Maroochy River called ‘River
Bend”. Joe has acquired a number of other properties around the Maroochy River but
he and Letizia now live in Cox Street.18

Blackall Road

Cooloolabin

Blackall Road is in the Blackall Range and was named after Samuel Wensley Blackall,
1809 – 1871, and became Governor of Queensland from 1868 to 1871. The Blackall
Range, the town of Blackall, the first government steamer, Woombye’s main street and
Blackall Road are all named after Governor Blackall.19
Blackall Road was first used as a forestry road and was named in more recent
times to distinguish it from other forestry roads.

Boree Road

Kulangoor

Boree Road, in early street directories, was an unformed road running along the railway
line from the old Bruce Highway at Kulangoor to Wharf Street but has disappeared
due to the realignment of the railway line.
In notes to John O’Brien’s poem, Around the Boree Log, boree is the Aboriginal
name for the Weeping Myall, “the best firewood in Australia except Gidgee”.
Recurring lines in the poem are:
“The years have turned the rusted key, and time is on the jog
Yet spend another night with me around the boree log.”20

Bottle And Glass Road

Cooloolabin

There are several stories about how the Bottle and Glass Road derived its name. One
story describes how there was a bottle and glass carved into a tree at the top of the steep
pinch. Another story said that an actual bottle with a glass was at the top for exhausted
travellers. A third story was told by Sawmiller Peter Wilkinson who said that an extra
two horses, called Bottle and Glass, had to be added to the regular five horses used by
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Cobb & Co to pull a coach up the steep pinch. Whichever story is true, the fact remains
that the road seems to have had the name of Bottle and Glass since Cobb & Co ran
from Brisbane to Gympie from 1868 to 1879. Mt Bottle and Glass nearby is 235 metres
above sea level.
After leaving the Cobb & Co stables at South Maroochy Crossing, coaches and
horse drawn traffic turned left at the present-day traffic lights and travelled along the
road now called Old Gympie Road turning into Cooloolabin Road, Browns Creek
Road, the Bottle and Glass Road and on to Belli and Gympie. At that time Browns
Creek Road was known as the Bottle and Glass Road. This particular route to Gympie
was a dry weather route and could be used when the coastal route through Tewantin
was too wet.21
In 2003 the Bottle and Glass Road is closed to traffic as part of the Regional
Forests Agreement.

Bracken Fern Road

Yandina

Bracken Fern Road was named after the bracken fern Pteridium esculentum native to
Australia. It is common throughout the district in farmlands and pastures, spreading
by extensive, creeping rhizomes and growing to a height of about three metres. The
Aborigines found it useful and used the stem to treat insect bites.22
Bracken Fern Road locality was subdivided into acreage lots about 1980.

Brandons Road

Yandina

Brandons Road was originally signposted as Brandons Lane. Its official naming came
as a complete surprise to Ray and Elsie Brandon. Perhaps the name originated from
the locals referring to the unmade, unsealed lane used as an access for carting sugar
cane from Brandon’s farm. The present Brandons Road,
Steggall Road and the Old Bruce Highway divide the
present farm into nine deeds, all part of an original selection
by Johann Sommer on 1882. A formal entrance of camphor
laurel and bunya trees line the driveway from the lane to
the farmhouse, “Rose-mere”, that was established by Mr
& Mrs Johann Sommer in 1891 - 1892.
As the bridges over the unnamed creek on Brandons
Road were regularly washed away, a more reliable entrance
to the farm was needed and made on higher ground and
designated ‘the track’.
In the wet months of January and February both these
entrances caused difficulties. The bridges in the lane were
under water and the ‘new’ track was a quagmire swallowing
Ray and Elsie Brandon.
(Courtesy Laurel Sommerfeld)

down tons of gravel and stone and forcing vehicles to use
chains to go out or in. Ray often kept the old, steel-wheeled
Fordson tractor nearby to snig vehicles through the track

and when there were large functions at the farm it was invariably wet and the road very
sloppy. The young people enjoyed snigging their vehicles in and out as part of the
entertainment. Whatever means were used it was a very muddy undertaking and the
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family often got dressed in fresh clothes behind a tree after a good wash in the creek
before making their way to town.
A sign that heralded the beginning of the sugar-crushing season was the call to
Dave Low then Chairman of the Maroochy Shire Council for the lane to be trafficable.
This was followed in rapid succession by truckloads of gravel and bridge builders in
preparation for the heavy loads of cane to pass over the two low bridges on the lane.
Digger, Roy and Esme Rutch lived at the end of the lane and often used it as a
short cut as did children from the Cooloolabin Road farms on the way to school. Ray
and Elsie Brandon’s daughter, Laurel, said that in springtime she too used the lane
when running the gauntlet along the track where Ted Low’s beehives and nesting
magpies lay in waiting.
Laurel recalls, “On my wedding day in July 1965 an unseasonable cyclone caused
us to abandon the track that had been chewed up by vehicles coming in with wedding
arrivals and to resort to the lane. Abandoning thoughts of getting dressed at home my
mother and I repaired to a Nambour Motel with the wedding finery aboard my car
and managed to make it through the already swollen creek in the lane. For the only
time in my life I didn’t pump my brakes to dry them out but soon realised my omission
when we turned in front of traffic to reach the motel and prepared to stop for a vehicle
coming towards us. There was pandemonium when my poor mother who had spent
the entire night checking that the winds did not lift the roof and ruin my wedding
dress, was subjected to a “Watch out Mum! We’ve got no brakes!” and we both looked
tragedy in the eye. Happily we survived to tell the tale after some expert defensive
driving from the other car and some frantic late-pumping of brakes.
The present name of the farm is “Rose-mere” referred to on documents from
1910. However, most people still seem to call it Brandon’s farm in deference to the
Brandon’s long tenure, during which he milked a dairy herd and grew small crops to
pay off the farm, cleared more land and gradually moved into full sugar cane production.
In January 1986 we were glad to have two trafficable entrances to the farm as we
celebrated Ray and Elsie’s 50th Wedding Anniversary with a great and glorious party
lasting all day and most of the night, to which at least 240 relatives and friends made
the journey over a most untypical-dry track and lane. Sadly we were forced to cancel
the 100th birthday celebrations for “Rose-mere” in 1991.”
Ray and Elsie came to Yandina in 1941 from Ferry Hills near Gin Gin. Elsie
Zimitat was born as one of thirteen children on a cane farm at Wallaville. Ray and his
six brothers and sisters spent their early years on a horse stud at Goodnight Scrub after
coming from Grafton and they later joined the Gin Gin Light Horse Brigade working
with horses, breaking and training them. At “Rose-mere” the farm was worked in the
early days by two dignified draught horses, Tommy and Topsy, and they were the
Brandon’s pride and joy. He also delighted in looking after several racehorses for the
Schneider family of Maroochy River. As well, he regularly responded with his truck to
cart away dead horses after they were bitten by a snake or had other accidents that were
common at the time. The family found such incidents very sad.
Following the tenure of Mr& Mrs Blandford and family from 1933 to 1941, a
local Estate Agent Mr Neil McBain travelled to Ferry Hills to sign the farm over to the
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Brandons. He told them they were buying into “Ever-green Yandina” and so it has
proved to be. On the night of their arrival in their open Ford truck in January 1941
with all their worldly belongings stacked on (including the white chooks) all liberally
covered in red dust, the heavens opened on cue and everything they owned, thereafter
bore a red stain.
Elsie Brandon died in 1995 and Ray Brandon passed on in 1999, both aged 87
and still wishing they could continue to farm their beloved “Rose-mere”.
A plaque has been placed on a massive old camphor laurel naming the three
families who made the farm on Brandons Road their home.23

Browns Creek Road

Bridges, Cooloolabin

Brown’s Creek Road was probably named for William Browne and the “e” lost from
the name many years ago.
William Browne was a son of George Browne, manager of Robert Fleming’s
selections at Yandina Creek. In 1906 he married Grace Best, a daughter of George
“Butcher” Best of Yandina and moved to
Eumundi where they remained. William
died in 1948 and Grace, in 1969, leaving a
large number of descendants.
William had a bullock team and he cut
and hauled logs from Earwah Vale, in the
vicinity of a creek that became known as
Brown’s Creek so it is likely that he gave his
name to the creek and the road access
followed suit and became known as Brown’s
Browne Family.
Back l-r: Lionel, Arthur, Ruth, Ted, Jack, Dorothy.
Front l-r: Marjorie, William, Grace.
(Courtesy Barbara Chapple)

Creek Road. The “e” of Browne was lost! In
1918, Brown’s Creek School was established
so the name of the creek was established
before 1918. There is a closed area of road

between the Earwah Vale end of Browns Creek Road and the Yandina end.
The Starlight community on Browns Creek Road has many claims to fame. One
such claim comes from novelist Peter Carey, an ex-resident of Starlight. When he
collected his Miles Franklin Award in the early 1980s, he told the crowd at London’s
Royal Albert Hall, “It’s a long way from Browns Creek Road.” 24

Bruce Highway

Kulangoor, Yandina, North Arm

The Bruce Highway was named when Henry Bruce was Minister for Public Works in
1934. Representatives from Redcliffe, Caboolture, Landsborough and Maroochy Shires
made up the Great North Coast Road Committee to promote a through road from
Redcliffe Road to just north of Eumundi. Their vote to name the new road after Henry
Bruce was carried unanimously.
Henry Adam Bruce was born in Victoria in 1884 and arrived in Queensland in
1902. He became a bush worker in Central Queensland and an Australian Workers’
Union organizer, then a Labor politician.
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Henry Bruce had a long parliamentary record. He
became MLA for Kennedy from 1923 – 1932 and for
Tablelands from 1932 – 1950. During those times he was
Secretary for Public Works from 1932 – 1938, for Public Works
and Public Instruction from 1938 – 1941, for Public Works
from 1941 – 1947 and for Public Instruction from 1947 –
1950. From 1951 to 1958 as MHR he represented Leichhardt.
Henry Bruce died on 11 October, 1958.
There have been many changes to the Bruce Highway
since 1934. It has grown in length from 100 kilometres to
1720 kilometres and is part of the National Highway Network.
In Queensland the number of vehicles registered in 1934 was
92,000, but in 2003 there are 2,376,100 registered. In the 1930s

Henry Bruce. (Courtesy Sunshine
Coast Newspapers)

the government believed that railways were the answer to long distance travel and the
transportation of goods; in 2003 road transport is more popular.
Yandina had always been a highway town and from the 1970s an upgrade of the
Bruce Highway at Yandina had been planned and resumptions of land and relocations
of buildings had been made. However, in 1992 when the Government announced that
the new highway would be built through the centre of Yandina, there were many
objections. A new, independent consultative process was undertaken by Ove Arup &
Partners where eight routes were offered to the public for comment. A route east of
the town was announced in 1995 with construction to begin that year.
Everyone did agree on one fact about a proposed Bypass for Yandina - one of the
worst bottlenecks on the Bruce Highway would disappear. At that time, 19,000 vehicles
including heavy trucks were passing through the township per year.
In 1992, Yandina’s first traffic lights were installed at the intersection of Farrell
Street, Old Gympie Road and Coolum Road, and also at a school crossing at the northern
end of the town so that locals could cross the road with some safety.
The ceremony to turn the first sod was held on 2 June, 1995 and the 6.6 kilometre
Yandina Bypass, at a cost of approximately $55 million was opened on 17 July, 1997.
Another 11.5 kilometre section of four-lane highway from Yandina to Cooroy
opened on 19 September, 2003. Known as the Eumundi Bypass Project, this new road
cost $110 million. 25

Buckby Road

Cooloolabin

Buckby Road was named after Walter and Sarah Buckby who came from the Isis district
to the Eumundi district to sharefarm. They were soon able to buy their own dairy farm
situated where Eumundi-Kenilworth Road meets present-day Buckby Road and
presently owned by the Lockes. Buckby Road was just a rough forest track and is still
mostly unsealed.
Walter, Sarah and their nine children, Bill, Les, Wally, Flo, Iris, Dulcie, Lorna,
Gladdy and Pat worked on the farm and sent cream via Les Kelly to the Eumundi
Butter Factory. They sold milk, cream and eggs to the soldiers who camped nearby in
World War Two and also to Cooloolabin settlers who grew bananas. Walter and Sarah
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Buckby both died in the 1950s and although some of their children sharefarmed for a
while, the farm was eventually sold. Many Buckby descendants still live in the Maroochy
Shire.26

Buckle Street

Yandina

Buckle Street was named after the Reverend Joseph Buckle (1830 – 1912).
In 1873 he became the first owner of an allotment in the Yandina township; he is
also recorded as a first buyer of allotments in other new towns.
Reverend Joseph Buckle was regarded as one of the most aggressive pioneer
ministers of Primitive Methodism. In the late 1870s, he regularly
rode a horse from Brisbane to Gympie taking monthly services
on the way so he would have known the Yandina area well.
Bailliere’s Gazeteer of 1874 notes that in Yandina “ the
Primitive Methodists have selected ground for a chapel but have
not built as yet”. Joseph Buckle’s allotment, it seems, may have
been meant for a chapel.
The Reverend Buckle never built on his allotment but in
the 1920s a local builder, D.J.Ensby, built a house there that
was to be the residence of the manager of the ES&A Bank.
However instead of the manager, “D.J.” and his wife Flora lived
there. In 1935 the house was sold to Ted and Alma Low whose
family owned it for the following 64 years.
An obituary from the Methodist Leader, the Organ of the
Methodist Church in Queensland dated 19 July, 1912 gives the
Reverend Joseph Buckle. 27

remarkable story of Reverend Joseph Buckle:
In the passing away of the Reverend J. Buckle, the oldest and one

of the most widely known ministers of the church disappears. Joseph Buckle was the
youngest son to Thomas and Jane Buckle, born to them on 25 March 1830 in the town
of Masham, a small market town 30 miles distant from York, England.
With three brothers and two sisters he attended the Wesleyan Sunday School and in his
teens became a member of the church. When 20 years of age, at the time of the Wesleyan
Reform Agitation he joined the Primitive Methodist Church and ‘travelled’ first at
Hertford and then at Motherwell, Scotland. Here in 1858 he was married to Ellen
Dresser who had been associated with him in his native town.
That year he was appointed to work in Australia arriving in January 1859 at Ballarat,
Victoria where a cause had been established but had been without a minister for some
time. In that circuit until October 1863 he was in labours more abundant, missioning
new places and erecting sixteen new churches. Recognising his splendid service he was
presented with a gold watch in appreciation thereof. In 1863, he, by the appointment of
the English conference, entered upon the charge of Brisbane, the whole circuit embracing
two churches in Windmill Street, Valley and Adelaide Street, City. He found the city
church heavily involved, but with courage he faced the difficulties. During his twelve
years of superintendency, great expansion took place, Ipswich and Gympie being embraced
in the field of his operations and fifteen new churches being erected. Some time after he
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took charge, there occurred at Oxley Creek, perhaps the most gracious revival that has
ever been experienced in Queensland, the fruits of which have been seen in various parts
of the state and in other states also. A church was built at Rocky Waterholes (Rocklea)
and had soon to be enlarged. The farmers there were leaseholders and after a severe flood
they removed to other parts.
Two locals converted in that revival were the first to preach the gospel on the Gympie
goldfield. In 1875 Gympie was visited by Mr Buckle. The gospel was preached in the
open air, land was purchased and what was known as the ‘Diggers Bethel’, a place of
sacred memories, was built. Settlers from Bunya and Caboolture and from Oxley were
followed by him and societies organised, Adelaide Street was vacated, and Leichhardt
Street Church erected. Bulimba, Bundaberg, Goodna, Redbank Plains etc had churches
built by him.
Long journeys were undertaken on horseback, privations endured, and difficulties
encountered that would scarcely be credited in these days of railways and bikes.
In 1875, Mr Buckle removed to Maryborough where he built Walker Street and March
Street churches. He also extended the work to Burrum and Bundaberg engaging Mr W.
McNaught to assist in sustaining the latter place. In 1880, he returned to the Metropolis
taking charge of the Brisbane First Circuit with Leichhardt Street as head. In 1884 he
visited England and attended the English conference as Queensland’s representative.
On his return he took charge of Caboolture Station and became a supernumerary in
1888, but at a later stage he had charge of Redland Bay for a time.
He secured the incorporation of the Methodist Church in 1873 and was secretary all
through with the exception of a few years.
The jubilee of his wedding was commemorated at the residence of his son, Mr
W.G.Buckle, Nundah in August 1908. After his superannuation, he continued to
preach in the various churches until a few years ago. His growing infirmities were
manifest for some time and on the afternoon of 1 July he peacefully entered upon sleep,
having been as he used to sing ‘a pilgrim over hills and dales and valleys’ for over 82
years, during 52 years of which he had been minister of Jesus Christ.
At his funeral the Reverends G.E.Rowe and T.Brassington (President) officiated, the
service in the house being conducted by the Reverends W.Powell and J.Williams. Many
of our ministers and other friends as well as members of his family, followed his remains
to the Toowong resting place.
On the following Sunday an In Memoriam Service was conducted in Leichhardt Street
Church by President Brassington there being a large congregation. All the members of
his family were present.
A memorial tablet to the Reverend Joseph Buckle was placed in the Bundamba Uniting
Church.27

Bunya Road

Bridges

In 1888, the Yandina - Cooran Road was constructed and the road presently called
Bunya Road was a part of that road. The road was built to carry passengers from Yandina
to Cooran while the railway line was being completed. This part of the line was the last
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to be finished because of the difficulty of the EumundiCooroy Range.
Until the line was opened to Cooran in July, 1891,
Myles & Co linked services to the trains and ran coaches
between the two towns along the Yandina - Cooran
Road.
Bunya Road was named for the bunya pine
Araucaria bidwillii a large tree to forty metres in height,
once common in the Yandina district. Bunya trees fruit
heavily every three years and their abundant supply of
bunya nuts was a valuable food source to Aborigines.
Andrew Petrie, who collected specimens of the bunya
trees after exploration along the Maroochy River in
1839, persuaded Governor Gipps to make the following
Bunya trees, Wharf Street.
(Courtesy Audienne Blyth)

proclamation in the New South Wales Government
Gazette in 1842.
Colonial Secretary’s Office

Sydney, 14 April, 1842
It having been represented to the governor that a District to the Northward of Moreton
Bay in which a fruit bearing tree abounds, called bunya or banya bunya, and that the
Aborigines from considerable distances resort at certain times of the year to this district for
the purpose of eating the fruit of the said Tree: His Excellency is pleased to direct that no
Licenses be granted for the occupation of any Lands within the said district in which the
Bunya or Banya Bunya Tree is found. And notice is hereby given that the several
Crown Commissioners in the New England and Moreton Bay districts have been
instructed to remove any persons who may be in the unauthorised occupation of Land
wheron the said Bunya of Banya Bunya Trees are to be found. His Excellency has also
directed that no Licenses to cut Timber be granted within the said Districts.
By His Excellency’s Command,
E.Deas Thompson
The effect of the proclamation was to create a reserved area along the Blackall Range
and its coastal orientated spurs northward on the ranges to Mount Bauple where the
trees grew abundantly. Here the Aborigines were free to gather and feast on the nuts
when they were ripe free from any interference from white men.
However, after Queensland became a separate state in 1859, one of the first acts
passed by the Queensland Parliament repealed Gipps’ 1842 bunya proclamation.
Squatters and timber licences were then available. 28
Europeans began to arrive in numbers from 1860 and have not stopped to this
day!
The bunya pine is a decorative tree but unsuitable for home gardens because of
its great size and because it is so prickly. It is difficult to imagine that Aborigines climbed
the trees to knock down the cones. Nowadays people wait for the cones to fall in
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January and February but this too is dangerous as the cones can weigh up to ten
kilograms each. Scattered trees may still be seen in paddocks around Yandina and local
residents especially enjoy their annual feast of bunya nuts.

Burtons Road

Bridges

Burtons Road was named after Frederick George Burton (1858-1952) who selected
Portion 171 of 160 acres in 1883. His wife was Helene Henrietta Justine Sommer
(1862-1924), a daughter of Johan Sommer. Their ten children were: Effie, Alfred,
Leila, Frederick, Edgar, Cecilia, Clarice, Lennor, Ethel and Victor.
Frederick’s obituary in The Nambour Chronicle said that he was among the early
farming pioneers of the district, a noted successful
dairyman and owner of the Yimmin Stud at Bridges. He
had been a Director of the Caboolture Co-op Dairy
Association almost since it began in 1906. He was also
prominent in community affairs and served as chairman
of the Yandina School Committee and as a member of
the Maroochy Divisional Board in 1891 and 1892.
In the 1890s, timbergetters, Frederick Burton,
Richard Sommer and Charles Chambers sent their timber
by train from North Arm to Yandina from where John
Low unloaded it and supervised the rafting to William
Pettigrew’s Sawmill at Maroochydore. Burton and
Sommer also cut timber from Green Hills, Coolum, which
they either rafted to the Maroochydore mill or rafted up
the river to Yandina to be sent to Brisbane mills by rail.
With the last of the softwoods removed, rafting ended Frederick and Helene Burton, (Courtesy
June Moro)
and timbergetters turned to hardwoods, which were sent
by rail.
Frederick Burton lived to the remarkable age of 94 years and is buried in the
Yandina Cemetery.29

Burtons Road

Maroochy River

Burtons Road became known as such because the road originally went only as far as
their property on the Maroochy River.
Henry Burton, his wife and four sons came to Queensland in 1884 from the
North of England and arrived on the Maroochy River in 1889. Their selections were
Portions104 and 147 in 1889 and Portion 275 in 1904. Father and sons worked together,
clearing, fencing and establishing bananas at “Longreach” on the Maroochy River. In
1893 Henry Burton returned to Brisbane with three of his sons gradually following
him. His eldest son William Henry Burton remained at “Palmetto” on the Maroochy
River and grew cane for the Moreton Sugar Mill as well as bananas and citrus which
were towed up the river to Yandina and sent by rail to Brisbane. He was a J.P., a
foundation member of the Maroochy Progress Association, a member of the Maroochy
Masonic Lodge for over fifty years and a supporter of community organizations.
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A story about Willam Henry Burton and one of his
brothers was how they walked from Yandina to Brisbane in a
day and a night, did some sight-seeing and walked back, just to
see what the country was like.
William married Elizabeth Covington, a daughter of the
early Maroochy River pioneer, Richard Covington. His second
marriage was to Matron Louise Adams of Nambour. William
and Elizabeth Burton had an only child, Henry Cassiblian
Burton, who was educated in Brisbane but returned to own
various farms in the district. Henry married Kathleen Colley
and their eleven children are: Raymond, Marjorie (Locke),
Alwyn (Harper), Margaret (Paxton), Thomas, Edwin, Thelma
(Pickering), Ruby (Hoddinott), and William Edward. Two of

Henry Burton 30

the children, William Leicester and Lurlene, died at a young age.
Raymond Burton took over the old farm at Maroochy River until 1960 when it
was later sold to the Lees family. There are many Burton descendants who now live in
many parts of the shire and different parts of Australia. 30

Caladenia Court

Maroochy River

Caladenia Court, Callistemon Court, Caree Court, Donovan Place, Mount Coolum
Close, Ocean Vista Drive and River Vista Court make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position
and mostly the names chosen represented obvious choices.
Caladenia Court was named after a small ground orchid Caladenia alba that grows
on the Sunshine Coast. Plants sometimes form scattered communities and can be
found singly or plentifully often growing in pure sand or where the drainage is good. It
likes to grow in the understorey of a casuarina forest where there is a layer of leaf
litter.31

Callistemon Court

Maroochy River

Callistemon Court, Caladenia Court, Caree Court, Donovan Place, Mount Coolum
Close, Ocean Vista Drive and River Vista Court make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position
and mostly the names chosen represented obvious choices.
Callistemon Court was named for the eye-catching callistemons that
are native to the district. Nectar-feeding birds and insects love their massed
flowering.
Callistemons are perhaps the most well known and most widely grown
native plants in Queensland. Of all the callistemons, the weeping
bottlebrush Callistemon viminalis is commonly seen along the banks of the
Maroochy River especially at Vee Road and Colemans Road.32
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Candle Nut Court

Ninderry

Candle Nut Court began as a subdivision in the late 1980s. It is named after the
candlenut tree Aleurites moluccana a native of North Queensland. Candlenut trees can
grow to twenty metres in height and can produce a ten-metre spread. Some have been
planted in Candle Nut Court. The kernels of the candlenut tree contain about 60%
oil, similar to linseed or tung oil.33

Cane Road

Yandina

Cane Road is unformed but is an approved road. A subdivision carried out in 1889
shows this road surveyed and unnamed. The latest cadastral index map of the area
shows Cane Road coming off Wappa Falls Road and meeting unformed Pebble Road
which joins Coleman Farm Road.
Cane has been an important crop for the district to supply the Moreton Sugar
Mill from 1897 to the present and a rich history belongs to this industry. Many farm
roads have been designated as cane roads but this road has been formally named Cane
Road in recent times.34

Caree Court

Maroochy River

Caree Court, Caladenia Court, Callistemon Court, Donovan Place, Mount Coolum
Close, Ocean Vista Drive and River Vista Court make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position
and mostly the names chosen represented obvious choices.
The Aboriginal name for Fraser Island, caree, was recorded by Archibald Meston,
Queensland’s Protector of Aborigines, in 1896. Later, about 1938, an Aborigine called
Giarbau referred to the island as garee. 35

Carinya Way

Yandina

Carinya Way was named after the old homestead, Carinya, relocated to Yandina in
three pieces from Post Office Road, Mapleton in 1984. Carinya, which means “place
of peace”, was the name given by Mapleton owners, the Upton family.
A member of the Cramb family of Cooroy built the original house in 1911 for
Mapleton pioneers, David John Williams and his wife Amy Smith. They established
large orchards on their farm and named the house, Orangerania. A later owner called
the house, Wilkston.
Carinya, with its decorative iron lace, verandahs, coloured-glass window insets
and pressed metal ceilings was restored and became an art gallery as well as a showroom
for the sale of antique furniture. The Gingerbread Cottage next door sold refreshments
and souvenirs. A third building, Wagon Wheels, which had been the home of Sam Kelly
and his family in the 1890s, was part of the tourist attraction as well. A horse and cart
completed the picture. A grand opening was held on 9 February, 1985. At present, the
buildings are used as private residences. 36
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Carnarvon Court

Yandina Creek

Coolum Chase Estate, begun in 1990, is a residential subdivision and includes Musgrave
Drive, Leichhardt Drive, Auburn Court, Carnarvon Court and Hamersley Court, all
named after well-known Australian people or places.
Carnarvon Court was named after Lord Carnarvon (1831-1890) who became
Secretary of State for the Colonies from 1866 to 1867 and from 1874 to 1878. He was
an expert on colonial affairs and tried to build close relations between Britain and its
colonies. Carnarvon in Western Australia has also been named after Lord Carnarvon as
has the Carnarvon Range in Central Queensland.37
Carnarvon Court is at present an unformed road.

Carnival Street

Yandina

Carnival Street was named for the carnivals held in the 1940s and 1950s at the Yandina
Racecourse and Recreation Reserve, an area of approximately 51 acres proclaimed in
1896.
Rita Kane recalls her family walking from Bridges in the 1940s to attend carnival
days and these were full of excitement for children. There were novelty races and tug
o’war as well as horse racing, with meals and refreshments for all.
In the final 1946 report of the Yandina Branch of the Australian Comforts Fund,
an entry shows: A Bushman’s Carnival and two sports days were conducted by the
Yandina Sports Committees, at which the Yandina Branch of the Australian Comforts
Fund assisted and raised £332.7.10.” (The Yandina Racecourse and Recreation Reserve
was redeveloped and renamed the Yandina Sports Complex in 1977.) 38

Carr Road

Bridges

Carr Road, previously known as Rutch Road, was officially named after Norman and
Bette Carr in the 1980s.
The Carrs, as newly weds in 1963, came to live on a property they bought from
John Growden. The property boarded Browns Creek Road and Rutch Road. There
they reared their family, Steven, Russell, Leanne (Tipler) and Grant, who all live on
the Sunshine Coast.
The property was named “Cambridge” soon after purchase and at that time grew
a small amount of cane. With the purchase of land from Steggalls and Hansons, the
farm increased in size. “Cambridge” has always produced cane, but will cease with the
expected mill closure at the end of 2003.
For many years the parents of both Carrs have been farmers in the North Arm
and Bridges localities. Norman Carr’s parents, Percy and Dorrie Carr, came from
Pomona about forty-one years ago to a cane farm at Bridges. Bette Carr’s grandparents,
James and Violet Krome, began dairying as early as 1915 at North Arm. 39
See Kromes Road as well.

Cascade Drive

Yandina

Cascade Drive, Elm Court, Grove Court and Koongalba Street make up the residential
subdivision of Cascade Estate of sixty-six allotments begun in 1989.
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The developers used the name cascade because of the cascading Maroochy River
nearby.
Originally Cascade Estate was part of Portion 4, the first selection of land on the
Sunshine Coast. See also Old Cobb & Co Lane.

Central Park Drive

Yandina

Central Park Drive is central to an Industrial subdivision begun in 1990.

Chants Road

Valdora

In 1958 Fay and Geoff Chant built their home on a property they bought at the end of
an unnamed dirt road that became known as Chants Road. They were rather surprised
in the 1970s to find that, out of the blue, Council erected the sign, “Chants Road”. The
years of locals giving directions past “the road to Chants” meant that the name became
official.
Fresh from Sydney, Fay and Geoff met old identities and heard their stories.
Their property had once belonged to Billy Galt who told them about the springs on
Ninderry which never ran dry even in the worst droughts and of the early routes taken
by Cobb & Co around Ninderry.
Two Valdora carpenters, Wally and Bill Volgath, who built the Chants’ house told
them about successful fossicking for gold on Ninderry.
rom 1868 to 1879 the Cobb & Co Coach route from stables at South Maroochy
Crossing followed (using modern-day names) Ninderry Road, Chants Road, Targoo
Road, Yandina Creek Road, Zgrajewski Road, Doonan Bridge Road and on to Tewantin.
This route could be used only in dry weather, otherwise the route via Belli was used.40

Clarinda Road

Ninderry

Clarinda Road and Eulinga Court make up this residential subdivision which began in
1981 and has gradually expanded in different stages.
Clarinda is a girl’s name particularly popular in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries and is perpetuated in street names and cities and towns. Clarinda is likely to
be of French origin and is derived from Claire meaning bright and famous.
Eulinga is one of the street names in Clarinda of South East Melbourne.41 Perhaps
the developer came from this area of Victoria.

Coleman Farm Road

Yandina

See Colemans Road.

Colemans Road

Yandina

In 1956 Tom and Val Coleman and their two sons, Wayne and Garry, arrived from
Bundaberg. They had purchased Ted Rowe’s cane farm, with fifty-six acres of cane
assignment, on the South Arm of the Maroochy River. Sheryl and Susan were born
after they came to Yandina.
The only exit from the farm was to Cooloolabin Road by an old wooden bridge
across the river and along a track. In their first cane season a load of cane smashed the
bridge decking but was temporarily repaired so the cane could be taken out.
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The present bridge was built downstream in 1964 by Council bridge builder Ted
Goeldner and Tom Coleman working together. Ted dressed the girders and the council
placed them using a crane. Tom supplied the decking and with Robert Gobbert, a
neighbour, placed and spiked the decking. As well, Tom and Robert maintained the
road which became known as Colemans Road.
In 1957 Maroochy Shire Council agreed to spend £75 (seventy-five pounds) on a
road exiting on to Wappa Falls Road so that the Colemans’ cane could be sent more
conveniently to the mill. The Council surveyor marked the alignment; Reg Humphreys
and Tom Coleman “blew the trees”; Ted Low as Council foreman worked out how to
build the best road within the allowable budget and used a small dozer and grader to
clear a “road” that became known as Coleman Farm Road.
Tom Coleman recalls the bend in the river where he grew his best cane. By chance,
Bill Cox told him how he had cut heavy scrub including beech and cedar in that very
place when he first arrived in Yandina about 1900.
Tom also recalls how the river would rise very quickly after heavy rain. The family
witnessed some great floods between their arrival in 1956 and departure in 1976. Just
before they left, Tom, while helping out the new owner, tragically lost a leg in a tractor
accident. He has since retired and remains in the district. Wayne and Garry still live in
the Yandina area. All are well known in the community.42

Collins Road

Yandina

Collins Road is an old road used by Ninderry and Fairhill settlers travelling to Stevens’
Rocks (later called Brownes’ Rocks and The Rocks) where the Tadorna Rajah delivered
stores in the 1880s. Peter Stevens’ children walked or rode horses along this route to
attend Fairhill Provisional School in 1890. John Beaton who had a selection at Lees
Road used to walk to Stevens’ Rocks via Chambers Crossing and Collins Road to
collect his supplies. As he did not have a horse he and a neighbour would carry a sack
of flour piggyback and turnabout to Lees Road!
Percy and Rebecca Collins came from Childers to a cane farm near the bridge on
the North Maroochy River in 1936. Their three children were Neville, Lois and Eunice.
For many years Neville Collins used horses and a scoop to take sand and gravel out of
the river to sell to local contractors like Vic Cordwell and Alan Horsfall.
Ken Paulger recalls the tragic loss of the two horses in deep water when the scoop
got caught throwing the driver out. Neville gave up scooping for gravel after that. Ken
recalls how he used to see Lois Collins walking along Paulgers’ Flat to the dances in
Yandina so he began to accompany her and later on he married her!
In 1962 the Collins family sold the farm to the Colley Brothers and left the
district.43

Compton Court

Yandina

Compton Court is shown in the Sunshine Coast UBD but has no street sign and is
unable to be located. Advice from MSC is that it was never approved and should be
removed from records.
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Conn Street

Yandina

Conn is an abbreviation of connection. Conn Street provides the connection between
Stevens Street and Fleming Street. A level crossing existed at the southern end of the
Yandina Railway Station where Stevens Street crossed the line and joined with Coolum
Road. This crossing was closed in 1927 and an underpass opened and Fleming Street
was extended to meet up with Coolum Road.

Constellation Way

Maroochy River

Constellation Way was named by Judy Murphy for her interest in astrology. Judy and
Neil Murphy previously owned the Dunethin Rock Riding Ranch which became
Dunethin Highlands Estate, an area of 150 acres of very thick bush, developed in 1994.
Judy Murphy says she was the first to use the word, “Highlands”, in the name of an
estate and noticed that some other estates over the coast soon followed. She recalls that
there was an old runway used many years ago by crop-dusting planes on the site of
Constellation Way.
Forest Hill Drive, Highlands Hill Road and Timberland Close are part of this
subdivision. The names suit the area and were chosen by developers, Shadforth, Dickson
& Associates.44
A definition from World Book: “A constellation is a group of stars within a definite
region of the sky. Earth is a planet in the constellation called the Milky Way.”

Cooloolabin Road

Yandina

Cooloolabin comes from the Aboriginal words, kulla meaning bear and bin meaning
place of. Early settlers adopted the Aboriginal name for the area and used a route via
Kiamba Road and Wattle Road to travel from Cooloolabin to Yandina.
Cooloolabin Road was once called Wappa Road and stopped at the base of the
range until 1920 when it continued to the top of the range. Selectors formed a Farmers
and Fruitgrowers Association which contributed voluntary labour to Shire-Councilpaid work to improve a very difficult road.
Cooloolabin’s vast timber resources were known from the earliest days of
settlement. Jocumsen’s Sawmill operated there from 1919 to the mid 1920s. Fosters’
Sawmill operated from 1932 to 1945. Large quantities of sawn timber and piles for
wharves were taken by truck to Brisbane or to Yandina Railway Station especially during
the years of World War Two. From 1934 to 1938, Jack Ferris drove the first Crawler
tractor on the Sunshine Coast which snigged, loaded and hauled two bullock wagons
of logs daily from Cooloolabin via Kiamba to Wilkinsons Yandina Sawmill.
From the 1920s the Johnston family operated a mail, groceries and cream run
and used the road daily. When Cooloolabin State School closed in 1962, Arthur Johnston
transported children to school in Yandina by a bus which had been an old army
ambulance. On Saturday nights he brought residents to Yandina to attend “the pictures”
in the School of Arts.
Martin Schultz recalls working as a surveyor’s assistant on Cooloolabin Road
when it was only a one-track, dirt road. The road was greatly improved before the
building of Cooloolabin Dam; the Dam was finished in 1979. 45
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Families from Cooloolabin now commute daily along Cooloolabin Road to
schools and work.

Coominya Drive

Maroochy River

Coominya Drive is an unformed road at one end of Kirra Road. Extensions to recent
subdivisions are common in this area.
Coominya is a locality south west of Lake Wivenhoe. The name comes from the
Yugurabul Aboriginal word meaning a view of water, a corruption of kung-i-nya, from
kung, water, and nya, to see. Coominya, the name given to the railway station, was
adopted from nearby where some lagoons could be seen. The railway station has since
gone and the lagoons have been drained! 46

Cordwell Road

Yandina
Cordwell Road was named in 1983 after Vic Cordwell (1914
– 1988).
Victor Thomas Cordwell arrived on the Sunshine Coast
at the age of three when his parents, William Cordwell and
Rose Ann Green, moved to a farm at Dulong. As the eldest of
nine children, he became used to hard work. He used to say
that his education came through life. Having moved with his
family to several locations in southern Queensland, he
returned to the Sunshine Coast at twenty and worked in
Eumundi at numerous jobs such as felling trees, shoeing
horses and on road gangs. He moved to Yandina in 1940 and
the following year he joined the army and served in Borneo,

Yandina identities 1983.
Back: Derry Pearce, Nelson
Woolnough, Jim Johnston, Alf Dyne.
Centre: Councillor Barry Duff, Vic
Cordwell, Reg Richards, Nev Kane.
Front: George Jorgensen, Bill Adsett,
Keith Richardson.
(Courtesy Sunshine Coast Newspapers)

Marotai, Balikpapan, San Merindo and Sagasan.
Returning from World War Two he worked in the
Cooloolabin Forestry and then began a sand and gravel
business with an old Ford truck and a shovel. He also
welcomed any odd jobs that came along such as carting
furniture, garden soil or coal or even house moving. Nelson

Woolnough, an old Yandina resident, recalled those early days
when Vic Cordwell used to fill his five-yard truck with gravel using only a shovel. For
eight years he loaded the gravel trucks in this way, sometimes up to six times a day.
In 1955 Vic Cordwell bought his first piece of new equipment, a Bedford truck.
About twelve months later he bought a Berryman loader for £350. This was fixed to
the back of the Bedford truck and would winch the scoop forward and have to be
tipped with a rope and pulled back by hand.
In 1958 he employed an assistant and not long after this he bought a tractor with
two winches and started to dredge his own materials out of the river. This success was
followed by the purchase of a loader with a blade for excavating and loading in 1960
and a bigger tractor and a dragline the following year. By this time, Trevor and Garry
were working with their father.
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In 1964 he set up a crushing and screening plant in Dunethin Rock Road and in
1967 established the first ready-mix concrete plant on the Sunshine Coast. Sand and
gravel were measured by loader scoops and tipped from a ramp to be taken up a conveyor
onto his only truck. Cement was purchased in bags and broken in the scoop as needed.
Some days the men would be covered in cement dust. Water for the concrete was
obtained from the town supply that came to their house on Wharf Street above the
railway line and was timed into the truck as so many gallons per minute. Every size
load had its mix and had to be timed exactly.
In 1969 his business moved to the Bruce Highway where he built a more modern
ready-mix plant and office. The crusher and screening plant were relocated. Throughout
the 1970s many contracts were won involving major pours. The 2400 square metre
slab poured in 1979 for the Yandina Ginger Factory was said to have been the Coast’s
biggest. The company has laid foundations for buildings, factories, shopping centres,
bridges and dams from one end of the Sunshine Coast to the other.
Vic Cordwell married Lillian Engle and their children are Eveline, Ron, Trevor,
Noelene and Garry. He remarried twice more before his death in 1988. Garry and his
wife Pat purchased Cordwell’s Concrete from the Estate and combined it with their
bulk haulage business. Their children, David, Brian, Peter and Maree and partners are
also involved in the business.47
See also Vic Cordwell Park.

Coulson Road

Yandina

Coulson Road once extended from School Road to
Coulson’s Wharf. With the building of the first bridge
over the North Maroochy River in 1921, the road
became part of the Yandina-Coolum Road. At present
Coulson Road is a very short road.
William Coulson at the age of nine arrived in
Australia from Durham, England with his parents and
brothers and sisters in 1886. In 1892 his parents selected
Portion 160V in the locality of Ninderry. This Portion
was reselected by Thomas Coulson in 1896 and
reselected in 1907 by Joseph Edwards who had married
William’s sister. The registers of Fairhill School show
William’s brother and sisters enrolled at Fairhill
Provisional School in the 1890s. William married
Isabella and their two children, Trudy and Lionel, each

William and Isabella Coulson and children
Lionel and Trudy. (Courtesy T. Pearce)

married a brother and sister from the Pearce family.
In 1908 William Coulson commenced a boat carrying service with a small boat
on the Maroochy River. In January the following year he obtained a waterman’s licence
to operate the motorboat Kate, which was licensed to carry ten passengers. In 1910 he
operated the twenty-passenger Sis and was granted a contract to deliver mail two days
a week from Yandina to Bli Bli via Coolum Creek for £35 (thirty-five pounds) a year.
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The Queenslander, 10 March 1932.
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The Queenslander, 14 March 1932.
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For many years Coulson’s boat travelled once or twice a week to Coolum Creek
Wharf before Yandina-Coolum Road was built. The Ross family had the mail contract
at Coolum and their daughters met the boat with a buggy and pair to collect the mail,
meat, bread and other goods.
William Coulson was joined by a partner and they traded as Coulson and Ablin
until 1941.
Irene and Ariel, each thirty-three feet long and licensed to carry forty passengers,
were popular additions. These boats were fully laden on public holidays with passengers
travelling from Yandina to Cotton Tree for a picnic lunch and return.
Coulson’s Boat Service was of great assistance to farmers living along the river.
Trudy Pearce recalls working beside her father in the 1940s before her brother Lionel
returned from World War Two to help. Besides mail and passengers, groceries, bread,
meat, blocks of ice, goods such as furniture, sawn timber for cases for the fruit industry
and building materials were delivered. Some goods were awkward and heavy like the
batteries for wirelesses and the cream cans destined for further delivery to the railway
station to go by train to butter factories at Caboolture and Eumundi. Farmers had
house cows and poultry so there was always animal feed to be delivered. There were
no roads; houses fronted the river so all the farmers were dependent on the boat service.
Mail deliveries and mail collections were made as far as Butts’ Store at Maroochydore.
Before his death in 1950 William Coulson had a boat specially built with shallow
draft to cope with the silting of the river. His son Lionel then took over the business
and by 1951 he was making calls at sixty jetties.
During an interview in that year, Lionel said that the 1951 floods had been the
worst in his memory. They swept away the sheds at the Yandina Wharf and carried
away one of his boats into a canefield where it was wrecked. The water rose more than
one and a half metres higher than the highest mark pegged by his father during a
lifetime on the river.
Lionel Coulson, a farmer as well, carried on the boat run until 1954 when the
business changed hands several times. However,as a result of the building of better
roads and farmers building their homes along roads, the boat service ended.48

Country Coolum Drive

Yandina Creek

Country Coolum Drive is part of a residential subdivision called Country Coolum
Estate. The first stage began in 2001 and the second, the following year. Eric Annett, a
real estate salesman involved in the development, said that the estate was almost called
Whistler Ridge Estate. Eric comes from Vancouver in Canada and used to ski at Whistler
where the landscape reminded him of the estate.
The estate also includes Whistler Ridge Drive, Nature Close and Hideaway Court.
The names were chosen to reflect the area around Whistler, in Canada where people
enjoy nature and hike to hideaways.49

Cox Street

Yandina

In the original survey of the Yandina township Cox Street and the surrounding
allotments were a block of two acres purchased by Robert Scott Junior in 1877.
See Scott Street for more detail.
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Cox Street was named after the Cox family who arrived about 1900 from Pine
Mountain near Ipswich. John William Cox and his wife Harriet Ann Russell bought
allotments in what became known as Cox Street. At that time the land near the river
was covered with scrub including big trees. They built the first house in the street but
it has been gone for many years.
Steam trains took on water at Yandina Railway Station and John Cox worked as
the water pumper. Old photos show a Pump house, built close to the railway line and
the Maroochy River.
John and Harriet Cox had eight children, Bill, Stan, Jack, George, Elizabeth,
Ethel, May and Maud. Their son Bill also worked as a pumper. During the period of
World War Two, his job was regarded as essential to the war effort so he was not allowed
to enlist. Bill Cox was able to build up his own business to become a well-known
wrecking yard selling spare parts from his home in Old Gympie Road from 1940 to
1961. His customers came from all over South East Queensland.
Val Carroll whose parents, the Lows, were neighbours to Bill Cox’s wrecking
yard recalls the army’s heavy gun emplacements there in World War Two. Perhaps the
army believed the yard might be a target for enemy bombing as it looked like an
equipment base from the air.
Another son of John Cox was John Hudson Cox, known as Jack who, in 1902, at
the age of thirteen, became the first pupil teacher at Yandina State School when the
headmaster was John Sommerville.50

Creightons Road

Kulangoor, Yandina

Creighton’s Road was named about 1978. It was named after Harold Melville Creighton
who came to Australia from England in time to enlist for World War One as an eighteenyear-old. During the war he suffered injuries which were to worry him all his life.
On his return to Queensland, he began farming at Coomera until a disastrous
drought caused a reclamation by the bank. So, riding his horse and leading a packhorse,
he travelled north to Nambour and worked as a butcher. In 1931 he met and married
Theresa Clarke. Theresa was brought up in Jimna and Kilcoy but her family often
used to visit the coast where her uncles operated Clarke Brothers’ Fishing Fleet at
Caloundra.
Theresa and Harold Creighton bought a house on the corner of Maud and Sydney
Streets, Nambour, where their daughters Una and Miva were born. In the early 1930s
they opened a butcher shop in Currie Street between the ANZ Bank and the Club
Hotel.
In 1940 they sold the shop and moved to Image Flat and again in 1945, they sold
and moved to Kulangoor where Theresa’s father built them a house on the corner of
Ayrshire and Ferntree Creek Roads.
Miva recalls the move from Image Flat in 1945 with the family walking the cattle
along an old stock route across the backcountry to Kulangoor. This route had been
used from the early days of settlement for the transfer of cattle. Miva also recalls the
dingoes patrolling in packs and what a danger they were.
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About 1950 Fred Murray surveyed
allotments from their property along the
Bruce Highway including twenty-six
acres around their house that was later to
become the Big Cow Tourist Complex.
In 1950 Theresa’s father built
another house for them on the road now
known as Creighton’s Road where they
established a milk supply business. There
they stayed until they sold out to retire in
the early 1960s.
In 1972, Joy and Dan Foster recall

Harold Creighton and daughters Una and Miva.
(Courtesy Miva McBride)

buying a block of land from Washingtons,
the Developers of Blue Hills Estate, in Creighton’s Road. By 1975, they had built a
new house which was the second in Creighton’s Road. John Matthews had the contract
to build the road and Dan Foster worked with him.
Further subdivision of Creighton’s Road occurred in 1990 with Mt Combe Estate. 51
See Mt Combe Drive and Glenrowan Close

Crump Road

Valdora

Crump Road was named after Bob and May Crump and their two sons Trevor and
Robert who left Beaudesert in 1925 to settle at Valdora. After years of hard work on
dairy farms they were able to buy their own dairy farm. Two more sons, Bill and
Herbert, were born at Valdora. From dairying the family went into bananas.
Crumps no longer live in Crump Road. Five Crump families live nearby in
Thomson Valley Road and the original farm has been divided many times. They are no
longer farmers but have employment elsewhere. Some say the Maroochy Shire Council
would have to close down if it were not for the Crumps! 52

Dajaman Court

Maroochy River

Dajaman Court was named after the four sons of Julian O’Brien who owned the
property before subdivision in 1994. His sons’ names were: Daniel, James, Matthew
and Andrew.53

Davisons Road

Ninderry, North Arm

Davisons Road was named after George Frederick Davison who arrived with his wife
Bridget at North Arm in 1907 from the Clarence River. George and Bridget bought a
dairy farm that had previously belonged to the Goeths family. The Davison children
were: Fred, Jim, Eileen, George Basil and Nellie.
For forty-six years the Davisons’ home was in various houses in Rifle Range
Road now known as Fairhill Road. Fred, George Basil, Nellie and Eileen’s husband
served in World War Two while Jim continued to work the dairy farm considered an
essential industry. Both Nellie and Eileen have recorded their memories of North
Arm. Nell and Jim’s wife, Dot, describe their experiences in the war years in Yandina
Women Remember.
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George Frederick Davison was a “jack of all trades”, a dairy farmer and breeder of
Black Berkshire pigs, a cane farmer, a local veterinarian as well as a blacksmith able to
make horseshoes for his own team of plough horses.
As well, he was well respected and prominent in the community as a Maroochy
Shire Councillor from 1935 to 1954 and was honoured after his death with the naming
of the George Davison Bridge over the railway line at North Arm. He helped to establish
the North Arm – Toolburra Rifle Club in 1914 and was a Club Captain, noted marksman
and Patron. The story of the Davison family’s contribution to the rifle club is contained
in Keen Eye, Steady Hand.
He became a Chairman of Directors of the Maroochy Co-operative Society, a
Trustee of the Maroochy General Cemetery at Yandina, a foundation member of the
Yandina Bowling Club and a member of the Nambour Fire Brigade and the Nambour
Bowling Club. For some years he was also head of the Yandina Race Club.
George Frederick Davison died in 1954 aged 71 and his wife, Bridget, died in
1958 aged 76. They have many well-known descendants in the district. 54
See also George Davison Bridge.

Delitt Road

North Arm

Delitt Road was named after the Delitt family and is yet unformed. Henry Delitt and
his wife arrived from Kenilworth with their eight children in North Arm in 1906
having purchased approximately 360 acres that had previously belonged to the Atkinsons.
They regretted not being able to buy the 800 acres offered. Two sons, Percy and Laurie,
were later able to buy the property from their parents’ estate. Percy Delitt bought out
his brother but took many years to pay off the property. He and his wife Dorothy had
nine children, Margaret, Ken, Colin, Andrew, Keith, Paul, Peter, Colleen and Jason.
The family produced butter and cream on their farm until the 1960s when they could
see dairying coming to an end. They attempted to go into cane but were unable to
acquire an assignment from the mill so went into beef cattle buying an additional two
large blocks at Belli.
Not able to see the rewards for many years of hard work, Dorothy Delitt died in 1981
and her husband Percy passed away in 1992. Another generation of the Delitt family
still owns the property and in the last ten years have grown ginger.55

Delta Road

Yandina

With the realignment of Cooloolabin Road a small section of road remained that became
Delta Road. It was so named by Maroochy Shire Councillor Elaine Green for two
reasons: a map of the area looks like a delta and the name was least likely to offend
residents nearby. Elaine said that this was the only road she named while she was a
councillor from 1991–1993.
The Macquarie Dictionary gives the definition of a delta as “a nearly flat plain of
alluvial deposit between diverging branches of the mouth of a river”.56
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Donovan Place

Maroochy River

Donovan Place, Caladenia Court, Callistemon Court, Caree Court, Mount Coolum
Close, Ocean Vista Drive and River Vista Court make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position.
Sue and Phil Donovan owned a property along Valdora Road which extended to
Ninderry Rise Subdivision. Donovan Place was named for them.57

Dorans Road

Valdora

Dorans Road was named after Bill and Edna Doran who established a dairy farm and
ran cattle on their property in the 1940s. Their two sons, Mervyn and Keith attended
the Golden Valley School before it closed in 1942. The Dorans have since left Valdora.58

Dunethin Rock Road

Maroochy River

The road older residents knew as Dunethin Rock Road has been renamed the YandinaBli Bli Road. According to the Sunshine Coast UBD Dunethin Rock Road is now a
short road.
The word, Dunethin is of Aboriginal origin and means place of the swimming
trees, dhu, trees, yungathin, swim. Aborigines saw timbergetters’ rafts as swimming trees.
Originally Dunethin was spelt with an “m” until the 1970s but since then it has
been officially spelt with an “n”.
Dunethin Rock has been a tourist attraction since early times offering a magnificent
panorama of the district to photographers and visitors. The beauty of the views from
Dunethin Rock may be one of the district’s best-kept secrets.
The area is rich in our early history. Just upstream was the wharf for the Yandina
Cattle Run established in 1853 and here a depot was established in 1867 for travellers
to Gympie to cross by punt. The Yandina Post Office was also first established opposite
and a little upstream in 1868.
Early authorities were aware of the attractions of the area. In 1901 Dunethin
Rock Reserve was gazetted for recreational use. On 5 February, 1910 the Queenslander
reported the first tourism when Surveyor Thomas O’Connor escorted a group of
Brisbane officials including Mr Troedson from the Tourist Bureau on a tour of the
Maroochy River. O’Connor explained the work of the Government’s Public
Improvements Board in conserving beauty spots such as fine patches of scrub along
the river “to render the place more attractive to visitors”.
Dunethin Wharf served the community well. Children arrived to attend the
Maroochy River School from 1911 to 1972 and locals arrived for social functions at the
Maroochy River School of Arts from 1914 to 1963. Visitors came to the wharf to fish,
picnic or climb Dunethin Rock.
The Nambour & District Scouting Association has a second twenty-year lease of
the area and buildings. White ants destroyed the old school building. A caretaker now
occupies the teacher’s residence. Other buildings at the recreation area come from
other schools; one was from Cooran; another was a science building relocated from
Pomona. 59
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Dyne Road

Valdora
Dyne Road was named after Rupert A.S. Dyne
& Sons who established a sawmill just after
World War Two in Valdora. The Dynes
purchased 500 acres of tea tree Melaleuca
quinquenervia made up of three blocks
previously belonging to Klotz, Sommer and
Ensby and also a part of Dr Wilson’s estate.
There the Dynes milled tea tree for cases for
the fruit industry until 1968. The Maroochy
River was an important banana growing area

Mary and Rupert A.S. Dyne and their sons Rupert,
Ron, Alf, Henry and Bill. (Courtesy Kath Dyne)

at the time the mill was operating so sawn
timber for cases was in demand locally, but
most of Dynes’ timber went to fruit growers

in Queensland’s Granite Belt.
The Dyne family were among the early selectors on the Maroochy River. Anna
Dyne, a widow, selected Portion 54 downstream from Dunethin Rock in 1876, having
arrived from England with her seven sons, Frederick, Alfred, Barnham, Arthur Lewis
Barrett, Ernest, Herbert and Septimus.
The four sons of Arthur Lewis Barrett Dyne were Arthur Lewis, Horace Frederick,
Walter Gould Barrett and Rupert Alfred Septimus. All worked in the timber industry.
Arthur L.B.’s sons, Horace, Walter and Rupert, were the first of four generations
of Dynes to attend the Yandina School.
Rupert A.S.Dyne was a shingle cutter who also worked as a saw doctor and steam
engineer in Foster’s Cooloolabin Sawmill before establishing his own mill at Valdora
with his sons, Alf and Ron and an employee named Bill. Rupert A.S.Dyne had another
two sons, Rupert and Henry, who worked in sugar mills in Nambour and Bundaberg.
The Dynes sold the sawmill in 1968 when the fruit industry began to use cardboard
cartons. The Dyne family have lived in the Yandina area for six generations. Descendants
of the family, Alf, Allan, Aaron, Rebecca, Suzanne and Katherine also attended Yandina
School.60

East View Court

Maroochy River

East View Court, as its name suggests, has an easterly view. Separate subdivisions like
East View Court off Kirra Road began in 1994.

Elk Road

Cooloolabin

Elk Road is an unmade road that neighbours would like to see closed. Future
subdivisions are unlikely along this road because of the proximity to Wappa Dam. It is
not known how the road was named; there are no deer farms nearby.
The elk is either of the two largest species of deer, the American deer and the
moose.61
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Elm Court

Yandina

Cascade Drive, Elm Court, Grove Court and Koongalba Street make up the residential
subdivision of Cascade Estate of sixty-six allotments begun in 1989. The developer
explained that he liked to use short words for street names to avoid mis-spellings.
Elms are not native to Australia. The sixteen species of elms, from the genus
Ulmus, are usually tall, graceful trees with short-stalked leaves and small flowers. Their
wood has a wide number of uses from shipbuilding to furniture, flooring and sporting
goods.62

Elouera Drive

Ninderry

Elouera Drive is part of a residential subdivision called Ninderry Estate which began
in the early 1980s and included some allotments in Karnu Drive.
Elouera is an Aboriginal word meaning a pleasant place, a good camping ground,
a site selected because plenty of food was available.63

Emerald Vista Parade

Yandina

Emerald Views Estate includes Emerald Vista Parade, Headwaters Court, Wappa
Outlook Drive and Haven Place. The names were successful in a naming competition
held to launch the seventy-seven allotments in this subdivision. Yandina Developments,
owned by the Kane family, began Emerald Views Estate in 1993.
Emerald Vista means green view.64

English Road

Kiamba

English Road was named after the English family.
In 1922 Herb English and his wife Amy Rowland moved from Mapleton to
Kiamba where they purchased a block of land that had been Balbrum Cattle Camp
adjoining the Mapleton Forest. Herb cleared the standing scrub, snigged out the logs
with his bullock team, planted bananas and established a dairy.
The road into the farm climbed the range and followed the ridge to where their
first house was built. It became known as English Road. Their house was later pulled
down and rebuilt at the foot of the hill.
Large families were popular. Herb English had been the eighth child of the
seventeen children of Peter and Julia English.
He and Amy had eight children, John, Alan,
Amy, Raymond, Peter, Ruby, Elizabeth and
Margaret who attended Poona and Kiamba
Schools. Their sons, John, Ray and Peter
purchased farms adjoining their parents,
establishing dairies, banana farms and small
crops. Their daughter Nell stayed with her
parents helping with the hard work of hand
milking at the dairy.
Herb and Amy English retired to
Yandina about 1961. Joe and Sylvia Britten English Family, Back: Peter, Ruby, Mary, Betty, Ray.
Front: Nell, Herb, Amy, John. (Courtesy Pat Cordwell)
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took on halfshare farming with them. In 1966, Herb English’s granddaughter, Pat, and
husband, Garry Cordwell, began sharefarming. Another dairy herd was established
and land cleared of stumps left from ringbarking in previous years.
In 1969, Ray and Jackie Balkin bought the farm.
Amy English died in 1962 and her husband Herb passed away in 1973. Members
of the English family married into many local families so there are a great number of
descendants who still live in the district.65 See Balkin Road.

Eucalyptus Crescent

Ninderry

Eucalyptus Crescent is named after the eucalyptus or gum trees
that form one of Australia’s greatest natural heritages. All but two
of Australia’s six hundred different eucalypts are natives.
Stringybarks, blackbutts, mahoganies, tallowwoods, ironbarks,
scribbly gums, blue gums, grey gums, red gums and yellow box
are some of the common names of eucalypts found in Yandina
and its district. Common on Mount Ninderry are the eucalypts
called white mahoganies. Bloodwoods are also common but they
are now from the genus, Corymbia. 66

Eulinga Court

Ninderry

Clarinda Road and Eulinga Court make up this residential subdivision which began in
1981 and has gradually expanded in different stages.
Eulinga is the name of a street in Clarinda, a suburb of South Eastern Melbourne.
Perhaps the developer came from this area of Victoria.
Eulinga is likely to have an Aboriginal derivation. Linga is a small Mallee township
and Maralinga and Djerrahlinga are other Australian towns. In Aboriginal languages
linga may refer to hearing or place or perhaps lightning. Eu has many possible meanings
as a prefix in English e.g. good, well, agreeable, very, original.67

Fairhill Road

Ninderry, North Arm

Maps of the 1880s show “Fair Hill”, but the spelling for the school and road seems to
have always been “Fairhill”. Early settlers first named Fair Hill.
The name was in use by 1884 because the Committee Secretary wrote to the
Board of Education: “We have called the school, Fairhill School, North Maroochy,
which I hope will be satisfactory.” The school opened in 1885 and closed in 1915.
Locals recall Fair Hill completely treeless in the 1930s and 40s as all the timber
was cleared for dairying.
Seib Road, North Arm Road and Fairhill Road were originally timbergetters’
tracks leading to the end of Silky Oak Court where there was a closed road and a wharf
reserve used for rafting logs.
Fairhill Native Plant Nursery has brought Australia-wide fame to the locality.68
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Farrell Street

Yandina

One of the earliest buyers of an allotment in
Yandina in 1877 was Joseph Farrell, a Draper of
Leichhardt Street, Brisbane. Drapers sold
mainly clothing. In the Account Books of James
Low for 1878 there is an entry for the purchase
of boys’ shirts from Draper Joseph Farrell.
Leichhardt Street in Brisbane, in the 1870s,
was a very busy street of hotels, fruiters,

Farrell Street, 1937. (Courtesy John Oxley Library)

dressmakers, grocers, bread and biscuit makers and butcher shops.
Perhaps Joseph Farrell purchased his allotment believing the township of Yandina
showed promise. Records show that he died in 1885 when he was 45 years old; he
never came to live in Yandina or begin a Drapery.69

Ferntree Creek Road

Kulangoor

Ferntree Creek Road was named for its proximity to Ferntree National Park.
The origin of Ferntree National Park came from a proclamation in 1891 for Scenic
Reserves along the railway line “to afford train travellers peeps at pretty patches of
ferns and palm jungle”. They were subsequently proclaimed as National Parks in 1918
to give them the better protection afforded by that type of reservation.
Another reason rainforest was preferred near a railway line where steam trains
passed was for fire prevention on farms as a spark thrown would not ignite a rainforest
but would ignite farmland.
By 1941, rail deviations affected the whole of Ferntree Creek National Park. The
line was then 120 metres away from the park instead of forty metres. A section of
beautiful bushland in this area can still be seen from the train line in 2003.
Ferntree Creek National Park, gazetted in 2001, is an area of 72.4 hectares made
up of two smaller National Parks, one being the former Ferntree Creek National Park
of 19.8 hectares and the other being Tuckers Creek National Park of 52.6 hectares.
Three botanists, Ann Moran, Tony Bean and Philip Sharp have been cataloguing
plants in the Park since 1989 and have recorded over 350 different varieties.
Ferntrees or treeferns (Cyathea cooperi) grow along the district’s watercourses. They
are very ornamental and can be seen around the Yandina district.70

Fernvale Drive

Maroochy River

Fernvale Drive is unconstructed. Fernvale fits in with other street names in the vicinity
named for forests, highlands, timber and stars.

Fir Court

Kulangoor

Fir Court could not be found although marked in the Sunshine Coast UBD. Council
records show that this name was never approved and should be removed.
“Fir” possibly refers to Cypress Callitris columnaris which grows in the Yandina
district and resembles a European fir tree.71
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Fleming Street

Yandina

Fleming Street was named after Robert Fleming whose allotments purchased in 1877
included one that ran (using modern-day names) from Farrell Street to Cox Street
along Fleming Street.
Robert Fleming already had a large investment in the Yandina area as one of
Yandina’s early selectors of Portions 13, 14, 15, 16, 27, 43, 46 and 49 amounting to
approximately three thousand acres (1214 hectares) stretching from Dunethin Rock
through Valdora and the Yandina Creek area to Doonan.
His selections under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1868 covered some of
the area leased in 1853 by Daniel and Zacharias Skyring for the Yandina Cattle Run,
east of Mount Ninderry, of 23,000 acres (9,300 hectares). He rarely visited Yandina but
relied on his Bailiff George Browne to manage and live on the property. Supplies to
the property were delivered along a track from a wharf situated almost opposite
Dunethin Rock. George Browne and his family continued to live on the property until
the early 1900s when the various portions were sold separately. William and Elspeth
Galt purchased the portion with the old manager’s residence on it in 1906. Their son
Billy Galt and wife Gwen lived there until his death in 1994. The house occupied by
George Browne, remains but has been extended as part of present-day Yandina
Homestead owned by the Schmidt family.
Robert Fleming’s eldest son, Archibald Robertson Fleming, was an early selector
in the Eumundi area. His selections were Portions 47, 48 and 51 covering approximately
500 acres (202 hectares).
Robert Fleming was born in Liverpool in 1826. The son of an architect, he became
an engineer. After his first wife died following the birth of twin girls who also died, he
remarried his first wife’s sister. Together the family migrated to Australia in 1863 on
the steam ship “Great Britain” with a son Archibald from his first marriage and four
children from his second marriage. Six more children
were born in Australia.
In Melbourne he took up the position of gas
engineer with the Melbourne Gas Company. The
following year he was appointed engineer for the
Brisbane Gas Company that was formed to bring the
city gas. After several years in this position Robert
Fleming decided to start his own enterprise. He
applied to the Bundaberg City Council for a franchise
to supply the town and the venture required
legislation to be passed by the Queensland Parliament.
He became the Manager of the Bundaberg Gas &
Coke Company and Bundaberg’s town supply was
begun that same year, 1883. He also became a member
of the Woongarra Board, the Kennedy Bridge Board
and the Bundaberg Hospital Board. He was one of
Robert Fleming.
(Courtesy Bundaberg Historical Society)
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the original members of the Bundaberg Agricultural

& Pastoral Society. A prominent freemason and one of the First Scottish freemasons in
Brisbane, he took a leading part in forming the Athole Masonic Lodge.
Robert Fleming’s career as a consulting engineer took him to Nova Scotia in
Canada, Bothwell, Coalbridge and Motherwell in Scotland and Melbourne,
Toowoomba, Townsville, Brisbane and Bundaberg in Australia.
Robert Fleming died in 1901 and is buried in the Bundaberg General Cemetery.
Nine children survived him.72

Flowers Road

Maroochy River

Flowers Road was named after Bob and Beryl Flowers who
came to the Sunshine Coast from Capella in Central
Queensland in 1958. Ten years later they bought a cane farm
on the Maroochy River. The old Queenslander on the farm,
now known as Ninderry Cove, originally belonged to the
Apps family and had been relocated in pieces from further
down the river.
Beryl Flowers recalls that in their first year the cane
was hand cut by her husband and the son of the former
owner. The following year was very dry and, although there
were whole stick harvesters working in the district, her
husband cut all their cane by hand. She helped by topping
and loading, all by hand. Chopper harvesters seemed to be
completely in use the following years. In 1977 the family
sold the farm.
Bob Flowers passed away in 1991, the same year the

Beryl Flowers (centre) with daughters
Robyn Bampton and Kathy Zande
(Courtesy Beryl Flowers)

road was named.73

Forest Court

Yandina

Forest Court is part of Barcrest Drive Estate, a residential subdivision begun in 1990
and includes Barcrest Drive, Misty Court and Mountain View Court. The names reflect
the images of forest, mist and mountain.

Forest Hill Drive

Maroochy River

Forest Hill Drive, Constellation Way, Highlands Hill Road and Timberland Close are
part of this subdivision known as Dunethin Highlands Estate begun in 1994. The
names suit the area around the estate.
See Constellation Way for more information

Gees Road

North Arm

Leone and Graham Gee came from Shoalhaven in New South Wales to settle in Gees
Road in 1973. Their property, which had previously grown beans and bananas, had not
been lived on for thirty years. It was covered with thick bush and full of tall groundsel.
Nearby good timber grew. Many of the farms in Gees Road are presently owned by
“hobby farmers” who work elsewhere.
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The road into their property was only a rough track occasionally tidied by
McCord’s dozer, but every time it rained they had to walk out. In 1976 Maroochy
Shire Council asked them to submit some names for their road. To their surprise they
later found it had been named Gees Road.74

George Street

Yandina

George Street was named after George Keller.
Long-term residents, Joyce and Amos Swift, recall Beryl and George Keller coming
to live in this little street in 1952 with their two children, George Junior and John. The
births of Cheryl and Debra followed.
George Keller was a foreman for the Main Roads and was responsible for getting
“something done” to the street. He repaired it and laid bitumen about 1960. Residents,
having put up with a rough, pot-holed track for many years, were delighted and so the
street became known as George’s Street. The Keller family left Yandina in the 1960s.75

Glenrowan Close

Kulangoor

Mt Combe Road and Glenrowan Close make up this subdivision called Mt Combe
Heights Estate begun about 1990.
The developer, Ron Grabbe, recalls that he used the name Glenrowan because
he often uses historic names from the area around Chiltern in Victoria. The area around
Mt Combe reminded him of the area around Glenrowan.
The township of Glenrowan was named by the Rowan Brothers who owned a
nearby station. A glen is a small, narrow secluded valley.
Glenrowan is well known for the Kelly Gang’s last stand on 27 June, 1880. Tales
of the Kelly Gang have been popularised in songs, verse, plays, films, novels and
paintings. The outlaws, Joe Byrne, Steve Hart and Ned and Dan Kelly took over the
Glenrowan Hotel while protecting themselves with armour made from the mouldboards of ploughs. The police, who arrived by train, luckily avoided a planned
derailment, surrounded the hotel and began firing. Ned Kelly was the only one to
survive the onslaught and was later tried for the murder of a policeman, found guilty
and sentenced to death by hanging. “As game as Ned Kelly” is a saying often heard.76

Gobbert Road

Yandina

Gobbert Road was named after Robert and Faye Gobbert who bought a dairy farm of
136 acres in 1960 at the end of what is now Gobbert Road.
In the 1960s the farm had two approaches: a road was opened up by the Council
beside the Speedway and there was also an entrance from Coleman’s Farm Road. Tom
Coleman and Robert Gobbert built and maintained not only the bridge but also
Coleman’s Farm Road. Platypus could be seen in the river and it is said that Aboriginal
artifacts might be found along the riverbank since an Aboriginal campground had existed
in the vicinity. Old bunya trees that may have marked the spot were removed and used
for the family’s kitchen cupboards.
Robert and Faye Gobbert recall the carrier picking up their milk for the Kraft
Factory at Kenilworth and returning whey for their pigs. The flats on the farm were
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already cleared but Robert Gobbert himself cleared the hillsides. By 1964 they had
purchased a cane assignment and were growing cane. As well, they improved their
pastures and ran beef cattle.
Gobbert Road was an approved road but was not opened by the Council or named
until the family sold the farm in 1976. Robert and Faye now live in Maroochydore.77

Gold Creek Road

North Arm

Gold! Gold! Not enough to start a gold rush, but there are some people who have
fossicked successfully for gold around Mt Ninderry and along Gold Creek Road. Actual
gold mines at North Arm have produced gold in quantity.
Ann McCord recalls that her parents, Ted and Eva Goodin, lived on Gold Creek
Road from 1914 until her father’s death in 1951. The name, Gold Creek Road, was
used even before 1914. It ran through their property where they grew bananas and
small crops. As a child, she recalls picking up small fragments of gold out of the creek
and wondering where they came from originally.
The early settlers of Gold Creek Road were Hams, Kromes, Goodins and Adams.
Other families, Ricketts, Natoli and Laboo lived further along in Browns Creek Road.
Massive amounts of bananas were carried by bullock wagon to North Arm Railway
Station from Geoff Adams’ farm in the 1930s. At one stage eighty men worked in the
bananas as well as in a sawmill set up especially to make cases for bananas. Paspalum
and Rhodes grasses were planted for the dairy industry after a patch of bananas was
finished. 78

Grove Court

Yandina

Cascade Drive, Elm Court, Grove Court and Koongalba Street make up the residential
subdivision of Cascade Estate of sixty-six allotments begun in 1989.
The Macquarie Dictionary gives the following meaning for grove: a small wood
or plantation of trees. The nearby bank of the Maroochy River and parkland has a wide
variety of native and exotic trees.

Haflinger Road

North Arm

Haflinger Road was named for the Haflinger breed of
Austrian horses kept by Herta and Sepp Schembera. The
road was named in 1995 after a request by Sepp
Schenbera to the Maroochy Shire Council.
The Haflinger is among the world’s most attractive
ponies and has a long and distinguished history. It is
always palomino or chestnut in colour with a flaxen
mane and tail. An extremely sound pony, the Haflinger
has an innate ability to work on steep mountain slopes.
In modern times it has become popular in many parts

Haflinger horses.
(Courtesy Herta Schembera)

of the world as a driving and riding pony.
Haflinger horses came to Australia in 1970 and presently number about one hundred
purebred horses. Herta and Sepp Schembera have three purebred mares and two of their
offspring are both excellent stallions. 79
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The Queenslander, 18 February 1932.
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Hamersley Court

Yandina Creek

Coolum Chase Estate, begun in 1990, is a residential subdivision and includes Musgrave
Drive, Leichhardt Drive, Auburn Court, Carnarvon Court and Hamersley Court, all
named after well-known Australian people or places.
Hamersley Court was named after Western Australia’s Hamersley Range
discovered in 1861 by Francis Thomas Gregory, a brother of Sir Augustus Gregory.
The Hamersley Range is one of the world’s richest mineral deposits and was named
after Edward Hamersley who was a supporter of Francis Thomas Gregory.
Hamersley Court is not yet a formed road.80

Harvest Street

Yandina

This Industrial Subdivision began in 1978 and includes Pioneer Road, Harvest Street
and Machinery Road.
See Pioneer Road for more detail.

Haven Place

Yandina

Emerald Views Estate includes Emerald Vista Parade, Headwaters Court, Wappa
Outlook Drive and Haven Place. The names were successful in a competition held to
launch the seventy-seven allotments in this subdivision. Yandina Developments, owned
by the Kane family, began Emerald Views Estate in 1993.
A haven is a place of shelter and safety. 81

Headwaters Court

Yandina

Emerald Views Estate includes Emerald Vista Parade, Headwaters Court, Wappa
Outlook Drive and Haven Place. The names were successful in a competition held to
launch the seventy-seven allotments in this subdivision. Yandina Developments, owned
by the Kane family, began Emerald Views Estate in 1993.
Headwaters Court refers to the nearby headwaters of the Maroochy River.82

Hidden Valley Road

North Arm

Hidden Valley Road developed as a track to serve early selectors like the Taeges who
selected land there in 1900.
Hidden Valley Road was named in the 1970s and is well named to suit its farming
location.

Hideaway Court

Yandina Creek

Hideaway Court is part of a residential subdivision called Country Coolum Estate.
The first stage began in 2001 and the second, the following year. Eric Annett, a real
estate salesman involved in the development, said that the estate was almost called
Whistler Ridge Estate. Eric comes from Vancouver in Canada and used to ski at Whistler
where the landscape reminded him of the estate.
The estate also includes Country Coolum Drive, Nature Close and Whistler
Ridge Drive. The names were chosen to reflect the area around Whistler in Canada
where people enjoy nature and hike to hideaways.83
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Highlands Hill Road

Maroochy River

Forest Hill Drive, Constellation Way, Highlands Hill Road and Timberland Close are
part of this subdivision known as Dunethin Highlands Estate begun in 1994. The
names suit the area around the estate.
See Constellation Way for more detail.

Hillcrest Road

Kiamba

Hillcrest Road was originally called Forestry Road but because
of the great number of forestry roads the name was changed
to Hillcrest Road after Hillcrest Plantation, a large banana
plantation owned by Dan Mills. During World War Two, Dan
contracted to supply bananas to the army and used to transport
quantities to a ripening shed in Buckle Street next to where he
lived. Gordon and Winnie Ingram lived in a timber cottage on
the farm and Gordon was one of a large workforce of locals
employed.
The present owner, Raymond Nelson, recalls his family’s
arrival from Morayfield in 1964 and the remains of a long flying
fox used to bring bananas down and carry workers up and
over a gorge to the top of a hill. Huge poles and steel ropes had
become too dangerous to use; heavy rocks used for weighting
were heaped beside the poles. To harvest the bananas the
Nelsons used a conventional truck at first and then a 4WD
and where the truck would not go “you carried the bananas on
your shoulder”. Raymond presently uses a Landcruiser.84

Honeydew Place

The remains of a blackbutt tree
showing springboard notches on
Nelson’s banana farm.
(Courtesy Raymond Nelson)

Ninderry

Honeydew Place is part of a residential subdivision extending from Elouera Drive. See
Elouera Drive.
Hugh Jensen recalls that in the 1950s and 1960s farmers grew bananas on the
slopes of Honeydew Place and brought them down by flying fox. Crops of passionfruit
also grew in the valley.
The Macquarie Dictionary gives the meaning of honeydew as the sweet material
which exudes from the leaves of certain plants in hot weather and also, a sugary material
secreted by aphids, leafhoppers, etc. 85

Hutton Road

Kiamba

Hutton Road has two ends but no middle! This is sometimes confusing to travellers
who think they can get through this very rugged section.
Edith and Len Hutton family came from Yelarbon to Wappa in 1952. They
extended a pineapple farm from the original one acre and dairy farmed as well, sending
cream to the Eumundi Butter Factory. When Wappa Dam was built in 1959 Maroochy
Shire Council resumed 112 acres of their 237 acres. Other landowners like Loves and
Nichols also lost land to the dam. Hutton Road was built and named when council
built Wappa Dam Road.
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The Huttons left the Hutton Road farm in 1969. Edith still lives in Nambour.
They have one son, Dennis, and three stepchildren, Vernon, Frank and Barbara.86

Huon Road

Yandina Creek

Huon Road is a short road servicing two houses. However, it was originally surveyed
in 1873 as an offshoot of the old Yandina-Tewantin Road (present day North Arm –
Yandina Creek Road). Early survey maps show a dotted line indicating a horse track
extending from present day Huon Road north to Eumundi. See Targoo Road for more
information about this area.
Huon Road was named in recent times by someone most likely nostalgic about
the huon pine Dacrydium franklinii of south-western Tasmania. Huon pine has
remarkable characteristics. Logs which have lain on the ground for several hundred
years are still being harvested and milled. Traditionally huon pine has been used for
boat building and is much sought after for turnery and carving.87

Industry Court

Yandina

Industry Court is a short, private road serving industries in an Industrial Estate near
the Yandina Cemetery. Some industries were established there from 1970.

Isaak Road

Ninderry

Although Isaak and Salley Roads appear on maps as short roads off Davison Road.
They do not exist and Council has no record of them.

Jensen Road

Ninderry

In the 1970s Jensen Road was named after Andrew Jensen and his two sons, Hugh and
Edgar, who bought Jack O’Keefe’s dairy farm in 1966. Jack O’Keefe had previously
bought the farm about 1960 from Kit and George Best whose home, Fairlawn, built in
1919, is the present home of Hugh and Lillian Jensen and is in Ninderry Road.
In 1979 Malcolm and Jan English were the first to build a house and live in
Jensen Road. Farnwyn Investments had made the subdivision of allotments along Jensen
Road and after their sale the company began the subdivision along Outlook Drive.
In 1966 the Jensens’ farm consisted of 607 acres on twelve deeds. Jack O’Keefe
had increased its size by acquiring other properties until it extended from present-day
Elouera Drive to Collins Road to Fairhill Road and halfway up Old Coach Way across
to Davison Road. Jensen Road is right in the middle of the farm and shown on early
maps but is unnamed.
Hugh Jensen, who was a Director of the Milk Board at the Nambour Milk Factory,
recalls that there were twenty-three suppliers between Eumundi and Yandina. With
200 head, the Jensens’ milk quota was second only to Stan Guppy’s dairy at Kureelpa.
However, the family decided that dairying was “going out”. When only fifteen
suppliers remained they sold the farm in 1973, but kept the house and six acres.
Hugh Jensen has many memories of his early years on Ninderry. Patches of stringy
mangoes grew over the farm. (According to Best family history, the Bests arrived in the
area with a sugarbag full of mangoes for planting.) In the 1960s farmers were trying to
reduce the number of dingoes by using 1080 and contractors like Schmidt Brothers
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were constantly in demand to spray groundsel. Farmers used a flying fox to bring out
the bananas that were planted on the slopes right up to Elouera Drive. Another crop
was passionfruit planted in the valley now called Honeydew Place.
The corner of Fairhill Road and Ninderry Road was called Pear Tree Corner
because hard pears, suitable for stewing, grew wild in the paddocks.
Across the road from “Fairlawn” there are some small bunya trees, survivors from
two, large old bunya trees that marked the grave of the fifteen-year-old son of Llewellyn
Best. The boy drowned in the 1893 flood and sadly that family left the district after
selling their selections to a brother, George “Butcher” Best.88

Jefferson Road

Yandina

Jefferson is a mis-spelling of Jeppesen and is shown incorrectly on maps and signs.
The Jeppesen family history tells how Sydney Newman arrived in Australia in 1911
and secured work at Yandina. After his marriage, an only child, Doris, was born in 1917
when the family was living at the gatehouse at Bridges. When Sydney Newman died in
1925, his wife purchased 25 acres of land just south of Bridges on Browns Creek between
the railway line and what was then the main road.
In 1936 Doris Newman married Leonard Jeppesen; three daughters, Janice, Lyn
and Marie were born. The Jeppesen family lived on the Newman farm and by
purchasing the neighbouring farm expanded to 60 acres. Their land was bounded by
the Maroochy River, Browns Creek, the Railway and Ninderry Road with the old
road to Gympie via Tewantin running through the middle. This meant that with road
changes, a part of the road serviced only the Jeppesen family who had the road “closed”
and erected gates before exiting on Ninderry Road.
Because the Jeppesens were the only family living at the end of that section of the
old road to Tewantin, the road was known, well before official naming, as Jeppesen
Road. In 1965 the Jeppesen family sold the farm and moved to Nambour.
An interesting fact of the 1950s recalled by the family was the exposed corduroy
of the original Ninderry Road which was part of the Cobb & Co coach route to Tewantin
dating from 1868.89

Kanes Road

Bridges

John Kane came to Kanes Road as a widower about 1962. He grew cane but the farm
was too steep for mechanical harvesting so he then grew avocadoes. His farm is still
owned by the Kane family.
John’s son, Nev Kane, is the longest-serving real estate agent on the Sunshine
Coast having entered the commission agency field
in the 1950s as an assistant to Graham Shaw,
Licensed Commission Agent in Yandina. In 1953,
he bought the agency and became a full commission
agent in 1955. At the age of twenty-three he was the
youngest real estate agent in Queensland to that date.
2003 is his 50th year in business in Yandina.
Nev and Rita Kane (Courtesy Tim Kane)
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Nev Kane has seen his success grow. Sales of property became sales of real estate,
sales of drum fuel became a current service station and sales of farm requirements
grew to a full rural agency.
In 1956 he became a provisional member of the Near North Coast branch of the
REIQ, before the name, “Sunshine Coast”, was coined. He has since filled many roles
in the REIQ including President and is the current Vice-President. Besides a head
office in Yandina, Nev has branches in Cooroy and Noosaville. He is still a sole trader
and identifies twenty-nine local families that have dealt with him since the 1950s.
Nev Kane married Rita Malone in 1961 and they have three sons, Stephen, Tim
and Leon.90

Karnu Drive

Ninderry

Karnu Drive is part of a residential subdivision which began in the early 1980s and was
extended in the late 1980s.
Karnu Drive was named after the Aboriginal word, karnu, which means rock
according to the Macquarie Dictionary of Aboriginal Words. 91

Kiamba Road

Kiamba

James Low’s Account Book for 1878 contains an entry for James Burns, a timbergetter,
working on Low’s selection at Poona. More than likely, Kiamba Road developed as a
timbergetters’ track.
Kiamba Road occurs in Post Office Directories which show that a mail service
existed from Yandina to Kiamba as early as 1896 when the mail was delivered by
packhorse. Another early reference is in the 1920s when the Duhs family conducted a
daily cream run driving two horses and a wagon from Kiamba to Yandina Railway
Station.
Some of the early families of Kiamba, including Duhs, were English, Atkinson,
Hedges, Murtha, Bishop and Smith.
Kiamba is of Aboriginal origin; geyambian means black cockatoos. 92

Kilner Road

Valdora

Kilner and Neva Roads off Dyne Road appear on maps but are not to be found.
Maroochy Shire Council has no record of them.

Kirra Road

Maroochy River

Kirra Road was built as a private road through George Smith’s farm in 1984. Separate
subdivisions along Dajaman Court, Tamin Place and in Dunethin Highlands Estate,
Kirrawood Estate and other estates followed from 1994.
The first house at the present northern end of Kirra Road was built in 1995.
The two ends of Kirra Road do not yet join.
Kirra Road was named after the Aboriginal word, kirra, which means north. 93

Kirrawood Court

Maroochy River

Kirrawood Court is believed to be part of Kirrawood Estate begun in 1994.
See Kirra Road for meaning of Kirra.
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Klotz Road

Yandina

Harry Klotz was born on 16 August, 1878, in Tyndale, New
South Wales. He came to the Sunshine Coast about 1913
and engaged in both dairying and cane farming until his
retirement. His property was then worked by his sons, Louis
and Ted. The property is now worked by Ted’s son, Geoff.
Klotz Road goes through the old property.
On 24 January, 1916, Harry Klotz married May Evelyn
Walter who already had a long association with Yandina. She
was born in Brisbane in 1892, the youngest daughter of
Christian and Rebecca Walter who moved to Yandina three

Harry and May Klotz.
(Courtesy Unis Apps)

years later. Christian Walter became one of Yandina’s early businessmen; in the 1890s
he was a Family Grocer & Produce Dealer, a Hotelkeeper as well as a Selector. His
daughter May was enrolled in 1898 at the Yandina Provisional School.
After May and Harry were married they lived all their lives on Dunethin Rock
Road, now referred to as Yandina-Bli Bli Road. Their four children were Louis, Ted,
Ethel and Unis. The old family home is still standing.
May died on 15 May, 1962 and Harry passed away on 19 October, 1963. Both are
buried in the Yandina Cemetery.94

Koongalba Street

Yandina

Cascade Drive, Elm Court, Grove Court and Koongalba Street make up the residential
subdivision of Cascade Estate of sixty-six allotments begun in 1989.
The developer explained that he liked to use short words for street names to
avoid mis-spelling. Koongalba Street was a suggestion by a local resident, to be
substituted for the proposed “Birch Street” following a discussion about the need for
place names to keep a local identity.
Koongalba is an old name for Yandina and is an Aboriginal word meaning place
of clean water, kung means water, kaal means clean and ba means place of.
The Yandina railway bridge, next to Koongalba Street, is at the limit of the tide.95

Krause Road

North Arm

Krause Road was named after the pioneer Krause family. In 1902, Charles Krause
selected Portion 156V, in Ninderry.
The Krause children, Antony (sic) Ruth and Ada Ann, attended Fairhill Provisional
School in 1905 and 1907 respectively.
Both Krause and Davison Roads honour early settlers.96

Kromes Road

North Arm

Kromes Road was named after the Krome family about 1970.
James Edward Krome came to a farm at North Arm from Redbank in 1915 and
married Violet Olive Wright. Their children were: Percy, Eric and Henry who all
attended the Brown’s Creek State School which opened in 1918 and closed in 1936.
Later on, Percy Krome went to live in Brisbane but his brothers Eric and Henry remained
in the area.
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James and Violet Krome moved from the dairy farm at Gold Creek Road to a
cane farm where Kromes Road is. Henry Krome recalls his father and other farmers of
Gold Creek Road clearing the scrub to grow bananas in the 1920s and 1930s. Beetle
borer affected the banana plants so badly that, after three to five years of production,
the farmers planted grass for dairying. At least three large railway wagons of bananas
were sent away at a time from the North Arm Railway Station. He also recalls all cane
being taken by German wagons to North Arm Railway Station to be sent to the Moreton
Mill in Nambour. Taege and Gibbons were the first to use trucks to take cane by road.
Eric Krome married Winnie Wilkinson and their children were Beryl, Bette, Lindsay,
Colin, Noela and Ken. Henry Krome’s children were Alan, Neil, Henry and Nita.97

Lacey Lane

Yandina

Lacey Lane was named in 2001 after the Lacey family.
Edwin and Emily Lacey arrived from Bellingen, NSW, with their two sons, Cyril
and Laurie, about 1912, having purchased a cane and dairy farm situated between Old
Gympie Road and the South Maroochy River. The old Queenslander they built remains
on the corner of Lacey Lane and Old Gympie Road. Edwin Lacey died in 1937 but his
wife and her sister, Miss Ruby Jarrett, continued to live in the house while leasing the
farm to Captain Jewitt and his wife and then Alex and Lil Mann. About 1950 the farm
was sold to M.Butcher and J.Daley so Emily Lacey and Ruby Jarrett built and lived in
a smaller house beside the old farmhouse. Emily Lacey passed away in 1954.
Des Lacey, the grandson of Edwin and Emily, recalls many happy memories of
visits to Yandina from North Queensland. In 1987 he and his wife Nancy bought the
Yandina Newsagency which they operated until 2001. They were very popular in the
Yandina community. Sadly Nancy Lacey passed away in 2002 while her husband Des
continues to live in Yandina.98

Lake Dunethin Road

Maroochy River

This short road at Dunethin Rock wharf is a popular place for fishing and boat launching.
See Dunethin Rock Road for more detail.

Lees Road

Bridges

Lees Road was named for the Lees family. Jack and Evelyn Lees and their two children,
Betty and Cliff, arrived in Yandina in 1944, having bought a farm from the family of
the late Fred Clark. In the 1950s Lees Road was like a forestry track and Jack Lees had
a contract to clear the roadsides of timber. The family grew cane and to make a living,
“a bit of everything”, including bananas, strawberries and vegetables as well as dairying.
Jack Lees kept Bridgeview Stud and Tamworth pigs and took pleasure in showing
them at local shows in Gympie, Woodford, Caboolture and Nambour. Cliff Lees recalled
transporting the pigs in the family ute and when away from home he would clean out
the back to sleep at night. One year, the first year, goats were allowed at Nambour
Show, he recalled his father who slept next to the pigs for security reasons, complaining
about having the goats next door. It was the smell of the goats that was just too awful
for Jack Lees!
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The Lees family sold the farm and left Yandina in 1962 but still live on the Sunshine
Coast.99

Leichhardt Drive

Yandina Creek

Coolum Chase Estate, begun in 1990, is a residential subdivision and includes Musgrave
Drive, Leichhardt Drive, Auburn Court, Carnarvon Court and Hamersley Court, all
named after well-known Australian people or places.
Leichhardt Drive was named after Friedrich Wilhelm Ludwig Leichhardt (1813–
1848), an explorer famous in Australian history and for the fact that many are still
looking for traces of his last expedition!
Ludwig Leichhardt arrived in Sydney in 1842 mainly to avoid military service in
Germany. He managed to obtain support from well-off patrons while he did some
botanising. He showed no talent as a bushman, was short-sighted, could not use a gun
and had little sense of direction. Yet in 1843 he travelled 600 miles overland to Moreton
Bay and made excursions to Wide Bay and actually was one of the earliest to visit the
region.
Generally regarded as an eccentric, Ludwig Leichhardt was able to arrange a private
expedition in 1844 from Brisbane to Port Essington, a distance of 3000 miles. The trek
was marked by extreme difficulties and resulted in highly important discoveries such
as the finding of the Dawson, Mackenzie, Isaac, Suttor, Burdekin, Lynd, Mitchell,
Gilbert and Roper Rivers as well as country suitable for settlement. The journey took
over fourteen months and since the expedition had been given up for lost, their arrival
became a public sensation. Leichhardt became the most famous person in Australia!
A second expedition in 1846 failed and a third in 1847 was his last. These
expeditions started out from the Darling Downs and were meant to cross the continent
and travel down the west coast to Perth.
Awarded medals from the Geographical Societies of London and Paris for his
one, successful expedition, Ludwig Leichhardt remains famous. Following his
disappearance many expeditions set out to find him but no definite remains were ever
found.
Ludwig Leichhardt’s name is commemorated in many ways, a river, a range, a
municipality of Sydney, plant names and a street in a subdivision in Coolum Chase
Estate. 100

Longan Road

Cooloolabin

Longan Road was named after the longan fruit Euphoria longan which is similar to a
lychee. The word, longan, comes from the Chinese and literally means dragon-eye
which describes the fruit after the skin is removed. China, Thailand, and Taiwan are
the main centres for production.
The Stark family planted seeds from Thailand on their farm about thirty years
ago. They suggested the road be named Longan about twenty years ago. Although the
longan trees fruit well at Cooloolabin, flying foxes enjoy them as well. 101
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Low Street

Yandina

Low Street was named after John Anthony Low (1863-1914) who bought an allotment
in 1890 extending along present-day Low Street from Farrell Street to Railway Street.
The railway line opened in 1891 and no doubt he believed he had made a good
investment.
John Anthony Low arrived on the Sunshine Coast in 1864 as an infant with his
pioneering parents, James and Christina Low. The family settled at South Maroochy
Crossing in 1868.
John Low became the longest-serving member of the Maroochy Divisional Board
from 1890 to 1898. At that time board members were unpaid and met every six to eight
weeks. He also became a JP, a Returning Officer for the electorate of Moreton and an
auditor of the Moreton Sugar Mill. He was a member of Rosslyn and Yandina Masonic
Lodges, Maroochy Provisional and Yandina School committees, the Yandina Race Club,
the Cricket Club and the Maroochy General Cemetery.
John’s business was timber and cattle. In the 1880s and
1890s he and his brothers cut softwoods and rafted them down
the Maroochy River. William Pettigrew’s Sawmill which
operated at Maroochydore from 1891 to 1898 received much of
this timber. He then cut softwoods from the Coolum area and
rafted them up the river to be sent by rail to other sawmills. By
1910 he was cutting hardwoods from the Yandina area and
sending them by rail. With the advent of the introduced cattle
tick to the district, John Low built his own cattle dip in 1905.
His records show many local farmers dipped their livestock
there.
In 1894 John Low married Louisa Ann Bury and built a
home in Wharf Street. Nine children were born in the house:
May, Vena, George, Muriel, Edward, Evelyn, James, Donald and
John Low. (Courtesy Low family)

David.
His youngest son David became Member of Parliament

for Cooroora for 28 years and Maroochy Shire Chairman for 15 years. He was the
third generation of the Low family to serve in local government. His grandfather, James
Low, had been a member of the Caboolture Divisional Board.
John Low also became an early selector of North Arm and owned land on the
Maroochy River and in Wharf Street. His death in 1914 was difficult for his family as
his nine children were between the ages of 19 and 3. His wife Louisa lived until 1957.
Descendants still live in John Low’s house in Wharf Street.102

McCords Road

Yandina Creek

The McCords, after whom McCords Road is named, lived originally in the Eidsvold
area on a property named Salvo. This is where three of their four children were born.
About 1924, Percy and Nora McCord left the Eidsvold area and settled at Valdora.
About 1928 they bought the property at Yandina Creek and carried on dairying and
banana farming there.
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Their children were: Sheila who married Clem
Thompson, Betty who married Bill Sheehan and has
lived at Injune for over forty years, Ron who married
Ann Goodin and Col who married Ada Oliver.
Percy and Nora McCord continued to live at
Yandina Creek after the children left home. He died
about 1945 and she lived on there till her death in 1961.
The property was later sold to Alan Ogg who was
Yandina’s Butcher.
Many of Percy and Nora McCord’s descendants

Ann and Ron McCord. (Courtesy Ann McCord)

live in the North Arm and Yandina area.103

Machinery Road

Yandina

Pioneer Road, Harvest Street and Machinery Road are part of this industrial subdivision
begun in 1978.
See Pioneer Road for more detail.

Misty Court

Yandina

Misty Court was part of Barcrest Drive Estate, a residential subdivision begun in 1990
and includes Barcrest Drive, Forest Court and Mountain View Court.
The names reflect their surroundings of forest, mist and mountain.

Monak Road

North Arm

Monak Road was once the main street of the busy township of North Arm although
the name, Monak Road, has been given in more recent times. Monak is a Western
Australian Aboriginal word for sunshine.
Monak road used to cross the railway line and continue south to link up with the
North Arm-Yandina Creek Road.
Ron McCord recalls the 1920s and the 1930s when North Arm had a boarding
house, bakery, butcher shop and bank as well as a general store and a Post Office.
There was a stationmaster’s house, accommodation for a night watchman as well as
facilities for loading timber and agricultural produce including cream. A man to load
fruit was also employed at the Railway Station. Telegraph, telephone and scales
completed the picture. Railway gates linked the two sides of the line and these were
the responsibility of the stationmaster and the night watchman. Ron McCord says that
if you were coming home late from a dance at Eumundi and needed to cross the line,
you woke up the stationmaster to open the gates and weren’t too popular!
Both Railway Station and Town had reached their peak by the end of the 1920s.
By 1930 both passengers and freight declined as the Depression years began. In the
mid 1970s the Railway Station was closed and gradually the buildings were removed.104

Mountain View Court

Yandina

Mountain View Court was part of Barcrest Drive Estate, a residential subdivision begun
in 1990 and includes Barcrest Drive, Forest Court and Misty Court. The names reflect
their surroundings of forest, mist and mountain.
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Mount Combe Road

Kulangoor

Mt Combe Road and Glenrowan Close make up Mt Combe Heights Estate begun
about 1990 at the end of Creighton’s Road.
The developer, Ron Grabbe, recalls that the area around Mt Combe reminded
him of the area around Chiltern in Victoria so he used the name, Glenrowan.
DNR Place Name Register have the name, Mt Combe, registered as an official
place name but have no history of its naming.
Mount Combe is 167 metres high. Mt Combe Creek in the vicinity is spelt wrongly
as “McCombe Creek” in the Sunshine Coast UBD.
Older street directories may show “Mount Coombe Road”, but MSC moved to
correct this spelling to “Mount Combe Road” in 1991.105

Mount Coolum Close

Maroochy River

Mount Coolum Close, Caladenia Court, Callistemon Court, Caree Court, Donovan
Place, Ocean Vista Drive and River Vista Court make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position
and mostly the names chosen represented obvious choices.
Coolum comes from the Aboriginal words, kulum or gulum meaning wanting, the
reference being to the lack of a peaked top to the mountain. According to Aboriginal
legend the warrior, Coolum, lost his head after a blow from the warrior, Ninderry. 106

Mowett Road

Kulangoor

Mowett Road is an approved road cut by a recent realignment of the railway line. As a
level crossing will not be allowed at that point, the road will not be opened. The Mowett
family have since sold their farm and moved away.107

Munda Road

Kulangoor

Munda Road has been recently named. For many years it was just a track leading in to
Ferntree National Park. Munda is a Yugumbir Aboriginal word meaning to pinch or scratch.108

Musgrave Drive

Yandina Creek

Coolum Chase Estate, begun in 1990, is a residential subdivision and includes Musgrave
Drive, Leichhardt Drive, Auburn Court, Carnarvon Court and Hamersley Court, all
named after well-known Australian people or places.
Musgrave Drive was named after Sir Anthony Musgrave (1828- 1888) whose
career took him to the West Indies, Newfoundland, British Columbia, Natal and Jamaica
as well as Australia. From 1873 to 1877 he served as Lieutenant-Governor of South
Australia and from 1883 to 1888, Governor of Queensland. In 1873 W.C.Gosse named
the Musgrave Ranges, a chain of rocky granite hills, which are mostly in South Australia
and partly in the Northern Territory.109
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Nambour-Connection Road

Kulangoor

Nambour-Connection Road is the old Bruce Highway which was originally the Gympie
Road. The current road follows the route of one of the earliest roads in the district and
was being used in 1868.
See Bruce Highway also Old Cobb & Co Lane for more detail.

Nature Close

Yandina Creek

Nature Close is part of a residential subdivision called Country Coolum Estate. The
first stage began in 2001 and the second, the following year. Eric Annett, a real estate
salesman involved in the development, said that the estate was almost called Whistler
Ridge Estate. Eric comes from Vancouver in Canada and used to ski at Whistler where
the landscape reminded him of the estate.
The estate also includes Country Coolum Drive, Whistler Ridge Drive and
Hideaway Court. The names were chosen to reflect the area around Whistler in Canada
where people enjoy nature and hike to hideaways.110

Neva Road

Valdora

Neva and Kilner Roads appear on maps but are not to be found and Maroochy Shire
Council has no record of them.

Nichols Road

Kiamba

Older residents recall an elderly Italian man by the name of Alesandro Nichols who
owned a property in the 1950s and lived at the end of what is now Nichols Road.
Before Wappa Dam was built in 1959 the access to his property was from Kiamba Road
so Nichols Road was built to give him access from Cooloolabin Road.111

Nimbin Place

Maroochy River

Nimbin Place is a bypassed section of the Yandina-Coolum Road, realigned about
1991.
Jennifer Suta, a resident, recalls other residents not knowing what to call this section
of no-through road. In a book of Aboriginal names she found the word, nimbin, meaning
place of the large rock, which the council approved. The large rock is unofficially called
Wants’ Hill because the Want family owned the farm there for many years.112
See Wants Road for more detail.

Ninderry Road

Bridges, Ninderry, Yandina

Ninderry is of Aboriginal origin; nyandur means leeches. The scrub around Ninderry
still has leeches.
Ninderry Road was originally part of the Cobb & Co route to Tewantin.
From 1868 to 1879 the Cobb & Co coaches left from stables at South Maroochy
Crossing, following (using modern-day names) School Road, Ninderry Road, Chants
Road, Targoo Road, Yandina Creek Road, Zgrajewski Road, Doonan Bridge Road and
on to Tewantin. This route could be used only in dry weather, otherwise a route via
Belli was used.113
See Jensen Road for more details.
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Ninderry Slopes Road

Valdora

About ten years ago Ninderry Slopes Road was named by Maroochy Shire Council
after residents were asked to submit suitable names. McCords cleared the road when a
block that has since become a nursery was subdivided.114
See Ninderry Road for meaning of Ninderry.

North Street

Yandina

North Street may have been so named because, at an early stage, the street marked the
northerly limit of the town’s allotments. North Street was part of the original survey
of 1871 but remained unnamed for many years. On the northern side of North Street
is the Yandina Sports Complex, originally the Yandina Racecourse and Recreation
Reserve gazetted in 1896.115

North Arm Road

North Arm

North Arm Road runs parallel to the railway line and originally connected North
Arm-Yandina Creek Road to Wegner and Seib Roads. Herman Meissner selected 479
acres in 1881 (surrounding, what was to be, the railway station and School of Arts) so
North Arm Road may have begun as the track to his home or a timbergetter’s track.
Early records show that Meissner’s land had “good pine”, most likely hoop, which was
in demand by timbergetters in the 1880s and 1890s.
When the North Arm School of Arts was opened in 1916, the level crossing
across the railway line linked both sides of the line.116 Today’s view is very different
with the Bruce Highway slicing through North Arm
See Monak Road for more details about North Arm township and see also George
Davison Bridge.

North Arm – Yandina Creek Road North Arm, Valdora & Yandina Creek
Valdora and Yandina Creek residents used the North Arm-Yandina Creek Road as their
main exit before Coolum Road was opened in 1922. As North Arm was a thriving
town in the 1920s and 1930s, many settlers continued to use this road.
Part of the North Arm-Yandina Creek Road was used from 1868 to 1879 as part
of the Cobb & Co Coach route to Tewantin. The route began from stables at South
Maroochy Crossing, followed (using modern-day names) Ninderry Road, Chants Road,
Targoo Road, Yandina Creek Road, Zgrajewski Road, Doonan Bridge Road and on to
Tewantin. This route could be used only in dry weather, otherwise the route via Belli
was used.
North Arm was not part of a coach route but coaches used Bunya Road when it
was part of the Yandina-Cooran Road built just before the railway opened in 1891. 117

Ocean Vista Drive

Maroochy River

Ocean Vista Drive, Caladenia Court, Callistemon Court, Caree Court, Donovan Place,
Mount Coolum Close and River Vista Court make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position
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and mostly the names chosen represented obvious choices. Ocean Vista Drive provides
views of the Pacific Ocean.118

Old Bruce Highway

Kulangoor, Yandina

Old Bruce Highway, once the Brisbane to Gympie Road, is now Nambour Connection
Road.
See Bruce Highway, also Nambour Connection Road, for more detail.

Old Coach Way

Ninderry

Old Coach Way was never an old coach road.
From 1868 to 1879 the Cobb & Co Coach route from stables at South Maroochy
Crossing followed (using modern-day names) School Road, Ninderry Road, Chants
Road, Targoo Road, Yandina Creek Road, Zgrajewski Road, Doonan Bridge Road and
on to Tewantin. This route could be used only in dry weather, otherwise the route via
Belli was used.
However, Old Coach Way was used by early settlers. Fairhill Provisional School,
established in 1885 and closed in 1915, was built on the road now called Old Coach
Way. The name was given in more recent time when small acreages were subdivided.
Ian McFadden, a member of the Hall family, says the name, Old Coach Way,
reminds him of the bullock used as a coacher to lead the cattle to Butcher Best’s slaughter
yards in Fairhill Road in the 1930s and 1940s. Surprising as it may seem such was
standard practice by slaughtermen to “entice” cattle into their yards.119

Old Cobb & Co Lane

Yandina

This small no-through road was named in 1995 by Councillor Kent Hartshorne from
a request by residents who also supplied a list of preferred names. Old Cobb & Co
Lane had been part of the approach to a bridge at South Maroochy Crossing built in
1929. Two dangerous S-bends marked each end of the bridge. But in 1970 when the
high level James Low Bridge was built, the old bridge became a footbridge and a nothrough road remained. Parks have been established at either end of the footbridge.
The Lane is well named because Cobb & Co stables were built nearby and were in use
from 1868 to 1879.120
See also James Low Bridge, Christina Low Park, Lions Park.

Old Gympie Road

Yandina

Old Gympie Road is part of the original Gympie to Brisbane Road built in 1868 and
used by coaches and other horse drawn traffic. It became officially known as Old Gympie
Road when the Yandina-Cooran Road was opened in 1888.
From the present-day traffic lights, Cobb & Co coaches travelled old Gympie
Road turning into Cooloolabin Road, Browns Creek Road, the Bottle and Glass and
on to Belli and Gympie. At that time Browns Creek Road was called the Bottle and
Glass Road. This road to Gympie was a dry weather route and could be used when the
coastal route through Tewantin was too wet.
Alexander Meldrum was Yandina’s first blacksmith whose selection and
blacksmith’s business were along Old Gympie Road. His selection was also referred to
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as Meldrum’s Paddock and
was used by Yandina’s very
early cricket teams.
Jack and Sarah Law,
who had settled on the
Maroochy River in 1910,
relocated in 1933 to
Meldrum’s cottage, the first
house in Old Gympie Road.
Meldrum’s Cottage and Jack and Sarah Law. (Courtesy Jean Phillips)

Jack Law was a noted axeman

and foot runner. His sister,
Miss Ellen Law, conducted a boarding house on the corner of Farrell and Stevens
Streets. Many descendants of the Law family still live in Maroochy Shire.121

Outlook Drive

Ninderry

Outlook Drive was named for the attractive outlook from this subdivision. Farnwyn
Investments began this subdivision about 1980 after their subdivision of Jensen Road
had been successful.

Parkyn Hill Place

Maroochy River

Parkyn Hill Place was named after the Parkyn family.
In 1940 Richard and Marion Parkyn owned the Blue and White Café in
Mooloolaba. Richard was also the Camp Ranger and one day just happened to attend
an auction of land for arrears of rates. Noone was bidding on a block of 86 acres that
carried no reserve so he offered ten bob and got it!
Richard and Marion Parkyn had five children, Arthur, Cyril, Ivy, Joyce and Don.
In 1944, their son Don grew bananas on the block and in 1949 it was sold to Harold
Dryer. In 1953 Joyce Parkyn bought it back. About 1960 Digby Jakeman bought the
flat area of 60 acres to grow cane and Don Parkyn’s son, Wayne, acquired a half share in
the remaining hilly area. About 1998 Joyce Parkyn sold her half to Wayne and his wife
Mary and Sandra and Graham Tamberlyn. They subdivided about two years ago and
the road was then named Parkyn Hill Place. At the same time, Wayne’s thirteen acres
were also subdivided.
Parkyn Parade at Mooloolaba is named after Richard Parkyn.122

Pathara Road

North Arm

Pathara Road would have first been used as a track servicing early selectors and
timbergetters. The name, Pathara, seems to have been given in the 1970s.
Pathara is a Central Australian Aboriginal word for box tree.123

Paulger Flat Road

Yandina

Paulger Flat Road was named after a stretch of road along the old Yandina-Coolum
Road known to locals as Paulgers’ Flat.
In 1942 Fred and Ada Paulger and three of their fourteen children, Cecily, Stan
and Ken, arrived in Yandina. Their other children, Bill, Reg, Don, Nelson, Frank, Dot
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and Joe had married or left home. Of the two
sets of twins born to the family only Frank
Paulger had survived.
The family had walked and driven their
herd of one hundred dairy cattle from the Obi
Valley through Mapleton, down to Image Flat
and over the hills, via a stock route, to Yandina.
Their land extended from the Yandina Railway
Station to the bridge over the North Maroochy.
Part of the farm is now an Industrial
Subdivision and includes the Yandina Ginger
Factory.

Ada and Frank Paulger. (Courtesy Joan Paulger)

Ken Paulger recalls the family’s jersey stud farm called “Station View” and the
many draught horses that were used for ploughing. He himself recalls ploughing with
a horse team before they bought their first tractor, a German Daimler, about 1950. The
family also bought horses, broke them in and sold them. Bowders had previously
owned the land before them and built three large silos which the Paulgers continued
to use for sileage. Cane, sorghum and cowpea were cut into chaff and stored to feed
stock. Only one silo remains after the many changes made to the roads by the Yandina
Bypass. A windmill was also part of the farm equipment, continually pumping water
from various wet areas. Stan Paulger kept the farm going and Joe Paulger followed him
until it was sold to Snow Saunders in the 1960s.
The Yandina Bypass, opened in 1996, has changed the landscape of the area that
was once Paulgers’ farm on Paulgers’ Flat.124

Pearce Drive

Maroochy River

Pearce Drive was named after Derry Pearce who was a Maroochy Shire Councillor
from 1979 to 1982. The Dunethin Rock Road bypass cut through Pearce’s land and
Pearce Drive is a loop that was once part of Dunethin Rock Road.
Stan and Reba Pearce with their two children, Hazel and Derry came from
Brisbane to settle on a cane farm on the Maroochy River in 1932. Derry was sixteen
years old and with his father cleared land to extend the farm.
Derry became involved in the local Canegrowers’ Council and served as a State
Representative for the Moreton and Rocky Point districts.
In 1942, Derry Pearce married Trudy Coulson
and served in New Guinea while Trudy continued
her job at the Maroochy Co-operative Store. She
also worked on the Maroochy River boat run owned
by her father, William Coulson. When Derry
returned from the war, he and Trudy worked the
farm together.
Their five children are Carol, Bob, Shirley, Stan
and Geoffrey who all helped with the farm. Derry
Pearce family, Stan and Reibe and children
Derry and Hazel. (Courtesy T. Pearce)
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Pearce died in 1989. His wife Trudy still lives close to the old farm “right in the middle
of the canefields”.125

Pioneer Road

Yandina

In 1978 the Queensland government acquired land for the Yandina Industrial Estate
which included Pioneer Road, Harvest Street and Machinery Road. The Sunshine Coast
Daily reported that the sixty-four hectare block cost $290 000. Maroochy Shire Council
Chairman, Eddie De Vere said that the estate would have pollution-free industries and
the factories would be suitably landscaped to develop the project in a park-like setting.
In February 1979 the directors of the Buderim Ginger Growers successfully
obtained loans to enable the building of a new factory in Pioneer Road. The Yandina
Ginger Factory was opened in April 1979 by the Premier, Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen.
Other industries have since filled the estate but the Yandina Ginger Factory has become
a major tourist attraction and draws 400 000 tourists each year.126

Pump Station Road

Kiamba

Pump Station Road was built at the same time as Wappa Dam was being built, in the
late 1950s. Wappa Dam was finished in 1959. 127

Railway Street

Yandina

Railway Street was named for its proximity to the Yandina Railway Station from where
you might have witnessed some important events in our history. The building of a
railway line presented a great leap forward in technology and brought many changes to
the district.
Sometime between 1889 and 1891 when the railway line was being built, yellow
fever struck the workers. The victims lie in an unmarked grave in the local cemetery
and their names have not been able to be ascertained.
The opening of the line to Yandina was a quiet affair because of a heavy storm of
wind and rain. The Queenslander reported that when the official party arrived by train
the subdued party had to retreat quickly back to Brisbane.
Gympie people looked forward to the opening of the rail link between Yandina
and Gympie. The Gympie Times reported that “ travellers will be spared the drive over
that abomination called Yandina Road. It is
in a terrible state with great holes that would
bury a bullock”.
During the Shearers’ Strike in 1891,
troops left Brisbane by train on 28 March for
Yandina. They were being rushed to Central
Queensland. The line from Yandina to
Cooran had not been opened so they were
taken by ballast train only another two miles
past Yandina Railway Station and then had

Old railway crossing gates looking across to Yandina
Hotel circa 1920. (Courtesy Low family)
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to march to Cooran. Three hours and fifteen
minutes later they arrived after a terribly

trying time through rain and mud knee deep in places. At Cooran they caught the train
on to Gympie.
Myles & Co ran coaches from Cooran to Yandina in the first six months of 1891
while the railway line was being constructed. Coaches left Gympie every day at 7.45am
except Sundays and the fact that it was possible to arrive in Brisbane by 6pm the same
day presented an amazing achievement in transport.
Passenger loadings for 1892 were the highest for Yandina in comparison to other
towns in the Maroochy District. By 1905 Nambour had exceeded Yandina and Nambour
went on to be the main town of the district. In those early years there was much
competition between the two towns.
Train excursions to Yandina were very popular. In the early 1900s, trains brought
Gympie visitors who picnicked on the river or lunched at the hotel and collected ferns
from the scrub to take home! In the late 1920s and the 1930s, on almost every weekend,
train excursions came from Brisbane and visitors could bushwalk to Mt Ninderry or
catch a connecting bus to Coolum for the day.
From 1891 to 1927 there had been a level crossing at the Railway Station. In 1927
the level crossing gates were removed and the crossing closed. Fleming Street was
continued by an underpass for traffic to Coolum Road.
Logs, both softwood and hardwood, were delivered to the railway station by
bullock wagons and loaded onto railway wagons. Yandina once had great timber reserves.
Thousands of sleepers were cut from the Yandina area and loaded at the Railway Station
in the 1930s.
Regular Yandina Racing Club events attracted bands from Monkland and Sandgate
who gave additional musical items at the railway station when leaving.
Sometime in the 1940s, it has been said, a spectacular brawl at the railway station
caused the morning mail train to be delayed for twenty minutes as crew and passengers
watched.
Troop trains and trains carrying ammunition and equipment passed through
Yandina in World War Two and reached record numbers.
Goods were always sent by rail and the railway station was a bustling place for the
delivery and collection of goods right up to the 1960s.
Yandina children, furthering their education in Nambour, became a common
sight, from the 1920s, catching the morning train and arriving home again in an end
carriage of a cattle train in the afternoon until school bus transport began in the 1960s.
Yandina Railway Station was important as a depot where steam engines, railmotors
and crew were stationed and water was taken on from a pump house near the Railway
Bridge. A steam engine was always kept at Yandina for banking purposes to help push
trains over the Cooroy Range.
In 1968 special chartered trains ran from Yandina to Brisbane in connection with
visiting Evangelist Dr Billy Graham.
Diesel engines which had first passed through Yandina in the 1950s completely
replaced steam engines by 1969. Electric trains began in 1989 and Yandina was replaced
by Nambour as the terminus for Brisbane services.
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In 1992 the position of Yandina Station Master was officially withdrawn after 101
years!
What of the future? The historic Railway Station building has been repainted to
continue as a reminder of its past importance. Railway Street residents and townspeople
are looking forward to the beautification of the area around the railway station as such
has been proposed for many years.128

River Road

Maroochy River

River Road runs along the Maroochy River through the cane fields. Families like the
Trevors, whose house once had river access only, were eventually able to exit on to
Coolum Road via River Road.
See Trevor Road for more detail.

River Store Road

Maroochy River

River Store Road is on the opposite side of the Maroochy River to Store Road. Both
roads lead in to the tramway bridge built in 1920. From 1917 until 1956 there was a
River Store which was popular with farmers as they could take their own boats to do
the shopping. Access to the store was only by boat! River Store Road was built only
after the Yandina-Bli Bli Road gave farmers an exit.
About 1917 Burnett Brothers, Storekeepers of Yandina opened a branch store on
the south bank of the river. In 1919, this store was acquired by the Maroochy Cooperative Society who continued to operate it till closure in 1956.
Although farmers living along the river could have supplies delivered from Yandina
by Coulson’s Boat Service, the River Store proved popular for the purchase of clothing,
especially work clothes, in addition to food items and tools such as cane knives.
Scott Trevor recalls the trucks of cane being pulled off the cane punt at a ramp
near the River Store.
See Coulson Road for more details about river transport.129

The River Store. (Courtesy Lawry Francis)
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River Vista Court

Maroochy River

River Vista Court, Caladenia Court, Callistemon Court, Caree Court, Donovan Place,
Mount Coolum Close and Ocean Vista Drive make up the names in Ninderry Rise
Estate, a residential subdivision developed by Shadforth Dickson & Associates in 1989.
Bob Dickson recalls that care was taken with naming the streets to suit their position
and mostly the names chosen represented obvious choices.
River Vista Court provides panoramic views of the Maroochy River. 130

Rocky Creek Road

Kulangoor

Rocky Creek Road was named for Rocky Creek after which Rocky Creek Forest Road
is also named.

Rocky Creek Forest Road

Maroochy River

Rocky Creek Forest Road was named after Rocky Creek which begins in State Forest
and flows into the Maroochy River.

Roth Lane

Ninderry

Roth Lane was named after Judy and Jost Roth who came to Yandina in 1980 and
established a lychee orchard. Judy Roth was from the USA and Jost was from
Switzerland. The problem was their street did not have a name so it was difficult to tell
friends where they lived. The Roths and the neighbours asked the Maroochy Shire
Council to name the street and so Roth Lane was approved. The Roths sold their farm
in 2001 and retired elsewhere in Yandina.131

Running Creek Road

North Arm

Various maps show a number of small creeks, such as Browns Creek, Steggalls Creek,
Slaughter Yard Creek, Gold Creek, Bunya Bunya Creek and Running Creek on the
western side of the North Maroochy River. In Yandina the average rainfall is 1688mm
per year so all the little creeks manage to flow most of the year. Early selectors named
the creeks and the names of roads in the vicinity have followed. 132

Rutherford Road

Kulangoor

Rutherford Road was named after Gloria and Ted Rutherford and their three children,
Steven, Bradley and Debra who lived at one end of this road in the 1970s. The
Rutherford family was involved in heavy machinery and contracting.
The road was officially named in the 1980s.133

Salley Road

Ninderry

Property boundaries have now changed and Salley and Isaak Road no longer exist.

Sapwood Road

Maroochy River

Sapwood Road is unmarked and unformed but is an approved road. The Macquarie
Dictionary gives the meaning of sapwood: in a woody plant sapwood is between the
inner bark and the heartwood.
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Bridge over South Maroochy, 1929 - 1970,
showing ‘S’ bends at either end.
The Queenslander, 25 February 1932.
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School Road

Yandina

School Road is an extra wide road and the reason for this is that railway resumptions of
the 1880s cut through part of the original town survey of 1871.
The road was originally called Bowder’s Track after Augustus Bowder who arrived
in Yandina in 1900 with his wife and nine children from Lincolnshire, England. He
acquired approximately 200 acres east of School Road (the present site of an industrial
estate) and selections at Kulangoor. Well educated he experimented with different
methods of growing crops as well as farming cattle and pigs. The silo that stands near
the Yandina-Coolum Road roundabout was one of three built by Augustus Bowder.
Bowder’s Track (later called School Road) and Bowder’s Siding (later called
Kulangoor Siding), were both named after Augustus Bowder..
Until the 1970s two of his daughters lived in the grand house he built in 1917
called Dear Home or Kya Lami. Miss Kathleen Bowder, a World War One nurse, is also
remembered as a school nurse. Miss Daisy Bowder was a well-known sugar chemist.
Bowder Lodge at Sundale is named after the family.
A story about School Road is told by Brian Ivins who recalls Mrs Diefenbach’s
run on a day in World War Two when Yandina had its one-and-only, air-raid alert. The
plan was that Wilkinsons’ Sawmill would sound its siren and a steam engine at the
railway station would also give some blasts as a warning to residents to shelter in their
air-raid trenches. Most families had built a deep trench in their backyards for such an
event. Mrs Diefenbach was a community-minded person who was concerned that the
children at Yandina State School might not hear the sirens and blasts so she ran the
whole way in record time from the town to the school so she could personally issue a
warning. However, everyone was relieved that nothing came of the air-raid alert.
School Road leads to the Yandina State School and is lined with trees planted by
school children in the 1980s. The Yandina Provisional School opened in 1889 and was
soon upgraded to the Yandina State School in 1902.The book published by the School
Centenary Committee, Yandina State School Centenary (1889- 1989), contains detailed
information.
A dangerous level crossing near the school was closed in the 1950s and a pedestrian
bridge built. Vehicles used an underpass named after Councillor Arthur MacNellie
and known as MacNellie’s Underpass.134

Scott Street

Yandina

Scott Street was named after Sir Robert Townley Scott (1841 – 1922) who purchased,
in 1877, an area of two acres including what is now Cox Street. Scott did not come to
live in Yandina but his name has survived as the name of the street opposite his allotment.
From 1890 to 1892 a Police Station (a cottage) was situated on Scott’s two-acre
block referred to as a Police Reserve. (The Police Station then moved to the Telegraph
Office from 1892 until closure in 1894.)
In 1905 the Police Reserve was sold, subdivided into allotments and a laneway
made. The Cox family is recorded as purchasing two allotments in 1905 and building
the first house. The laneway became known as Cox Street.
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Sir Robert Townley Scott arrived in Brisbane
with his father Robert Scott and mother from
England in 1848. By 1862 he was employed as a
supernumerary clerk in the Brisbane General Post
Office and appointed to permanent status the
following year. By 1870 he was appointed
superintendent of mails at a time when the mail
service was rapidly expanding. By 1899 he was made
Under-Secretary and Superintendent of Telegraphs
and knighted in 1909 for his devotion to his work.
Sir Robert Scott, referred to on the Land Sale
document as “Robert Scott Junior”, would have
known of the newly proclaimed town of Yandina and
the establishment of the Yandina Post Office, the only
post office between Caboolture and Gympie. The
belief at the time was that Yandina would grow into a
large town so an investment in an allotment was

Robert Scott. (Courtesy John Oxley Library)

money well placed.
Early sales of allotments in Yandina attracted many distinguished buyers besides
Sir Robert Scott. Among them were: Reverend Joseph Buckle of Gympie and Brisbane,
Gas Engineer Robert Fleming of Bundaberg, Doctor Joseph Bancroft of Brisbane,
Surveyor and Inspector of Mines and MLA William Fryar as well as Auctioneer Charles
Cameron of Ipswich.135
See also Cox Street.

Seib Road

North Arm

Seib Road was named after the Seib family. It has a Eumundi end and a North Arm
end but one kilometre in the middle has been closed since 1956. Reasons for closure
include damage by cyclones in 1955 and the burning-out of bridges by bushfires in
1956.
Seib Road is part of a road to Gympie established in 1867, the year of the Gympie
Gold Rush. William Pettigrew’s Diary records that he sent James Low and a party of
timbergetters to clear a dray track from the Maroochy River, opposite Dunethin Rock,
to the Gympie Goldfields. The road generally followed Valdora Road, Yandina Creek
Road, along what is now Seib Road and on to Tewantin.
Col Seib and his wife Kay live at the Eumundi end of Seib Road. They recall that
Col’s father, Edward Seib, came to Eumundi in 1929 and married Annie Little. Their
four children are: Dorothy, Edna, Mona and Colin.
The Seibs graze beef cattle on the property at present but have been engaged in
dairying, tropical pastures, seed production and aquaculture. 136

Sheahans Road

Yandina

Sheahans Road is wrongly spelt as Sheanans on maps but was recently corrected to
Sheahans on the signpost.
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After moving from Maleny, Denis Claude Sheahan purchased sixty-nine acres at
Yandina for a slaughter yard at the end of what is now called Sheahans Road. At the
same time he also purchased land for a butcher shop in Arundell Avenue, Nambour.
In 1952 he began building and the following year both the shop and slaughter yards
were ready for business. He purchased his cattle from Cannon Hill and Eidsvold and
they were railed to Yandina Railway Station which had a “comprehensive set of cattle
yards”. At that time Yandina was the central point on the Sunshine Coast for loading
and unloading cattle. Besides Sheahan’s slaughter yards, there were two other slaughter
yards in Yandina. One was operated by Nambour Butcher, Don Cameron, on land
now occupied by Hume’s Pipes; the other belonged to Yandina Butchers, Bests, on
Fairhill Road.
The Sheahan boys, Denis Junior, Gary and Terry, on horseback, drove the cattle
from the railway station, across a shallow part of the Maroochy River, along Wharf
Street and down the road named after them to their slaughter yards. This continued
for twenty-two years until the cattle yards closed at the railway station and road transport
took over.137

Shrapnell Road

Cooloolabin

Shrapnell Road is a mis-spelling of Shrapnel. The road was named after Geoff Shrapnel
who owned a ginger farm just off Cooloolabin Road. In 1974 the ginger farm was sold
to David Forder who sold to the present owners, Anthony and Anne Everingham in
1981. Anthony recalls that the road became known as Shrapnell Road in the 1980s,
prior to that it was unnamed.
Geoff Shrapnel was a descendant of Lieutenant-General
Henry Shrapnel who gave his name to the artillery missile. Geoff
Shrapnel himself enlisted in World War Two and reached the rank
of Lieutenant. In later years he was promoted to Major during his
time with the Army Reserve. Thereafter, he had a lifetime
involvement with Legacy.
Geoff Shrapnel and his wife, Sylvia, came to Nambour in
1945 and Geoff qualified in accountancy by driving to Brisbane for
lectures.
In 1954 Geoff became Attorney-Manager for the Ginger

Geoff Shrapnel
(Courtesy Robin Shrapnel)

Growers’ Co-operative at Buderim and was a driving force with
his enthusiasm and initiatives until his retirement due to ill health
in 1974. He has been called the saviour of the ginger industry. A
detailed study of those twenty years is contained in Buderim Ginger:

an export success story. He was honoured in 1975 with an MBE. Geoff Shrapnel and his
wife were killed in a car accident in 1976.
Shrapnel Road in Buderim is also named after Geoff Shrapnel.138

Shrub Road

North Arm

Although the Sunshine Coast UBD shows Shrub Road, some residents believe that
“Scrub Road” is correct and that the name, Scrub Road, was given in the last twenty
years after the realignment of Bunya Road, once part of the Bruce Highway.
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Scrub was the local name commonly used for vine scrub, vine forest or rainforest
that Europeans first found growing in many places on the Sunshine Coast. Some patches
of scrub may have been thousands of years old and were cleared for banana growing or
pastures for the dairy industry.139

Silky Oak Court

Ninderry

Silky Oak Court was named for the silky oak tree Grevillea robusta which grows to ten
metres with masses of orange flowers loved by the honey-eating birds. The tree belongs
more to the Kenilworth area rather than to Yandina yet it can grow quite well in both
places.
At the end of Silky Oak Court is a closed road and a wharf reserve from where
timbergetters rafted their logs. Seib Road, North Arm Road and Fairhill Road are the
original timbergetters tracks to the rafting grounds, downstream from Chambers
Crossing.
The area around Silky Oak Court was selected by William Hamilton. Portions
21V and 22V, a total of 80 acres in 1888, were part of the Agricultural Village of Ninderry.
Selectors were also entitled to an allotment in an English-type village where they could
build their homes but this system did not work as selectors preferred to live on their
selections.
Elsie Best recalled being a Sunday School teacher in the Ninderry Methodist
Church which was built on one allotment of the proposed village. It is believed that
the church was eventually demolished and the timber used for a shelter on Mount
Ninderry.
William Hamilton set up a sugar mill to crush the cane he grew but soon changed
to making flour from arrowroot which grew well in the district. One hundred years
later remains of the arrowroot mill could still be found. William’s wife Sarah became a
well-known and popular midwife.
The Hamiltons sold to the Parnells who sold to brothers, Jim and Mat Carruthers
in the mid 1940s. Jim Parnell’s daughter, Jessie Lee, recalls that the farm was mainly
small crops and cattle. About 1968 Rob Tonge bought the property and expanded it to
140 acres for cattle grazing and the growing of passionfruit, grapes and pecan nuts. He
recalls the original survey of the tiny allotments including one marked for a school. In
1980 he subdivided the whole property into acreage lots and he and his family left the
area.140

Skyholt Road

Valdora

Skyholt Road was, until recently, an unnamed road. When Maroochy Shire Council
asked residents to suggest names, one of the suggestions made by the Cook family was
“skybolt”. At the time the Cooks were building an aerobatic biplane called a skybolt.
All that can be said is that someone in council gave the name of “skyholt” to the road
and the Cooks have been upset ever since.141

Smallwood Road

Kiamba

Smallwood Road was named after Bob and Helen Smallwood who bought their farm
from Trevor and Kath Thompson about twenty years ago. Trevor Thompson recalls
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how he cleared the entire fifty acres; he also recalls the low prices paid for land in the
1970s. The farm entrance was only ever a bush track through the neighbouring Schultz
property but with the help of Martin Schultz the Smallwoods put in a road of their
own. The road has since been called Smallwood Road.142

Steggall Road

Yandina

Julius Steggall and his wife Alice Elizabeth Steggall came form England in 1910 to
make their home at Orchard Rise, Steggall Road. They were accompanied by their six
children, Frances, Paula, Winifred, Miriam, Edmund and Steven. Two more children,
Frederick and Alithea, were born in Australia. Winifred, Miriam and Alithea are
especially remembered as devoted teachers in the district.
Julius Steggall owned Yandina’s first car, a REO 1905. What alarm it caused when
it arrived in Yandina by train in 1917. Mrs Steggall went to collect the mail from the
Post Office which was, at that time, at the Railway Station and the Station Master
surprised her by telling her there was a car for her! This was Yandina’s first car!
It is said that some early drivers learnt to drive by reading a book of instructions
as well as by tying the car with a long rope to a tree so that it did not get away! No-one
knows how Julius Steggall learnt to drive. The car is presently owned by Ed Sims of
Kenilworth and still going!
Alice Steggall was a well-known and well-respected midwife in the 1920s. A farmer
might arrive at her home with a buggy or a spare horse and at short notice she would
leave with him to care for his wife and their newborn and do whatever was required.
She looked impressive in the white uniform she always wore on duty. Fred Fink recalled
seeing her pass by the Fink family house in Wappa Falls Road. He said that she made a
grand sight on a horse as she always rode sidesaddle.143

Stevens Street

Yandina

Yandina’s main street, Stevens Street was named after Peter Campbell Stevens, born in
Thurso in the very north of Scotland on 30.3.1845.
Peter Stevens migrated to Australia in 1866 and came to work for James Low on
the Maroochy River and at South Maroochy Crossing shortly after his arrival. There is
evidence to show that he could turn his hand to many skills, such as working with
cattle, rafting and timbergetting as well as road building for the
Maroochy Divisional Board.
Peter married Eliza Sutton in 1877. Their nine children, George,
Ellen, Innes, Robert, Olive, Peter, Seal, Martha and Alexander, were
all born in Yandina. Pioneer women acted as midwives for one another
when there was no doctor to call. The Stevens children used to walk
from Stevens’ Rocks to attend the Fairhill Provisional School, in
present-day Old Coach Way.
In 1878 Peter had selected Portion 76 of 150 acres near Stevens’
Rocks (also known as Browne’s Rocks or The Rocks) on the Maroochy
River. In 1888 William Pettigrew built a store at Stevens’ Rocks where
Peter Stevens.
(Courtesy Des James)
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the Tadorna Radjah offloaded goods for the settlers and loaded produce
for sale in Brisbane.
In 1885 Peter Stevens purchased an allotment in Yandina although,
by that time, only one church and one house had been built and thirty
allotments had been sold in the township. In 1916 the School of Arts
was built on that allotment.
When Peter died in Gympie on 6.12.1896, his nine children were
between the ages of 18 and 2 years of age. His death was very hard for
the family.
By May 1897 Mrs Eliza Stevens had difficulty paying her accounts
to two prominent Yandina shopkeepers who sent in the Bailiff to take
possession of her furniture which was removed to Yandina township

Eliza Stevens.
(Courtesy Des James)

to be sold so they could recover what was owed to them. Another prominent citizen
requested an advance from Sawmiller William Pettigrew and used this money to buy
Mrs Stevens’ goods. The two oldest sons were able to obtain work to pay back the
money. The 1890s presented difficult economic times for the community; shopkeepers
and widows included.144

Store Road

Maroochy River

Store Road gave vehicle access to the tramway bridge built in 1920. Across the river
Burnett Brothers, Storekeepers of Yandina, had opened a branch store about 1917.
In 1919 this store was acquired by the Maroochy Co-operative Society who
continued to operate it till closure in 1956.
Scott Trevor recalls people used to walk across the bridge to reach the river store
otherwise the store was only accessible only by boat.145
See also River Store Road

Tamin Place

Maroochy River

A residential subdivision called Rivercrest Estate began in 1994 and included Tamin
Place and some blocks in Kirra Road.
Tamin is a Hebrew word meaning perfect or without blemish. George Smith,
who developed the estate, recalls choosing the name for the beauty of the area.146

Targoo Road

Valdora

Targoo Road is not a formed road. The word, Targoo, may be the same as targo, an
Aboriginal word meaning way to the scrub, from djuri, way and go, scrub.
From 1868 to 1879 the Cobb & Co Coach route from stables at South Maroochy
Crossing followed (using modern-day names) Ninderry Road, Chants Road, Targoo
Road, Yandina Creek Road, Zgrajewski Road, Doonan Bridge Road and on to Tewantin.
This route could be used only in dry weather, otherwise the route via Belli was used. 147

Thompsons Road

Maroochy River

Thompsons Road was named after Jack and Hazel Thompson who came from Kin
Kin to a cane farm at Maroochy River just before Christmas in 1946.
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Their daughter Coral recalls that transport and communications were very
primitive by today’s standards. A neighbour, Jim Howes, who had a phone came to
pass on the message about the death of their mother in Kin Kin and because Jack
Thompson was unable to drive he drove him to the railway station. Supplies for the
family were delivered by Coulson’s boat and collected from Howes’ jetty three days a
week and that meant a long walk. Another long walk was to the Maroochy River School
by the Thompson children, Elsie, Coral, Estelle and Alan.
The Cerins family bought the cane farm in 1953 and the Thompsons moved to
Nambour. At that time the road went only as far as their farmhouse but over the years
has been extended and came to be known as Thompson’s Road until officially named
in the 1970s.148

Thomson Valley Road

Valdora

Thomson Valley Road was named after Bill Thomson who moved to Valdora with his
wife, Ethel, in 1936. They bought and joined small properties from Fred Diefenbach,
Frank Staton, Bert Richards and Ken Worland. Jack Talty’s property was added by their
son, Roy, in the 1950s.
In the mid-1970s Councillor Ray Steinhardt sealed half the road distance and
named it after Bill Thomson who was very community-minded having served on
committees of the Golden Valley School and the Valdora Hall and played with the
Valdora Tennis Club. During World War Two he had served with the Volunteer Defence
Corps when the Japanese were a threat to our coastline.
The road was named Thomson Road but because of the confusion with
Thompsons Road not far away in the Maroochy River locality, the name was changed
to Thomson Valley Road.
Due to ill health Bill Thomson sold the farm to Roy in 1960 and he developed six
acres at Coolum Beach where the ANZ Bank is located. He was also instrumental in
establishing Coolum Lawn Bowls and was honoured by the naming of the first green,
the Bill Thomson Green. He passed away at 73 after a heart attack on that green. 149

Timberland Close

Maroochy River

Constellation Way, Forest Hill Drive, Highlands Hill Road and Timberland Close are
believed to be part of the subdivision known as Dunethin Highlands Estate begun in
1994. The names suit the area around the estate.
See Constellation Way for more detail.

Tinarra Close

Maroochy River

Tinarra Close was part of Ninderry Heights Estate, a residential subdivision which
followed the development of Barcrest Drive Estate.
Murray Browne who developed Ninderry Heights Estate said he chose the name,
tinarra, an Aboriginal word meaning head of the mountain. The head of Mount
Ninderry, 315 metres, is close by.
Older residents recall the soldiers camped on Mount Ninderry for training during
World War Two. Some local families still remain linked to those soldiers through
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friendships and marriages. At one end of Tinarra Close there is a World War Two
memorial plaque which reads:
2/14 Australian Infantry Battalion
Formed in Victoria in April 1940 and later joined
by many Queenslanders. Camped on this site
11 May 1942 to 5 August 1942
The Battalion trained over a wide area from Blackall Ranges
to the Coast and made many friends in the district
Between 16 August 1942 and 15 January 1943 the Battalion
fought on the Kokoda Track and at Gona assisting
to drive the Japanese out of Papua.
166 members of the Battalion gave their lives in that campaign.
LEST WE FORGET”150

Toolborough Road

Yandina Creek

Toolborough is a mis-spelling of Toolburra. The ending “borough” of Toolborough
denotes a town such as Maryborough. The ending “burra” is used in many Aboriginal
words such as Muttaburra. No one knows how the error occurred but it has existed for
so many years that the mis-spelling has become accepted usage.
In 1957 the Yandina Creek Progress Association made a request to the Maroochy
Shire Council that the new road linking Yandina Creek Road with Coolum Road be
called Toolburra Road. In the minutes of the Yandina Creek Progress Association on
the 7 August, 1957, there is the following motion moved by J.Fox and seconded by
E.Watt “that we request gravel to be dumped at some very necessary places on the new
Yandina Creek to Coolum Road and that we suggest to the Council that in future it be
referred to as Toolburra Road”.
Mr Frank Benfer, resident of Yandina Creek for over 85 years said that the range
on the western side of Ninderry, known as the Toolburra Range, is believed to be an
Aboriginal name introduced in the early days of white settlement.
In the history of North Arm references can be found to the North Arm – Toolburra
Rifle Club. Other early references are the North Arm – Toolburra Fruitgrowers
Association and the request by the settlers to name the first Yandina Creek School as
Toolburra School. This request was declined because there was already a Toolburra
School in Queensland.151

Trevor Road

Maroochy River

Harry and Dorothy Trevor with their children, Del, Scott, June, Heather and Beth
came from Bundaberg in 1941 to a cane farm on the Maroochy River. The road into
their farm became known as Trevor Road and thus officially named.
Their son Scott recalls travelling on Bill Barton’s school boat to the Maroochy
River State School. The boat always travelled along the river to the part where the
Trevors lived. They were the first pupils on board and delivered home last. Being
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picked up at 7.30 am and returned
home at 4.30 pm, made a long school
day. Bill Barton had a bullock’s horn
which he blew impatiently when
approaching the cane bridge as a
warning to raise a section to let the
school boat through.
Six days a week Coulson’s boat
service delivered supplies such as
meat from Bests, groceries from the
Dorothy and Harry Trevor with children l-r: Heather, June,
Scott, Delcia and Beth. (Courtesy Scott Trevor)

Maroochy Co-op as well as mail and
bread. Sometimes fresh bread also
came from Maroochydore. There

were about sixty private jetties, including the Trevors’ jetty, serviced in this way from
Yandina as far as Cotton Tree. In the cane season when cane was cut manually, there
were also deliveries made for the canecutters living in barracks.
Supplies required were written down and always placed in tin matchboxes to be
collected by the boatman the day before delivery. In the years of World War Two,
Coulsons used a Blitz truck to run from their wharf near the North Maroochy Bridge
to Yandina to deliver goods to the boat.
Every Thursday the boat collected cases of bananas from farms in Coolum Creek
and carried these back to Yandina and thence to the railway station for transport to
Brisbane. In the 1940s, before tractors, the Trevors used horses for hard farm work and
Coulsons delivered horse feed, big bags of lucerne hay.
The houses had no road access and farmers relied on the river as their lifeline.
Everyone owned a boat of some kind for visiting neighbours or calling at the River
Store. Neighbours across the river used to garage their car at Trevors so as to drive
onto Coolum Road before Burtons Road was built. Some farmers and their families
travelled upstream from as far as Coolum Creek to where they could catch the Coolum
bus into Nambour when necessary.
Scott and Pam Trevor still live on the family farm.152

Upper Ferntree Creek Road

Kulangoor

Upper Ferntree Creek Road is a continuation of Ferntree Creek Road not a branch
road as shown in the Sunshine Coast UBD
See Ferntree Creek Road for details.

Valdora Road

Valdora, Yandina Creek

Early settlers gave the names, Golden Valley or Valdora to this locality. Valdora means
the valley of gold and is said to be of Spanish origin. The names, Valdora and Golden
Valley, were used concurrently until the 1940s when the P.M.G., because of confusion
with another Golden Valley in Queensland, changed the name to Valdora. .
It is believed that Valdora Road was an Aboriginal pathway. The tribal ground at
Yandina Creek was an important meeting place for Aborigines and the name,Yan-dinna,
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meaning to go on foot, originated from the journeyings of tribes and tribal groups to
there. J.G.Steele reported that “A bora ring at Yandina Creek, 16.5 metres by 14 metres
in size was known to white men as early as 1865: its use was discontinued before
1900”.
Early Europeans used Valdora Road. In 1867 William Pettigrew’s Diary records
that he sent James Low and a party of timbergetters to clear a dray track from Johnston’s
Wharf to the Gympie goldfields which generally followed, what we know as, Valdora
Road, Yandina Creek Road, along what is now Seib Road, on to Tewantin and then to
Gympie.153

Vee Road

Yandina

Locals referred to the Maroochy River at Vee Road as “the Vee” because of its shape.
This shallow section of the river was once a very pretty place and popular with families
as a place to paddle and swim. But the last thirty years have seen the area overgrown
and degraded with weeds.
Vee Road has always been a short cut from Wharf Street to Yandina-Coolum
Road. When the Yandina Bypass was being built in 1995, the road was upgraded for
trucks and a culvert was built over the river crossing, but before then vehicles forded
the stream.154

Wants Road

Ninderry

Wants Road is named after the Want family. The road is an easement next to the Wants’
farm through land purchased by Ron Want from Spencer Browne in the 1960s.
Alfred Smith Want was born at Palmer’s Channel, Northern New South Wales,
in 1900. After his marriage in 1930 and the birth of his son, he decided to move to the
Maroochy River District which had impressed him in 1928 on a visit to his relations,
the W.J.G. Smiths.
In 1931 he and his wife Classie and baby son Ron commenced the long journey
to Yandina on their Harley Davidson motorbike and sidecar.
During the 1930s, Alf Want leased up to 60 acres of land and grew bananas in the
Coolum, Valdora and Maroochy River districts. In the early 1940s, he purchased a
cane and banana farm of approximately 120 acres on the Maroochy River from Alan
Lane. The wooden home built in 1917, faced the river as did most of the homes of the
day, the river being the thoroughfare until the Coolum
Road was built and opened in 1922. Gravel was quarried
from Wants Hill for use on part of this road. About 1941
or 1942, the house was transported to face the YandinaCoolum Road. Following realignment and renaming of
this section of road in 1991, the house is now in Nimbin
Place.
Alf Want was the district COD delegate for about
twenty years and helped set up the fruit displays at
Nambour and Brisbane Shows for many years. He was
on the committee of the Maroochy River School and the

Want family home and banana farm, 1940s.
(Courtesy Barbara and Ron Want)
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Coolum Surf Lifesaving Club and was a Justice of the Peace. In 1995, he was a foundation
member of the Yandina Bowls Club and was also games and greens director. When his
son, Ron, took over the farm, Alf purchased the Corner Café and taxi business in
Yandina. Alf Want died at the age of 88 years in 1988.
The Want farm was sold to Ron and June Porter in 1971.155

Wappa Dam Road

Kiamba

Wappa Dam Road was first built as an easement through properties at the same time as
Wappa Dam was being built. The Dam was finished in 1959. The easement was to give
access from Image Flat Road and was never meant to be a tourist drive but after it was
built people enjoyed the drive through bushland so much council upgraded it.
Martin Schultz recalls that water was supplied to Nambour before the water
treatment plant was built in 1968. A pipeline along Wappa Dam Road took water from
the Dam to reservoirs on Image Flat Road where only chlorine was added before the
water went straight to households. He said that the staff would sometimes have to take
the dead eels off the top! Some people in Nambour used to joke about fish coming out
of the tap! And they were not far wrong.
Council Water Officer, Jack Harrison, recalled that before the filtration process
started in 1968, a heavy shower of rain would discolour the water and make it smelly!
He received many a complaint about “yellow loads of washing”.
Water was first connected to Yandina in 1961.156

Wappa Dam, c 1960. (Courtesy Muriel Harrison-Peters)
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Wappa Falls Road

Yandina

Wappa comes from the Aboriginal word, wapa, meaning slow and gentle. The road has
taken its name from the Aboriginal name for the area.
Wappa Dam and Wappa Falls are popular scenic places. Wappa Falls has always
been an attractive place for picnickers and bushwalkers although warnings have been
made about the dangers of swimming there.
Some locals recall the Scouts from all over South East Queensland who used to
camp at Wappa Falls at Easter in the 1940s and 1950s. On their final night they always
held a grand concert and bonfire to which the townspeople were invited. 157

Wappa Outlook Drive

Yandina

Emerald Views Estate includes Emerald Vista Drive, Headwaters Court, Wappa Outlook
Drive and Haven Place. The names were successful in a competition held to launch
the seventy-seven-allotment subdivision. Yandina Developments, owned by the Kane
family, began Emerald Views Estate in 1993.
The view from this street is towards Mt Wappa which is 211 metres above sea
level.158

Wappa Park Road

Kiamba

Wappa Park Road was built only after Wappa Dam was completed in 1959. The Dam
was raised to its present level in 1969. The road is a short loop through Jack Harrison
Park.159
See Jack Harrison Park

Waterfall Road

Ninderry

Mount Ninderry has always been popular with bush walkers for its panoramic views
of the Coast and the Maroochy River valley. The waterfalls on Mount Ninderry
including the one at the end of Waterfall Road are quite spectacular after rain.
Waterfall Road, off Ninderry Road, was once a track down through the bush to
the waterfall but became part of a residential subdivision in the 1980s.
Walking tracks linking the various subdivisions around Ninderry would make
popular bushwalks.

Wattle Road

Cooloolabin, Kiamba

Early Cooloolabin settlers used a route via Kiamba Road and Wattle Road to travel to
and from Yandina. In 1920 Cooloolabin Road which had previously stopped at the
base of the range continued to the top. Many still continued
to use Wattle Road to travel from Cooloolabin. Wattle Road
is now a no-through road and was named in the 1980s.
Eight hundred wattles or acacias grow in Australia.
Most are shrubs or small trees, widely spreading and able
to grow well in Australia’s poor sandy or clay soils along
ridges or hillsides. Masses of yellow springtime flowers
are typical of wattles. The wattle Acacia o’shanesii is native
to the Yandina area.160
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Wedgetail Court

Valdora

Wedgetail Court is part of a residential subdivision begun in 1992 and is an
extension from Karnu Drive and Elouera Drive.
Wedgetail Court was named after the Wedge-tailed eagle Aquila audax which is
commonly seen around Mount Ninderry and throughout Australia. The wedge tail is
distinctive when the bird is soaring and it is often seen at great heights of 2 000 metres
or more riding thermal currents.161

Wegner Road

North Arm

Wegner Road was named after the Wegner family.
In 1881 Hans Wegner, who married Minnie Taege, selected Portion 109 of two
hundred acres at North Arm. One of their seven children, Fred, married Mary Allan
and their children were Edith, Mary, Fred and Tom who all attended Fairhill Provisional
School. Some of the Wegners lived to very old age and are well remembered.
Wegner family members worked on the Golden Surprise Mine at North Arm
from 1930 to its closure in 1938. Tom Wegner, whose father owned the site of the
Golden Surprise mine, said that his family did well out of the mines as they supplied
the timber for the split slabs and other bush timber required. Tom also said that the
miners came from Gympie and lived mainly at the town’s boarding house.162

Wharf Street

Yandina

Wharf Street was originally the track from Geraghton’s Wharf or Low’s Landing at one
end to South Maroochy Crossing on the Gympie Road at the other end where the
Yandina Post Office, Mooroochie Hotel, Low’s Store and Cobb & Co staging post
were established in 1868. It is believed that the track cut through part of what had been
an Aboriginal campground at the hilltop.
In the early days of European settlement, boats delivered goods to Stevens’ Rocks
from where the goods were punted up the river to the wharf, collected by bullock dray
and delivered to the Hotel and Store. Accounts of the Store in 1879 show that James
Low organised the overland carriage of goods from the wharf to settlers such as Patrick
Lillas, the Bonneys, H.M. Davies and J. Murray at Kenilworth and Belli.
The wharf was also a place where timbergetters rafted their logs to the river mouth
for collection or milling at William Pettigrew’s sawmill which operated from 1891 to
1898.
When Pettigrew’s mill closed, timber from the Coolum area was rafted upstream,
taken out at the wharf, loaded on to bullock wagons and taken to Yandina Railway
Station for transportation to sawmills in south East Queensland.
The Wharf Reserve at the end of Wharf Street was gazetted in 1878.163

Whistler Ridge Drive

Yandina Creek

Whistler Ridge Drive is part of a residential subdivision called Country Coolum Estate.
The first stage began in 2001 and the second, the following year. Eric Annett, a real
estate salesman involved in the development, said that the estate was almost called
Whistler Ridge Estate. Eric comes from Vancouver in Canada and used to ski at Whistler
where the landscape reminded him of the estate.
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The estate also includes Country Coolum Drive,
Nature Close and Hideaway Court. The names were chosen
to reflect the area around Whistler in Canada where people
enjoy nature and hike to hideaways.
Locals may have thought that “whistler” referred to the
rufous whistler and its close relation, the golden whistler,
which are both common to the Yandina area and are
outstanding songsters. The rufous whistler inhabits the dry,
open eucalypt woodland. The golden whistler prefers more
dense, wet forests. Both search for insects and larvae amongst
the foliage.164

Yandina-Bli Bli Road

Maroochy River, Yandina

Yandina-Bli Bli Road is a main road and made up of Wharf Street and the former
Dunethin Rock Road.
Locals are pleased because the last 650 metre-long section of the existing gravel
surface of the Yandina-Bli Bli Road has been sealed as well as a minor curve straightened
in 2003. The cost is $626 000. Over many years, short sections of the road have been
sealed continually until only 650 metres remained unsealed.
Early settlers used the river as their highway but there was a track in use called
Westaway’s Track, roughly, the Yandina-Bli Bli Road dating from the early 1860s. An
1862 map of the Maroochy Cattle Runs shows another early track, Lander’s Track,
which went south from Edmund Lander’s hut near Dunethin Lake to a hut on Eudlo
Creek.
The Maroochy River was the highway into the hinterland. From the arrival of
the first Europeans the river was all important for transport. From 1909 to the 1960s,
riverboats delivered mail and supplies to those living along the river. By the 1960s cars
and trucks became common and the road was constantly having to be upgraded.
The name Bli Bli is an abbreviation of billai billai meaning swamp oak Casuarina
glauca. The tree is plentiful along the banks of the Maroochy River in the Bli Bli area.
Kambo, a rich source of food to the Aborigines, lived in the water-logged branches of
the swamp oak.165
See also Dunethin Rock Road for more detail.

Yandina-Coolum Road

Maroochy River, Yandina

Coolum comes from the Aboriginal words, kulum of gulum, meaning wanting, the
reference being to the lack of a peaked top to the mountain.
According to Aboriginal legend a fight between two great warriors, Coolum and
Ninderry, resulted in Coolum losing his head after a blow from the warrior, Ninderry.
Coolum Road was opened in 1922 after the bridge over the North Maroochy
River was built in 1921.
Arthur Gawthorne owned the farm nearby so the bridge became known as
Gawthorne’s Bridge. A local story describes how Arthur Gawthorne carried a gun to
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meet some of Yandina’s leading citizens who visited him to propose the construction
of the bridge. He was one of the first to protest against development!
Coolum Road was built to provide access to Coolum as a tourist resort and to
open up agricultural land. At times the road defied construction. The Brisbane Courier
reported “how to build a road through a thickly-wooded tea-tree swamp had long
been a vexed question”.
Accounts of overland travel to Coolum from Yandina in the 1890s refer to bullockor horse-drawn wagons going via Doonan to avoid the Coolum swamps. Later, the
Moreton Mill tramway and Coulson’s boat service were the only way for farmers
living along the river to get in or out. Coulson’s boats began in 1909 and the cane
tramway to Coolum was established during the 1920s.
The Nambour Chronicle reported that at the opening of Coolum Road in 1922
twenty-three cars made the first trip from Nambour to Coolum via Yandina in seventy
minutes and made the return trip even faster.
Keith Bennett was the first to operate a bus from Coolum in the 1920s and 1930s
and gradually road transport took over from river transport.166

Yandina Creek Road
See North Arm-Yandina Creek Road

Zgrajewski Road

Yandina Creek

This road was part of the Yandina-Tewantin Road and used by travellers to the Gympie
goldfields. From 1868 to 1879 the Cobb & Co Coach route from stables at South
Maroochy Crossing followed (using modern-day names) Ninderry Road, Chants Road,
Targoo Road, Yandina Creek Road, Zgrajewski Road, Doonan Bridge Road and on to
Tewantin. This route could be used only in dry weather, otherwise the route via Belli
was used.
Zgrajewski Road was named after Hipolit and Petronela Zgrajewski who, with
their son, John, arrived in Bundaberg from Poland in 1908. They managed to buy a
cane farm in South Kalkie where three additional children were born and survived,
Mary in 1908, Martha in 1911 and Agnes in 1914. There were seven other children all
stillborn.
In 1921 the family relocated to a banana farm at Yandina Creek where they were
very isolated and suffered great hardships. A year’s crop of bananas sent to Melbourne
had “boiled” and become worthless but
the freight was still payable. However,
they continued to work very hard on the
farm becoming self sufficient even
slaughtering their own pigs or calves and
preserving the meat by corning, smoking
or curing as there were no refrigerators.
The family had a strong Polish
Catholic faith and would ride horses the
Petronela and Hipolit Zgrajewski.
(Courtesy Zgrajewski family)
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long distance into Yandina or Eumundi

to attend mass having fasted from midnight the previous night thereby observing the
custom at that time.
They were used to making their own entertainment. Hipolit Zgrajewski instilled
in his family a love of music and taught them to play by ear such musical instruments
as a zither and an accordion that he had brought from Poland as well as other musical
instruments which he ingeniously made.
At first, the two younger children had school lessons by correspondence supervised
by the older children as his wife Petronela was not able to read or write English and he
himself could only read English. When their daughter Martha attended Lower Doonan
Provisional School, the female teacher boarded with the family and not only shared
her bedroom but, because of a lack of spare beds, also her bed! The teacher was not too
pleased with Lower Doonan and wrote to the Education Department the “bad roads
no less than the distances involved prohibit travelling…all of which conspires to render
Lower Doonan a swamp-pitted, inaccessible jail”.
John Zgrajewski bought a T-model Ford to transport the bananas along the rough
bushtracks from the farm to the North Arm Railway Siding. The family also travelled
and played in their own band at dances and concerts in the district. They went into
business for short periods operating a café in Eumundi and running a boarding house
in North Arm.
Martha Zgrajewski, who became a nun called Sister Stanislaus after a Polish saint,
still lives at All Hallows Convent and is ninety-two years of age. She has been a notable
entertainer for charities. In 1980 the Bundaberg News-Mail reported her musical talents
while saying that she came from “the Snake Gully Settlement near Nambour”. In
1985 Mike Walsh invited her to appear on his show and described her as the “ultimate
in hilarious entertainment”. Her bizarre routine included playing a range of “whacky”
instruments such as the bush banjo consisting of a rusty kerosene tin, bits of wire and
a broom handle, also mutton bones, lagerphone, zither, mouth organ and kazoo –
sometimes all at the same time. No doubt that these instruments are a legacy from her
Yandina Creek days.
The Zgrajewski family left Yandina Creek in 1961 and members now live in
Bundaberg, Nambour and Brisbane.167
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The Queenslander, 25 February 1932.
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Parks
Christina Low Park
Christina Low Park is one of the most historic areas of the Sunshine
Coast. It is situated on land given to the Maroochy Shire Council
by Thomas H.Yule and Winifred J.Yule and on land left over from
changes to approaches to bridges.
In December, 1985, the park opening was attended by many
of Christina Low’s descendants and members of the public.
Originally part of Portion 4, the park occupies land that was part
of the first selection on the Sunshine Coast. The first hotel, the
first Post Office and the second store were also located on this site
which became the commercial centre for the district from 1868
to 1891.
Christina Low was the first white woman to settle
permanently on the Sunshine Coast, arriving in 1864. After the

Christina Low.
(Courtesy Low family)

death of her husband, James Low, in 1883, Christina ran the Mooroochie Hotel as a
boarding house and took over the running of the Post Office until 1891. She died in
1912 leaving a large family.
In the 1950s a Scout Group placed a plaque on the last beech tree Gmelina leichhardtii
in the district which was growing near the riverbank. Beech and cedar were the two
timbers in highest demand by the early timbergetters. This particular tree had been
left by timbergetters probably because it was
twisted. With earthworks for the building of
Cascade Estate the tree disappeared.
A group of local residents known as the
Christina Low Park Conservation Group has
been removing weeds and revegetating the
riverbank for the last two years. The trees
planted by the group are strictly local species
and include a small number of beech trees.168
See also Cobb & Co Lane and James
Low Bridge.

Opening of Christina Low Park, 1985. L-r: Maroochy
Council Chairman Fred Murray, Winifred Yule and
Agnes McFadden spreading Scottish heather.
(Courtesy Sunshine Coast Daily)
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Cordwell family. Rear l-r: Nesta, Noelene, Pat, James, Garry, Stan, Kit. Front l-r: Maree,
Mavis. (Courtesy Pat Cordwell)

Cordwell Park
Vic Cordwell is remembered for his community spirit. He was one of the founders of
Scouting in Yandina in 1952 when his own sons were young enough to join and became
patron until his death in 1988. The ground at the den was named Vic Cordwell Park in
his honour in 1987.
See also Cordwell Road.

Coulsons Wharf Park
In 1909 William Coulson began his boat service from a wharf located on the riverbank
nearby.
For details about the boat service and the Coulson family, see Coulson Road.
Barry Duff recalls the Lions Club placing a commemorative brass plaque on a
large rock at the park in the 1980s.

Endiandra Park
Endiandra Park was originally designated as a Rest Area beside the old Bruce Highway.
About four years ago the Yandina and District Community Association gave support to
a project at this park. Maroochy Shire Council built toilets and TAFE students began a
project to plant native species and set up a bush tucker trail. The rainforest trees Endiandra
pubans, virens and discolor are native to the park and are loved by the birds but are more
common further south. Endiandra has been used as a working title as the park has not
yet been officially named.169

Faihaysackan Park
When Dunethin Highlands Estate began in 1994, fifteen acres were dedicated as a park
as part of MSC planning requirements. Judy Murphy named the park after her four
children, Faith, Hayley, Sacha and Kane.170
See also Constellation Way.
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George Best Park
George Best Park was named in
August, 1996, at the opening of the
new bridge, Chambers Crossing.
The Best family planted trees in the
park at the opening.
George “Butcher” Best came
to Yandina about 1892 from
Sandgate. He purchased a
butchering business in Yandina from
Benjamin Lawton, reputedly “a
block and a hook for two shillings
and sixpence”, and this business

Best family welcoming George, Arthur and Tim home from World
War One. (Courtesy Joyce Jackson)

remained in the family until 1958.
He acquired two Portions from his brother, Llewellyn Best, in the Ninderry Agricultural
Village. Along Fairhill Road he established a slaughter yard and a bullock paddock.
Later he acquired several more properties.
“Butcher” Best was one of Yandina’s outstanding citizens. He was not always
popular but was very shrewd. Locals said that he was “unable to read or write but he
sure could count cows!” George “Butcher” Best was a Maroochy Shire Councillor
from 1916-1918 and wholeheartedly supported three large projects, the building of
the War Memorial, the School of Arts and the Methodist Church. He donated cash
and acted as Guarantor and Trustee. He also took a keen interest in the Yandina Race
Club as a committee member.
George Best married Emily Walters and their ten surviving children were: Mary,
Grace, George, John, Jane, Arthur, Edwin “Tim”, Dorothy and Marjorie and twins of
whom only one, Daisy, survived a few days. Tragically, Emily died shortly after the
birth of the twins. So well did the people of Yandina regard her that they subscribed to
the memorial headstone on her grave in the Yandina Cemetry. She was 41 years old.
Many of the Best children married into other pioneering families so there are
many descendants in the district. 171

Jack Harrison Park, Wappa Dam Picnic Area
Jack Harrison (1921–1988) worked for the
Maroochy Shire Council for twenty-seven
years as official water officer and became
unofficial park-keeper at Wappa Dam.
Martin Schultz recalls that when Wappa
Dam was finished in 1959 Jack Harrison was
given the job of “cleaning up”. Using much
of his spare time, Jack began the surrounding
gardens and so a popular picnic area was
established. At a general meeting of council
on 9 July, 1984, after Jack’s retirement,

Jack Harrison, (Courtesy Muriel Harrison-Peters)
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councillors decided “Wappa Dam Park be named Jack Harrison Park in recognition of
the contribution made by him towards development of council’s water supply and
maintenance”.172
A farmhouse, wrongly believed to be a caretaker’s cottage, remains in the park as
a reminder that Wappa Dam water storage area was once a farm. In 2003 the council
has said it will refurbish the gardens.

King George VI Memorial Playground
The 1948 Annual Report of the Yandina Branch of the Queensland Country Women’s
Association nominated two projects. One was to re-form the Younger Set and the
other was to establish a children’s playground. The Younger Set flourished for the
following seven years and over that time involved thirty-four young Yandina women,
many in their teens. Some of the Younger Set’s fundraising went to playground
equipment and on closure of the group in 1955 remaining funds went to support the
playground project.
Members of the Younger Set from 1948 to 1955 were: Joyce Woodward, Daphne
Guthrie, Yvonne Bagley, Thelma Bagley, Joan Dunkley, Gwen Pascoe, Lily Parsons,
Elsie Worthington, Eileen Cagnasci, Maureen Low, Lorna Ivins, Jean Law, Maisie
Hendren, Violet Coles, Mavis Bauman, Olga Buchanan, Bette Lees, Pam Beattie, Jessie
Ufer, Berenice Montgomery, Muriel English, Elsie Law, Joyce Taylor, Lola Butcher,
Gwen Politz, Alma O’Brien, Vonnie Marsh, Coral Hoefling, Noelene Blair, Marjorie
Butcher, Lydia McLean, Elwyn MacNellie and Jackie Burton.
In May 1953 Mr Peter Wilkinson along with Mr Johnny Law driving the sawmill
bulldozer made ready the site for the playground. Working bees preceded the grand
opening day and fete in October the same year.
The 1957 Annual Report shows that the Yandina Branch had at last achieved its
goal. “The playground was fenced on three sides, local businessmen especially
B.P.Dunkley had been generous, some members’ husbands had volunteered their work,
Mrs Flood had provided morning teas for workers and an appropriate sign, King George
VI Memorial Playground of the Yandina CWA, had been made by Arthur Wilkes and painted
by Mr Whittle. Mr Bill Cox gave an old motor body which was placed in the playground
by Mr Williamson and Mr P.Smith. (The children enjoy playing on this old truck as
much as on a costly piece of modern equipment.) The Secretary and Treasurer have
painted the equipment. Thanks go to
the Maroochy Shire Council who
continue to pay Mr Adsett to scythe the
grass.”
The Yandina CWA Branch
functioned from 1929 to 1991. Their
Minute Books show the dedication of
the members in working for the
Opening of King George VI Memorial Playground. L-r: Dave
Low MLA, Margaret Williams, Claudia Low, Kit Best, Councillor
George Davison, George Best. (Courtesy Best family)
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community. Their fund-raising
involved years of raffles, street stalls,

dances and catering for functions such as cattle sales and weddings. The Playground
remains as a memorial to two of their ideals: Loyalty to the Throne, Service to the
Country.
It is believed the Yandina CWA was given a ninety-nine year lease on the site in
1953. Maroochy Shire Council Minutes, 2 July, 1984, show that the Branch Secretary
requested the area behind the Excelsior Tennis Courts be set aside to resite the
playground as it was affected by the realignment of the Bruce Highway. However, the
realignment did not occur.
When the Yandina Branch of the CWA closed in 1991, the park was handed over
to the Maroochy Shire Council.
King George VI was born in 1895 and became king in 1936 when his brother
Edward VIII abdicated. On the death of King George VI in 1952, the playground was
named after him. King George VI was the father of our present Queen, Elizabeth II.173

Lions Park
Both Lions Park and Christina Low Park were established and named in 1985 while
Barry Duff was Councillor. Barry recalls the first meeting of the Lions Club in Yandina
which functioned from 1983 to 1994. Members included Jim Fraser, Vic Cordwell, Ed
Worrall, Ken Byrne, Graeme Blanch, Ed Wrigley, Gordon Robertson, Jim Johnston,
Charlie Bell, Peter Murphy, Graham McCulloch, Noel Pemberton and Barry Duff.
The club raised funds for charity and for many years organised the annual Spring Fair.
Barry recalls giving the trees for planting in Lions Park. 174

Memorial Park
Well before the War Memorial was
built in 1924, local residents worked
to establish a Memorial Park. The
Nambour Chronicle reported that “a
strong working bee of returned
soldiers and members of the
Yandina Memorial Committee
strongly supported by a number of
ladies set out to erect the fence
around the piece of land set aside
for a Memorial on 24 April, 1922.

Yandina War Memorial, 1920s. (Courtesy Fred Fink Collection)

Dinner was provided and enjoyed
by all the workers in the shade of the adjacent trees. By sundown the fence was practically
finished, the finishing touches being put on Saturday morning (Anzac Day)”.
For many years the memorial remained fenced. The council has since developed
the area with seating and landscaping.

Tea Tree Park
Tea Tree park is named after the swamp tea tree or broad-leaf paperbark Melaleuca
quinquenervia occurring naturally around creeks and swamps in the Yandina area and in
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Tea Tree Park. Many of the paperbark wetlands have
now been cleared which is unfortunate as the melaleucas
are able to soak up copious amount of water in the wet
season.
In 1978 when the Yandina Industrial Estate was
acquired by the Queensland Government, several acres
were set aside to serve as a buffer zone between
industries and residences. This area was called Tea Tree
Park.
In 1996 Yandina Historic House was moved to Tea Tree Park from Bridges out of
the path of the Yandina Bypass. J.G.Sommer built the house about 1897 – 1900. After
five other owners, Ben Williams bought it in 1923 and his family owned it until 1996.
A brochure with more details is available from Yandina Historic House.

Wonga Park
Wonga Park was named for the Wonga pigeon Leucosaracia melanoleuca a large groundfrequenting pigeon inhabiting mostly coastal rainforest and scrub, sometimes on the
fringes of settlement. It lives on berries and seeds.
Always alert, it has the ability to freeze or fly noisily
into foliage to hide. Once Wonga pigeons were
common around Yandina but they were such good
eating that early settlers almost ate them out!
Wonga Park was the site of the Scout Den which
was relocated to a site in Carnival Street. In 1992 the
Main Roads Department announced that the
widening of the Bruce Highway through Yandina
would necessitate the relocation of the Scout Den,
the Bowling Club, the Guide Hut and the RSL Hall. Following their relocation, the
decision was reversed.175

Yandina Sporting Complex
Ada McCord Oval, Thorogood Oval, Kretschmer Oval and Roy Thomson Oval all
honour local families and identities.
Ada McCord Oval
Ada Harriet McCord (1931 – 1999) has left an outstanding record of sporting
involvement. She was a member of the Eumundi Vigoro Club from the early 1970s to
1981, a committee member, a foundation member (in 1981) and a life member (in
1989) of Yandina Vigoro Club as well as a life member of the Sunshine Coast Vigoro
Association. She has been both a senior and junior coach and a club and Sunshine
Coast representative. The Ada McCord Oval was named in her honour on 12 December,
1998.176
See also McCords Road.
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Kretschmer Oval
When the Yandina Bypass was being
constructed in 1996, extra soil was removed
from the old velodrome by council
contractors and used as fill on the rail tunnel
at Bridges. The remaining area was officially
named the Kretschmer Oval in 1999.
Joy and Max Kretschmer have given
almost fifty years of support to the Cricket
Club. Their sons, Robert, Mark and Kevin,
have all been prominent in the club as well.
Kevin was a Sunshine Coast representative.177

Max and Joy Kretschmer. (Courtesy Audienne Blyth)

Roy Thomson Oval
Recently the Roy Thomson Oval was named to honour the contribution of Roy
Thomson who mowed the grounds and was a keen member of the Cricket Club for
approximately twenty years. Max Kretschmer has taken over the mowing in the last
three years. See also Thomson Valley Road.178
Thorogood Oval
The Thorogood Oval was named in 1995 and honours the sporting commitment of
the Thorogood family.
Ted and Helen Thorogood came to Valdora from near Beaudesert with three of
their eleven children in 1922 to grow sugar. Their other children soon followed.
Their son Eric recalls his older brothers riding horses over the range from Valdora
to play cricket at Yandina. At one stage six brothers played, with George opening the
batting with Arthur, followed by Roy, then all-rounders, Edgar and Eric (both bat and
spin) and Bill (medium pace bowler). Bill Thorogood was the only one never to notch
an A-grade century and on one occasion his brothers Edgar and George each scored
100 in a record partnership of 250. Too strong for other teams, the Thorogoods along
with Viv and Claude Colley and five members of the Ross family formed two A-grade
teams. EricThorogood recalls Bill Browne and Bill Wardrop also playing.
Following generations of Thorogoods have excelled at tennis, cricket, bowls, rugby
league and touch football.179
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Bridges
Chambers Crossing
In 1876 Thomas Chambers selected Portion
41 beside the North Maroochy River Crossing
that became known as Chambers Crossing.
He and his brother, Charles, first came
to the Maroochy district in the 1860s as
stowaways on board the Gneering: so began
their life-long careers in timbergetting. Cedar,
beech and pine were the early timbers sought
after. As well as cutting and hauling, the
brothers rafted the logs down the Maroochy
Mr and Mrs Thomas Chambers at home, c1900.
(Courtesy Low family album)

River to be carried by ships to Brisbane mills.
Most of the timber they cut was sold to
Brisbane sawmiller William Pettigrew who
also established a sawmill at Maroochydore
from 1891 to 1898. Charles Chambers had a
large family of ten but Thomas had no
descendants. Chambers Island at
Maroochydore is named after the two
brothers.
In 1896 the first bridge was built over
Chambers Crossing. Replacements and

Opening of Chambers Crossing Bridge and George
Best Park, 1996. L-r: Peg Gannon, Joyce Jackson,
Clare Evans, Joan Tobin, Jean Philips, Elsie Menary,
Emily Law, Matthew Colley, Sylvia Colley.
(Courtesy Sylvia Colley)

repairs followed as subsequent low-level
bridges were subject to flooding.
Mayor Bob King opened the high-level
North Maroochy River Bridge, called

Chambers Crossing in August, 1996. The bridge had been constructed as part of the
Yandina Bypass Project. The previous bridge, known as “Old Rattley”, remains as part
of a pedestrian path and bikeway. Adjacent land was named George Best Park.
See George Best Park for information about the Best family.
Members of the Chambers and Best family attended the opening and planted
trees. Since then Pat Mann who lives locally looks after the park with council.180

George Davison Bridge
George Davison was well respected and prominent in the community as a Maroochy
Shire Councillor from 1935 to 1954. For many years North Arm residents wanted the
railway gates closed and an overhead bridge built. Councillor George Davison worked
towards that goal. He was honoured after his death with the naming of the George
Davison Bridge in 1956. His widow, Mrs Bridget Davison, cut the ribbon supported
by family and friends.
See Davison Road for more details
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Opening of George Davison Bridge by Mrs Bridget Davison, 1956. (Courtesy June Moro)

James Low Bridge
James Low Bridge was built by the Main Roads Department at a cost of $114 000 and
opened and named on 21 November, 1970, by the Hon. V.B.Sullivan, Minister for
Lands. The approach works cost $57 000 and involved 20 000 cubic metres of fill at
either end of the bridge.
Under the bridge was the natural ford that was part of the Gympie Road built in
1868. The Maryborough Chronicle reported the opening in 1878 of the first bridge by
Miss Josephine Street, a niece of James Low. Fifty years later in 1928, the bridge was
destroyed by “a tremendous rush of floodwaters” and again the ford came into use
until a new concrete bridge was opened in 1929 by Mr J.Kemp,
Commissioner for Main Roads. S-bends marked both approaches
and might have been satisfactory in 1929 but proved dangerous
to the faster-moving traffic of the 1960s.
After the high-level James Low Bridge was completed, local
residents petitioned the Maroochy Shire Council to build a
footbridge over the old concrete bridge. This footbridge has been
an asset to nearby residents.
James Low (1828 – 1883) was a master mariner from
Aberdeen, Scotland who arrived in Brisbane about 1850 and began
working for the sawmiller, William Pettigrew. Besides being the
first selector on the Sunshine Coast, James Low established the
first hotel, the first Post Office and the second store (within metres
of the bridge).181

James Low.
(Courtesy Low family album)
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North Arm – Yandina Creek Road Bridge
This bridge over the North Maroochy River was opened in 1966 by Shire Chairman
D.A.Low, MLA on 13 August, 1966. Mrs V.G.Krome, aged 82, an old-time resident cut
the ribbon. The bridge replaced a low-level timber bridge built over sixty years
previously.182 See also Kromes Road.

Wooden Bridges of Maroochy Shire
Maroochy Shire Council in its one hundred years has acquired a heritage of some
remarkable old wooden bridges built at a time when timber was abundant and cheap.
Within the next decade all wooden bridges will be gone as only twenty-six remain. Up
to five are lost each year at present.
The Council Bridge gang whose job it is to keep all the bridges in good order
speak nostalgically about the skill of building in wood using great wooden piles of
ironbark or blackbutt and thick planks of sawn hardwood. Three men make up the
gang and say that white ants and time are the enemies of wooden bridges. As well there
are some pedestrian bridges made of wood also under threat.
The gang repairs the wooden bridge where possible. Girders damaged by white
ant infestation are replaced but where the damage is too great the whole bridge is
replaced with culverts or pipes or even a whole new bridge is built with concrete piles.
One method of white ant detection was to drill a hole at either end of the bearers and
put in a plug of pine. This plug could easily be removed for inspection.
Years ago the bridge gang would be equipped with arsenic to be dusted on to the
termite tracks. This was a certain method of destroying the nest. Creosote was also
used as a white ant deterrent. Applied with a stirrup pump creosote saturated the
timberwork. The bridge would be dripping creosote straight into the creek or riverbed.
On a hot day workers suffered from skin burns on the arms and legs and as the pump
sometimes burst, facial burns were the result. Today’s methods use industrial contractors
for treatments that are environmentally friendly.
Around Yandina wooden bridges are fairly common e.g. over Caboolture Creek
on Yandina-Bli Bli Road, over McCombe Creek on Wappa Falls Road and over Rocky
Creek on Kiamba Road. ‘Old Rattley’ at Chambers Crossing is our only old wooden
bridge with brass bolts.
Old wooden bridges may be part of
our timber heritage but have problems in
addition to white ants and time. They are
narrow and hazardous to modern-day
traffic; many of them are low and flood
easily. Their upkeep is expensive.
However, one thing is certain - the era of
wooden bridges is almost gone.

Yandina – Coolum Road Bridge
According to a local story, Arthur
Rocky Creek Bridge. (Courtesy Audienne Blyth)

102

Gawthorne tried to resist the building of

this bridge over the North Maroochy next to his farm by threatening to shoot councillors
if they entered his land. However, a wooden bridge was built in 1921 and the YandinaCoolum Road opened in 1922.
In 1968, the wooden bridge collapsed necessitating a new bridge, opened on 21
March, 1970, by The Hon. A.R.Rae, M.L.A., Minister for Local Government and
Electricity. Alf Adsett, a local historian at that time, wrote to the Nambour Chronicle,
requesting that the bridge be named Koongalba, the Aboriginal name for the area but
no special name was approved.
Besides being a farmer, Arthur Gawthorne was a Lay Reader of the Church of
England. He was one of the first purchasers of allotments in Yandina and gave an
allotment for the first community church opened on 9 November, 1880. That building
survives as the oldest timber church on the Sunshine Coast.
Arthur Gawthorne may not have wanted a bridge but for many years the old
wooden bridge became known as Gawthorne’s Bridge, a name now forgotten. However,
Arthur Gawthorne and his generosity to Yandina are worth remembering. (“Gawthorne”
is sometimes spelt “Gawthern”.)183

Supplies being loaded on the Maroochy River mail boat about 1951, at Coulson’s Wharf near
Gawthorne’s Bridge. Built in 1921, the bridge collapsed in 1969. (Courtesy Yandina & District
Historical Society)
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Yandina Bypass

View of railway tunnel for Yandina Bypass under construction in 1996.
(Courtesy McLaughlin Cameron McNamara)
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Another view of railway tunnel under construction, 1996. (Courtesy McLaughlin Cameron McNamara)

Aerial view looking north of Yandina Bypass under construction, 1996.
(Courtesy McLaughlin Cameron McNamara)
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ADDITIONS in 2012 and 2015 to The History & Origin of the Streets and Roads
of Yandina published in 2003 by Audienne Blyth.
The subdivisions have elaborate brochures with colourful photos and many are
marketed by Leading Edge Real Estate, Nambour.
SEA2 SKY, 2005, Skybolt Road
18 blocks of approx one and a quarter acres each, off Valdora Road.
GUMNUT GROVE, 2007
18 blocks. A Brisbane based developer who was keen about Australiana named the
streets, Wombat Place and Kanga Court.
PIKKI FOREST, 2008.10 blocks. Bernhardt Place is off Coach View Place which
is off Old Coach Way. Named from picabeen, king or bangalow palm,
Archontophoenix cunninghamiana. Marketed as Ninderry Acreage Sanctuary.
Bernhardt Place is named after Bernhardt Schubert, a retired nurseryman from
Melbourne. His “Gabriel Poole house” at the top of the hill is surrounded by natives
and exotics planted over many years. Bernhardt Schubert was a friend of the Hansa
family of Fairhill Nursery established in 1974. He has since passed away and his
property sold and subdivided.
RIVER SIDE ESTATE, 2009
Prestige acreage along Collins Road, 10 blocks.
PARKSIDE, 2006. 23 blocks. Off Steggall Road. Marketed as The quiet side of life.
Council said it was a lady developer and she gave 3 ½ acres of parkland in a gully
which has been planted very attractively with natives.
Maple Court. Flindersia brayleyana is a large North Queensland maple tree with
large glossy green leaves.
YANDINA PARK ESTATE…34 blocks est. 2007
Quandong St with entry from Maple Court. Eleocarpus eumundi is the Eumundi
quandong and used as a street tree because of its magnificent pink to red growth.
MOUNTVIEW ESTATE: MAROOCHY RIVER
Warrener Place…..12 blocks…off Wants Road. The developer, David Simpson of
Mooloolaba, named Warrener Place for his mother’s family. This name does not seem
to have any other connection with Yandina.
The second stage of 23 blocks covers Amani Place, opened in 2008. Canando Close
and Belvedere Close.
Amani Place was named by owners Donna & John Higgins of Coolum. Amani means
peace in Swahili. Many South African corporations use this word.
Canando Close: Canando was the name of an early cattle run which Zacharias and
Daniel Skyring leased from 1853 to 1856.Canando had an area of 17,950 acres. It was
to the west of Ninderry and included what is now Yandina township, bounded on the
South by the Maroochy River, on the West by a range of ridges. Ref: E.G.Heap: In the
Wake of the Raftsmen, Queensland Heritage, Part I, 1965
Belvedere Close: Google gives a meaning for belvedere: “beautiful to see”, in
reference to the Belvedere Palace in Poland. The developer, David Simpson, was not
able to be found for comment.
1

Kookaburra Place, 8 blocks, is an industrial development opposite the Big Cow at
Kulangoor. After heavy machinery prepared the site the work stopped in August
2009.
Creeks crossed by Valdora Road are GALT CREEK and THOROGOOD CREEK
so named and gazetted in 2008. Reference for Galt: pages, 11, 29, 46
Reference for Thorogood: page 99. The History & Origin of the Streets and Roads of
Yandina.
Also see SCD, 29.11.1984, p.15 for article about Billy Galt
WANT HILL named in 2010. See page 85 of above book for information about the
Want family.
Golden Valley Place is off Valdora Road. This subdivision opened about September
2009. It offers 19 exceptional areaged allotments varying in size from one and a half
acres to just under 5 acres, originally flat, rolling cane land.
Valdora means Golden Valley. Originally Golden Valley was the name in use but the
name Valdora was chosen to avoid confusion with postal addresses.
Lalor Road, named in 2009 in honour of the first teacher at Yandina Provisional
School in 1889, Miss Debra Lalor from Ireland. This road is close to Yandina State
School. She travelled by coastal steamer from Brisbane to Maroochydore where she
was met by a member of the school committee who rowed her up the river to
Yandina. After four years she resigned to marry Benjamin Lawton, the local butcher
and left the district. Ref: Yandina State School Centenary 1889 – 1989.
Aurora, a new dawn in acreage! Aurora Place runs off Valdora Road. There are 20
large blocks from approx 4000 square metres to almost 8000 square meters. Marketed
by Next Property and ready for sale in 2010. Prices from $312 000.
The Retreat is a subdivision in 2012 of 52 blocks on the site of the now-closed
Yandina Speedway in Wappa Falls Road. The names of its two streets, Retreat
Crescent and Sanctuary Place, are in contrast to the deafening roar of machines and
crowds at the old speedway. The blocks are priced to sell from $159,000 to $175,000
and are marketed by Insite Realty of Sippy Downs.
“VIEWS” NINDERRY, available in 2015, is a subdivision of 8 lots off Wedgetail
Court, Ninderry. The average block size is 4000 square metres.
It is marketed by Ken Guy of Buderim.
Farrell Street:
In 2003 I was unable to find out much about Joseph Farrell except he was a
shopkeeper in Leichhardt Street, Brisbane. The following year, at a family reunion, I
found out that he had married a niece of Yandina pioneers, James & Christina Low,
and had possibly been convinced of the investment potential of Yandina. The Farrells
never came to live in Yandina but this street was named because he purchased the
corner block. Other purchasers of corner blocks who also gave their name to a street
were: Fleming, Scott, Low, Buckle and Stevens.
I am always interested to hear about the naming of our streets and roads. If you have
any additional information please contact me care of the Yandina Historical Society.
Audienne Blyth.
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